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= T may be needleſs to acquaint 
Re the Reader. why the follow- 
ing Sheets are publiſhed at 
this Time, we being all but 
too juſtly appriſed of the 
FOOT there may be, of wanting thoſe 
Helps, which are here intended to be ſup- 
plied, as far a Las Means as theſe can 

Ao it. 


THE Treatiſe of Dr. Hodges con- 

; Fains the beit Account of the late Vi ſtat iou 
| & a Plague bere in England, of any hi- 
| _ therto 


iv The PREFACE. 
 therto extant ; and though ſome Reader: 
ma) indeed 0 65 that the Euthuſiaſtiatl 
Strain of the preceeding Times very much : 
hurts his Style and Perſpitaity; ſack: an 
Influence had the Spirit of Deluſion | epen 0 
over Matters of Science: However, the 
mot affe ed Peculiarities = Luxariancies 
*: that kind a are here avoided. 


N. HAT is hevewnts added, | hath been 
partly extracted from Papers wrote ſome Tears 
ago; and partly put together fo mce our preſent 
Apprehenſi ons from Abroad. The Enumera- 
tion of ſo many Cauſes of a Peſtilence, of 
like Changes, as have no Relation to the 
preſent Caſe; may to ſome perhaps ſeem 
| ſuperfluous ; bat my Defi u hereby, was only 
the better to. inculcate 4 right Under ſtanding 
of 4 Contagion, | which is the laſt Conſe- 
quence, and higheſt Degree of Apgravation 

they are capable of riſing to; and pradually 
to lead Perſons, not well accuſtomed to ſuch 

Matters, from the more obvious, to the more 
ſecret Means of bringing ſuch terrible Chan- 
bes imo. our Conſtitutions. 


Ha. 
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WHAT relates to ſuch precautionary 
Means for our Security againſt the preſent 
Infection nom Abroad, as concern the Mag i- 
ſtrate, I have preſumed to ſay but very 
little to; becauſe I underſtand ſuch Inſtructi- 
ons are nom waited for from à ver) great 
41d able Piyſician: But, with Submiſſion 
to the wiſeſt, cannot but repeat it 
e e ee e ee 
more abſolutely neceſſary, than to remove the 
Infected immediately upon their Seixure, 
out of all great Towns, and provide for 
their due Support in all Things, in open 
Country Places; for the Diſtemper becomes 
not infectious till ſome Time after Seizare. 


AS for het every Perſon may do for 
bis private Safety, I have given ſeveral 
additional Hints, either fuller or plainer 

than Dr. Hodges hath done. And becauſe 
be Antidotes and precautionary Meaicines 
are now obſolete, and not by much ſo elegant 
or eaſie to be procured, as the preſent Pra- 
ice and Shops do ſupply, ] have added ſome 
Formulz, io be complied with, or altered, 
as 


vi The PREFACE, 
as different Exigencies, and better Jae. 


— think fit. 
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1 F the Reader ſhould be curious enough 
to note any Incorreneſſes of Style, or - 
pographical Errors, he # deſired to excuſe 
them, from the great Hurry which theſe Sheets 
' paſſed through the Preſs in, although there 
hath been as much Care taken to prevent 
either, as ſo much Haſt with which do were 
called * would admit of. 
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1 the Re and Progref of the late - 
*. L AG uE. 1 


8 D A E Plague which we are now 
to give an Account of, dif- 
covered the Beginnings of its 


future Cruelties, about the = | 

Cloſe of the Year 1664; for 

at that Seaſon two or three Perſons died . - 
ſuddenly f in one Family at Ie eſtminſter, at- A 
B tended n 


2 An FHiſtorical Account 
tended with like Symptoms, that mani- 
feſtly declared their Origin: Hereupon 
| ſome timorous Neighbours, under Appre- 
henſions of a Contagion, removed into the 
City of London, who unfortunately carried 
along with them the peſtilential Taint 
whereby that Diſeaſe, which was before 

in its Infancy, in a Family or two, ſud- 
denly got Strength, and ſpread Abroad 
its fatal Poiſons; and meerly for Want of 

confining the Perſons firſt ſeized with it, 
the whole City was in a little Time irre- 
coverably infected. Not unlike what hap- 
pened the Year following, when a ſmall 
Spark, from an unknown Cauſe, for Want 
olf timely Care, increaſed to ſuch a Flame, 
that neither the Tears of the People, nor 
the Profuſion of their Thames, could ex- 
tinguiſh; and which laid Waſt the greateſt 
Part of the City in three Days Time: 
And therefore as there happens to be 
no great Difference between theſe two 
grievous Calamities, this Mention of them 
together may not be improper; and the 
more eſpecially, becauſe by a like irreſiſt- 
able Fate from a Fever and a Conflagra- 
tion, both the Inhabitants and their Houſes 
were reduc'd to Athes. 


BUT: 
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BUT as foon as it was rumoured a- 
mongſt the common People, who are 
always enough aſtoniſhed at any Thing 
new, that the Plague was in the City, ; 
it is impoſſible to relate what Accounts 
were ſpread of its Fatality, and well were 
it, had not the Preſages been ſo ominous ;, 
every one predicted its future Deratiuricns, 
and they terrified each other with Re- 
membrances of a former Peſtilence; for 
it was a received Notion amongſt the 
common People, that the Plague viſited 
England once in Twenty Years; as if after 


a certain Interval, by ſome inevitable Ne- 
ceſſity, it muſt return again. But although 


this Conceit, how well ſoever juſtify'd by 
_ paſt Experiences, did not ſo much obtain 


with Perſons of more Judgment, yet this 
may be affirmed, that it greatly contri- 


buted, amongſt the Populace, both to pro- 


pagate and inflame the Contagion, by the 


ſtrong Impreſſions it made * their 


Minds. 


AND theſe frightful Apprehenſions were 


not a little increaſed by the Predictions 


of Aſtrologers, from the Conjunctions of 
Stars, and the Appearances of Comets; 


B 2 | for 
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8 45 H Povical Attouint 
for although but little Regard was given 
to ſuch Things by Perſons of Thought, 
yet Experience daily ſhewed, what In- 
fluence they had with the meaner Sort, -- 
whoſe Spirits being manifeſty ſunk by ſuch 
Fears, rendered their Conſtitutions leſs 
able to reſiſt the Contagion. Whoſoeyer 
duly conſiders it, can never imagine that 
this Peſtilence had its Origin from any 
5 Conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter, in Sagi- 
tarius on the Tenth of October, or from a 
Conjunction of Saturn and Mars in the ſame 


Sign on the Twelfth of November, which 


was the common Opinion; for, all the 
Good that happens during the like Con- 
r ben 18 ngnye to. the ſame Cauſes. 


TH E Uke . is to hs made of 
Comets, how terrible ſoever they may be 
in their Aſpects, and whether they are 
produced in the higher Regions from a 
Conglomeration of many Stars, and return- 
ing at certain Periods; or whether they 
are lower, and the Production of ſulphu- 
reous Exhalations, kindled in our own. 
Atmoſphere; For there is nothing ſtrange 
in the Accenſion of heterogeneous Particles 
into a Flame, upon their rapid Occurſions 
and Colliſions againſt each other, howſoever 
ter ible 
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terrible the Tracks of ſuch Light may be 


circumſtanced. The People therefore were 
frightned without Reaſon at ſuch Things, 
and the Miſchief was much more in the 
Predictions of the Star-Gazers, than in 
the Stars themſelves: Nothing could how- 
ever conquer theſe ſad Impreflions, ſo 
powerful were they amongſt the Populace, 
who anticipated their unhappy Fate with 
their Fears, and e their own 
Deſtruction. — 9 


BUT to paſs by Things of leſs Mo- 


55 ment, it is to be taken Notice, that a very 
| hard Froſt ſet in on December, which con- 


tinued three Months, and ſeemed greatly 


to deaden the Contagion, and very few 
died during that Seaſon; although even 
then it was not extinguiſhed, for in the 
Middle of Chriſtmas Holy-days, I was called 
to a Young-Man in a Fever, who after 
two Days Courſe of alexiterial Medicines, 


had two Riſings about the Bigneſs of a 
Nutmeg broke out, one on each Thigh ; 


upon Examination of which, I ſoon dif- 
covered the Malignity, both from their 
black Hue, and the Circle round them, 
and pronounced it to be the Plague; in 


which Opinion I was afterwards confirmed 
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6 4 Hiſtorical Account 
by ſubſequent Symptoms, although by 
God's Blefing the Patient recoyered. 


THI 8 Caſe I nſere, both to ſhew that 


this Seaſon did not wholly deſtroy the 


Diſtemper, although it greatly reſtrained 
it; but upon the Froſt breaking, the Con- 
tagion got Ground, and gradually got out 
of its Confinements ; like a Flame that 
for ſome Time ſeems ſmother'd, and ſud. 


denly breaks out with aggravated Fury. 


AS ſoon as the Magiſtracy, to whom 


belonged the publick Care, ſaw how the 
| Contagion daily increaſed, and had now 
extended it ſelf to ſeveral Pariſhes, an 
Order was immediately iſſued out to ſhut | 


up all the infected Houſes, that neither 


Relations nor Acquaintance might unwarily 


receive it from them, and to keep the 


infected from eren it about with 


ray | 


BUT whether this Method proved of | 
Service or not, is to this Day doubtful, 
and much diſputed ; but it is my Buſineſs 1 
here however to adhere to Facts, and re- 


late the Arguments on both Sides with all 
Fes bs | 
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IN Order whereunto, it is to be obſery” d, 


that a Law was made for marking the 
Houſes of infected Perſons with a Red 
| Croſs, having with it this Subſcription, 


LORD HAVE MERCY UPON US: 
And that a Guard ſhould there continually 
attend, both to hand to the Sick the Ne- 


ceſſaries of Food and Medicine, and to 
reſtrain them from coming Abroad until 
Forty Days after their Recovery. But 
although the Lord Mayor and all inferior 
Officers readily and effectually put theſe | 
Orders in Execution, yet it was to no 
Purpoſe, for the Plague more and more 
increaſed > and the Conſternation of thoſe 
Who were thus ſeparated from all Society, 
unleſs with the infected, was inexpreflible ; 
and the diſmal Apprehenſions it laid them 
under, made them but an eaſier Prey to 


the devouring Enemy. And this Secluſion 


was on this Account much the more in- 


tolerable, that if a freſh Perſon was ſeized 


in the ſame Houſe but a Day before ano- 
ther had finiſhed the Quarentine, it was to 
be performed over again; which occaſion' d 
ſuch tedious Confinements of ſick and well 


together, that ſometimes cauſed the Loſs 
of the whole. 


1 
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BUT what greatly contributed to the 


Loſs of People thus ſhut up, was the 
wicked Practices of Nurſes (for they are 


not to he mention'd but in the moſt bitter 
Terms): Theſe Wretches, out of Greedi- 
neſs to plunder the Dead, would ſtrangle 


their Patients, and charge it to the Di- 
ſtemper in their Throats; others would * 
ſecretly convey the peſtilential Taint from 


Sores of the infected to thoſe who were well; 


and nothing indeed deterred theſe abun 
doned Miſcreants from proſecuting their 


avaritious Purpoſes by all the Methods 
their Wickednets could invent; who, al- 


though they were without Witneſſes to 
accuſe them, vet it is not doubted but 


divine Vengeance will oyertake ſuch wicked 


Barbarities with due Puniſhment: Nay, 
ſome were remarkably ftruck from Heaven 
in the Perpetration of their Crimes, and 


due particularly amongſt many, as ſhe was 


jeaving the Houſe of a Family, all dead, 
'oaded with her Robberies, fell down dead 


aixder her Burden in the Streets : And the 


Caſe of a worthy Citizen was very re- 


markable, who being ſuſpected dying by 


ais Nurſe, was before-hand ſtripped by 
Her; but recovering aga in, he came a ſecond 


T; me 
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Time into the World naked. And ſo 
many were the Artifices of theſe barba- 
rous Wretches, that it is to be hoped, 
Poſterity will take Warning how they truſt 
them again in like Caſes; and that their 
paſt Impunities will not be a Means of 
bringing on us again the like judgment. 


MOREOVER, this ſhutting up infected 
Houſes, made the Neighbours fly from 
theirs, who otherwiſe might have been a 
Help to them on many Accounts; and 1 

verily believe that many who were loſt 
might have now been alive, had not the 
_ tragical Mark upon their Door drove Pro- 
per Afiflances from them. 


AND this is 8 by the Ex- 
amples of other peſtilential Contagions, 
which have been obſerved not to ceaſe, 
until the Doors of the Sick were ſet open, 
and they had the Privilege of going 
Abroad; of the ſame Authority is the 
Cuſtom of other Nations, who have due 
Regard to that Liberty that is neceſſary 
for the Comforts both of Body and Mind. 


IT now remains that we take Notice | 
of all that is of any Weight on the other 
Side; 
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Side; as therefore it is not at all deemed 
cruel to take off a mortify'd Limb to ſave 


the whole, by a Parity of Reaſon is the 


Conduct of a Community juſtifyable, who, 


out of a Regard to the Publick Good, put 
| Hardſhips upon particular Perſons; in a 
peſtilential Contagion therefore, what can 


be of more immediate Service than ſecur- 
ing thoſe that are well from the Infection? 


And the more eſpecially in a Diſeaſe that 


reaches not only the Body, but taints the 
very Breath; for in this Caſe the infected 


Breath poiſons upon the healthful, and 


even at the Point of Death endeavours to 


diffuſe that Venom to others that con- 


quer'd them. From this delirious Pleaſure 


ariſes thote Tricks of tranſplanting the 


Corruption of a peſtilential Tumour to 


another; not to fay any Thing of that 
Woman, who with her Importunities drew 


her unhappy Husband into her Embraces, 
which ended his Life with hers. 


AGAIN, to take away all Doubtings in 
this Cale, I am not ignorant of what Mo- 


ment it is, te ſhut up the Houſes of all thoſe 


who are infected, according to Cuſtom ; for 


by this means a Contagion may at firſt be 


ſtifled, which otherwiſe would go beyond 


any 


7 
* 
4 
* 
* 
1 
be: 
. 75 
2 
FS. 
2 
+40 
$58 
Bn: 
24 8 
1 
3 
9 
4550805 
* — 
1 
5 
4360 
5 
77 
ALT 
£908 
l 
3x 
REG 
2 
3 
9 bs 
0 
DIPS 
Fs 
« 1 
Wo 
My * 
bog”. 
4-3 
C 
* 
+ © 
N 
. 
7 
o 


by 2 > 8 e 7 1 2 <= 5 1 7 2 
2 VETO IT To We IK, e ST 2 . ; : 3 . 2 . 1 & . SN 72 * 
WM SP Ot, 8 8 3 r EA IS * — . Bo LICE ona e M e rr n 8 R 
r Eo Rs 3 ; © n N J N NN. * = * 
7 „ For Tad: 2» ke N N 2 LS * : 


of the Plague in 16657 &c. 11 


7 any Remedy; and with equal Advantage 
might Gun- Powder be fired, if too much 


Time is not waſted in Deliberation, before 
theſe Things are put into Practice. 


BUT if hereafter again a Plague ſhould 


break ont, ( which God forbid ) with Sub- 
miſſion to Superiors, I ſhould think it not 
improper to appoint proper Accommodati- 


ons out of the City, for ſuch as are yet un- 


touched in infected Families; and who 
| ſhould continue there for a a Time; 
the Sick in the mean time to be removed to 


convenient Apartments provided on Purpoſe 


for them: For by this Means, that Practice 


ſo abhorrent to Religion and Humamty . 
even in the Opinion of a Mahometan, of ſhut- 


ting up the ſick and well TOgetier's would 
be avoided. 


BUT to return: The Infection had long 


doubtfully reign'd, and continued through 
| May and June, with more or leſs Severity; 
ſometimes raging in one Part, and then in 
another, as in a running fort of Fight; as. 


often as the Number of Funerals decreaſed, 


great Hopes were conceived of its Dilappear- 
ance; then on a ſudden again their Increaſe 


threw all into Dejection, as if the whole City 
hs | 5 
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was ſoon to be unpeopled; which Uncer- = 
tainty gave Advantage to the Diſtemper ; be- E 

cauſe Perſons were more remiſs in their Pro- 
viſions againſt it, during ſuch Fluctuation. 


IT muſt not however be omitted, witk 
what Precipitation the trembling Inhabitants [2 
left the City, and how they flocked in ſuch |» 
Crowds out of Town, as if London had quite _— 
gone out of it ſelf, like the Hurry of a [> 
fudden Conflagration, all Doors and Paſſages 3 
are thronged for Eſcape: Vet after the chief SH 
of the People were fled, and thereby the 
Nouriſhment of this cruel Enemy had been 


DN 


in à great Meaſure taken away, yet it ; 

z 
raged ſtill; and although it ſeemed once . 
to ſlay as Parthians in their Flight, it ſoon | 


returned with redoubled Futy, and kilPd 
not by ſlow Paces, but almoſt immediately 
upon Seizure; not unlike what is often ſeen 
in Battle, when after ſome Skirmiſhes of 
Wings, and ſeparate Parties, the main Bo- 
dies come to engage; ſo did this Conta- 
gion at firſt only ſcatter about its Arrows, 
but at laſt covered the whole City with 
Death. 


THUS therefore in the Space of one 
Week were eighty Perſons cut off, and 
| when 
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when Things came to Extremity, all Helps 
were called in; ſo it began now to be 
ſolely the Magiſtrates Buſineſs, how to 
put a Stop to this cruel Devaſtation, and 


fave ſome Part of the City at laſt from 


the Grave; firſt then therefore were ap- 


to deprecate the Anger of Heaven; nor 


proved it in vain, or were their PEP IO 


tions altogether fruitleſs; for if we have 


any Regard to the Temperature of the 
Seaſon, the whole Summer was refreſhed 
with moderate Breezes, ſufficient to prevent 


the Air's Stagnation and Corruption, and 


to "carry off the peſtilential Steams; the 


Heat was likewiſe too mild to encourage 
ſuch Corruption and Fermentation, as helps | 


to taint the animal Fluids, and pervert 
them from their natural State. 


'F H E Government e to the Duty 
of Publick Prayers, neglected not to add 
what Aſſiſtances might be had from Me- 
dicine; to which Purpoſe his Majeſty, with 


the divine Helps, called in alſo all that 


was humane; and by his Royal Authority 
commanded the College of Phyſicians of 


Londen, jointly to write ſomewhat in Engliſh 
that might be a general Directory in this 


cala- 
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calamitous Exigence: Nor was it ſatis⸗ 


factory to that honoured Society to diſ- 
charge their Regards for the Publick with 


that only, but ſome were choſe out of 


their Number, and appointed particularly 
to attend the infected on all Occaſions; 


two alſo out of the Court of Aldermen 


were required to ſee this hazardous Task 


executed; ſo that encouraged with all pro- 


per Means, this Province was chearfully 


-ortaken, and all poſſible Caution was 
uſed fully to anſwer the Intention; but 
this Task was too much for four Perſons, : 
and wanted rather the Concurrence of the 
whole Faculty; we were however aſhamed 


to give it up, and uſed our utmoſt Appli- 


cation therein; but all our Care and Pains 


were eluded, for the Diſeaſe, like the Hydra's 


Heads, was no ſooner extinguiſhed in one 


Family, but it broke out in many more 
with Aggravations ; ſo that in a little Time 
wie found our Task too great, and deſpaired 
of putting an entire Stop to the Infection. 


NOR was there at this Time want- 


ing the Help of very great and worthy 
Perſons, who voluntarily contributed their 


Aſſiſtances in this dangerous Work; a- 


mongſt the Number of which, the WE] 


Dr. 
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of the Plague in 1665, &c. 1 
Dr. Gliſſon, Regius Profeſſor at Cambridge, Dr. 


5 ' Nath. Paget, Dr. Wharton, Dr. Berwick, Dr. 
Brookes, and many others who are yet alive, 


deſerve very honourable Mention; but 
eight or nine fell in this Work, who were 
too much loaded with the Spoils of the 
Enemy; and amongft whom was Dr. Conyers, 


whoſe Goodneſs and Humanity claim an 
: Honourable Remembrance with all who ſur- 


vive him. 


AF T ER then all Endeavours to reſtrain 
the Contagion proved of no Effect, we applied 
our ſelves altogether to the Care of the diſ- 
eaſed; and in the Proſecution of which, it 
may be affirmed without Boaſting, no Ha- 
zards to our ſelves were avoided: But it is 
incredible to think how the Plague raged 
amongſt the common People, inſomuch that 

it came by ſome to be called the Poors Plague; 
yet although the more opulent had left the 
Town, and that it was almoſt left unmha- 
bited, the Commonalty that were left felt 
little of Want; for their Neceſlities were 
relieved with a.Profufion of good Things 
from the Wealthy, and their Poverty was 
{upported with Plenty; a more manifeſt 
Cauſe therefore for ſuch a Devaſtation a- 


mongſt them I ſhall aſſign in another Place. 


IN 
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IN the Months of | Auguſt and September, 


the Contagion chang'd its former flow and 


languid Pace, and having as it were got 


| Maſter of all, made a moſt terrible Slaugh- 


ter, ſo that three, four, or five Thouſand 


died in a Week, and once eight Thouſand; 
who can expreſs the Calamities of ſuch 


Times? The whole Britiſh Nation wept 


for the Miſeries of her Metropolis. In 
ſome Houſes Carcaſes lay waiting for Bu- 
rial, and in others, Perſons in their laſt 
ee „ in one Room might be heard 


dying Groaus, in another the Ravings of a 


Delirium, and not far off Relations and 
Friends bewailing both their Loſs, and the 


diſmal Proſpe& of their own ſudden De- 


parture: Death was the ſure Midwife to 
all Children, and Infants paſſed immediately 
from the Womb to the Grave; who would 
not burſt with Grief, to ſee the Stock for 
a future Generation hang upon the Breaſts 
of a dead Mother? Or the Marriage-Bed 


changed the firſt Night into a Sepulchre, 


and the unhappy Pair meet with Death in 
their firſt Embraces? Some of the infect- 


ed run about ſtaggering like drunken Men, 


and fall and expire in the Streets; while 


others lie half-dead and comatous, but 


never 
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never to be waked but by the laſt Trumpet; 
ſome lie vomiting as it they had drunk Poiſon; 
and others fall dead in the Market, while 
they are buying Neceſſaries for the Sup- 

port of Life. Not much unlike was it in 
the following Conflagration; where the 
Altars themſelves became ſo many Victims, 
and the fineſt Churches in the whole 
World carried up to Heaven Supplications 
in Flames, while their Marble Pillars wet 
with Tests melted like Wax; nor were 
Monuments ſecure from Dd inexorable 
Flames, where many of their venerable 
Remains paſſed a ſecond Martyrdom; the 


moſt auguſt Palaces were ſoon laid Waſte, 


and the Flames ſeemed to be in a fatal 
Engagement to deſtroy the great Ornament 
of Commerce; and the Burning of all the 
Commodities of the World together, ſeem- 
ed a proper Epitome of this Conflagration ; 
neither confederate Crowns, nor the drawn 
Swords of Kings, could reſtrain its Pha- 
natick and Rebellious Rage; large Halls, 
ſtately Houſes, and the Sheds of the Poor, 
were together reduced to Aſhes; the Sun 
bluſh'd to ſee himſelf ſet, and envied 
thoſe Flames the Government of the Night, 
which had rivalled him lo many Days; 
CG ag 
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as the City, I fay, was afterwards burnt 
without any Diftinftion, in like Manner 
did this Plague ſpare no Order, Age, or 
Sen; The Divine was taken in the very 
Exerciſe of his prieſtly Office, to be in- 
rolled amongſt the Saints Above; and ſome 
Phyſicians, as before intimated, could not 
find Aſſiſtance in their own Antidotes, but 
died in the Adminiſtration of them to 
others; and although the Soldiery retreat- 
ed From: the Field of Death, and encamp- 
ed out of the City, the Contagion followed, 
and yanquiſh'd them; many in their old 
Age, others in their Prime, ſunk under its 
Cruelties; of the Female Sex moſt died; 
and hardly any Children eſcaped; and it 
was not uncommon to ſee an Inheritance 
paſs ſucceſſively to three or four Heirs in 
as many Days; the Number of Sextons bY 
were not ſufficient to bury the Dead; the 
Bells ſeemed hoarſe with continual rolling, 5 
until at laſt they quite ceaſed; the bury- 
ing Places would not hold the Dead, but 
they were thrown into large Pits dug in 
waſte Grounds, in Heaps, thirty or forty 
together; and it often happened that thoſe 
who attended the Funerals of their Friends 
one Evening, were carried the next to 
their own long Home: 
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dis talia fundo 
Temperct q Lachrymis & — 


Even the Relation of this Calamity melts 
me into Tears, and yet the worſt was not 
certain, although the City was near drained 
by her Funerals; for the Diſeaſe as yet 


_ had no Relaxation. | 


ABO UT the Beginning of September, 


the Diſeaſe was at the Height; in the 


Courſe of which Month more than twelve 


| Thouſand died in a Week: But at length, 


that nothing might go untried to divert 
the Contagion, it was ordered by the 
Governours who were left to ſuperintend 
thoſe calamitous Affairs, (for the Court 
was then removed to Oxford) to burn 


Fires in the Streets for three Days toge- 


ther; yet while this was in Debate, the 
Phyſicians concerned were diftdent of the 
Succeſs, as the Air in it felf was un-in- 


felted; and therefore rendred ſuch a 
ſhowy and expenſive a Project ſuperfluous, 


and of no Effect; and theſe Conjectures 
we ſupported by the Authority of Anti- 


quity, and Hippocrates himſelf, notwith- 


ſtanding which, the Fires were kindled in 
8 all 


— — — —— * 8 ee” * 2 3 


20 An Hiſtorical Account 


all the Streets. But alas! the Controverſie 


was ſoon decided; for before the three 


Days were quite expired, the Heavens 


both mourned ſo many Funerals, and wept 


for the fatal Miſtake, fo as to extinguiſh 
even the Fires with their Showers. I 


mall not determine any other Perſon's | 
Conjecture in this Cate, whether theſe 
Fires may more properly be deemed the 


ominous Forerunners of the enſuing Con- 


flagration, or the enſuing Funerals; but 
whether it was from the ſuffocating Qua- 
lities of the Fuel, or the wet Conſti- 
tution of Air that immediately followed, 


the moſt fatal Night enſued, wherein 


more than four Thouſand expired. May 
Poſterity by this Miſtake be warned, and 
not, like Empyricks, apply a Remedy where 


they are ignorant of the Cauſe. 


0 


THE Reader is by the Way to be 


advertiſed, that this Year was luxuriant 


in moſt Fruits, eſpecially Cherries and 
Grapes, which were at ſo low a Price, 
that the common People ſurfeited with 
them; for this might very much con- 
lt to that Dilpoſition of Body as 


made the peſtilent'al Fans more eaſily 
take Place. 


NOR 
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NOR ought we here to paf $ by the be- 


nificent Aſſiſtances of the Rich, and the 


Care of the Magiſtrates; for-the Markets 
being open as uſual, and a greater Plenty 


of all Proviſions, was a great Help to 
| ſupport the Sick; ſo that there was the 
| Reverſe of a Famine, which hath been 


obſerved to be fo fatal to peſtilential Con- 


tagions ; and in this the Goodneſs of Heaven 
is always to be remembred, i ieviating 
a common Miſery by ſuch a Profuſion 
of good Things from the Stores of Na- 


ture. 
Po k 


4 BUT as it were to balance this im- 


mediate Help of Providence, nothing 
was otherwiſe wanting to aggravate the 
common Deſtruction; and to which no- 
thing more contributed than the Practice 
of Chymiſts and Quacks, and of whoſe 
Audacity and Ignorance it is impoſſible to 
be altogether ſilent; they were indefa- 


tigable in ſpreading their Antidotes; and 
although equal Strangers to all Learning 


as well as Phyſick, they thruſt into 
every Hand ſome Traſh or other under 


the Diſguiſe of a pompous Title. No 


Country ſure ever abounded with ſuch 
IT wicked 


— E 
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wicked Impoſtors; for all Events contra- 


dicted their Pretenſions, and hardly a per- 
ſon eſcaped that truſted to their Deluſions : 
Their Medicines were more fatal than the 
Plague, and added to the Numbers of the 
Dead: But theſe Blowers of the peſti- 
lential Flames were caught in the common 
Ruin, and by their Death in ſome Mea- 
ſure excuſed the Neglect of: the Magi 


W 5 in 1 their Pra Tice : 


— Nec Lex ft juſtior ulla 
Ouam necis Artifices Arte perire fu. --- 


ABOUT this Time a Perſon of Di- 
itmetion and great Humanity, going to 
France upon ſome Affairs of State, heard 
that ſome Frenchmen were Maſters of an 


Anti-peſtilential Remedy, and took Care 
to ſend ſome Doſes of it over here: By 
Command of the Government we were 
ordered to try it with due Caution, which 


we did with Expectations of uncommon 


Succeſs, but the Mountain brought forth Death; 


for the Medicme, which was a Mineral 
Preparation, threw the Patients into their 


laſt Sleep. May it never hereafter be 


injoined to try Experiments with unknown 
and foreign Medicines, upon the Lives even 
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of the meaneſt Perſons! For certainly 
nothing is more abhorrent to Reaſon, chan 


to impoſe a univerſal Remedy, in Caſes 
whoſe curative Intentions are different, 


and ſometimes oppoſite; and the various 


Indications of a Peſtilence require very 
different Methods of Remedy, as ſhall here- 


after be further demonſtrated. 


TO this may be added, that many 
common Medicines were publickly Sold, 
which by their extraordinary Heat and 


Diſpoſition to inflame the Blood, could 

never be fit for every Age, Sex, and Con- 

ſtitution indifferently, and therefore in 
many Caſes muſt undoubtedly do Harm. 
On this Account not only the Sacred Art, 


but the Public Health alſo ſuffered ; + 


we who were particularly employed. i 


this Affair as Phyſicians, uſed all 80 liel 
tations with the Magiftracy to reſtrain 
ſuch Practices, in Order to ſtop the Ruin 
they aggravated. Hence notwithſtanding 
it was made a Queſtion, whether in a 


Plague, where ſo many Phyſicians retire, 
(not fo much for their own Preſervation, 


as the Service of thoſe whom they at- 


tend) it is not expedient for every one, 


according to his Abilities, to do his ute 
C4 most 
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moſt in averting the common Ruin? In 
the ſame Manner as in a Fire all Hands 


are required, even of the Croud as well as 
Workmen, | to extinguiſh it. 


BUT in thus Caſe my own i Opinion is 


determined: In the Reſtauration of Health, 
2 Perſon muſt proceed with more Caution 


and Deliberation than in the ſuppoſed Caſe . 
of a Fire; for there are Difficulties occur | 


in the Practice of Medicine which are in- 
ſuperable but by the unlearned ; and the fine 
Texture of a humane Body is not to be ma- 
naged by as clumſie Hands as the Materials 


of 2 Houſe, in the former, if a Perſon makes 
a Miſtake, it is with great Difficulty repair- 
ed; and therefore upon a ſerious Conſidera- 
tion of the whole Affair, I carnot make any 
Doubt, but that it is EY better even to 
want Phyſicians in ſuch Calamities, than to 
have the Sick under the Care and Manage- 
ment of the unlearned; for ſuch Perſons, 
like thoſe who fight blindfold, know not in 


what Parts to attack the Enemy, nor with 


what Weapons to do it; beſides which, they 
allo are in Hazard of obſtructing theſe Ef- 
forts of Nature, which would many Times, 
without Help, if not thus hindred, get. the 


better of the Diftemper.. 2 
von 
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NOR in this Account are we to neglect, 
that the Contagion {ſpread its Cruelties in- 
to the neighbouring Countries; for the Ci- 
tizens, which crowded in Multitudes into 
the adjacent Towns, carried the lufeqtion 
along with them, where it raged with equal 
Fury; fo that the Plague, which at firſt 
crept from one Street to another, now 

reigned over whole Counties, leaving hard- 
ly any Place free from its Inſults; and the 
Towns upon the Thames were more ſeverely 
handled, not perhaps from a great Moiſture 
in the Air from thence, but from the taint- 
ed Goods rather that were carried upon 
it: Moreover, ſome Cities and Towns, of 
the moſt advantageous Situation for a whol- 
ſome Air, did notwithſtanding | feel the 
common Ruine. Such was the Riſe, and 
fuch the Progreſs, of this cruel Deſtroyer, 
which firſt began at London. 


BUT the worſt Part of the Year being 
now over, and the Height of the Dileaſe, 
the Plague by leiſurely Degrees declined, 
as it bad gradually made its firſt Advances : : 
and before the Number infected decreaſed, 
its Maligmt began to relax, intomuch 
that {2'y ied, and <nole chien lach as 
| | | were 


4 — — — n ELL 
= wy TT ee. Den aaeattael 2 
———— 4 — — 4 


26 An Hiſtorical Account 


were ill managed; hereupon that Dread 
which had been upon the Minds of the 
people wore off; and the Sick chearfully 
uſed all the Means directed for their Re- 
covery; and even the Nurſes grew either 


more cautious, or more faithful; inſomuch 


that after ſome Time a Dawn of Health 


appeared, as ſudden, and as unexpected, as 


the Ceſſation of the following Conflagra- 
tion; wherein after blowing up of Houſes, 
and uſing all Means for its Extinction to 
little Purpoſe, the Flames ſtopped as it 


were of themſelves, for Want of Fuel, or 
out of Shame for having devoured ſo 


much. 


IEE peſtilence did not however top for 
Want of Subjects to act upon, (as then 
commonly rumoured) but from the Na- 
ture of the Diſtemper, its Decreaſe was 


like its Beginning, moderate; nor 1s it 


lets to be wondred at, that as at the 
Rite of the Contagion all other Diſtempers 
went into that, ſo now at its Declenſion 
that degenerated into others, as Inflamma- 
ions, Head-achs, Ouinſeys, Dyſenterics, Small- | 
Pox, Alcaſles, Fevers, and Helticks; wherein 3 
that allo yet predominated, as hereafter 


will be further ſhewn. 
ABOUT 
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ABOUT thi Cloſe of the Year, that 


is, on the Beginning of November, People 


grew more healthful, and ſuch a different 
Face was put upon the Publick, that al- 
though the Funerals were yet frequent, yet _ 
many who had made moſt Haſt in retiring, 


made the moſt to return, and came into 


the City without Fear; inſomuch that in 
December they coded back as thick as 
they fled : The Houſes which before were full 
of the Dead, were now again inhabited by the 


Living; and the Shops which had been moſt 
Part of the Year ſhut up, were again opened, 


and the People again chearfully went about 
their wonted Affairs of Trade and Employ; 
and even what is almoſt beyond Belief, 
choſe Citizeus, who before were afraid 
even of their Friends and Relations, would 


without Fear venture into the Houſes and 
Rooms where infected Perſons had but a 


little before breathed their Laſt: Nay, 


uch Comforts did inſpire the languiſhing 
People, and ſuch Confidence, that many 


went into the Beds where Perſons had died 


before they were even cold, or cloanſed 
trom the Stench of the Pil they 
Had the Courage now to marry again, and 


betake to the Means of repairing the paſt 
Mor- 
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Mortality; „ and even Women before deem- 


ed barren, were ſaid to prove proliffick; 


ſo that although the Contagion had car- 
ried off, as ſome computed, about one 
hundred thouſand, after a few Months their 
Loſs was hardly diſcernable, and thus end- 


ed this fatal Year. 


| BUT the next Spr! ng indeed appeared ſome 
Remains of the Contagion, which was eaſily 


conquered by the Phyſicians, and like the 
Termination of a common Intermittent, end- 


ed in a healthful Recovery : Whereupon 


the whole r ceaſing, the City re- 
turned to a perſect Health; not unlike 
what. honed alſo after the laſt Con- 
flagration, when a new City ſuddenly aroſe 
out of the Aſhes of the old, much better 
able to ſtand the like Flames another 
Time. 
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8 E C T I ON II. 
of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, and 4 Con. - 


T0 


8 it 18 our Purpole here to enquire 

into the Origin of the late Plague, 
and find out both its manifeſt and hidden 
Cauſes ; I cannot judge it neceſſary to go 
into the uſual Length of Writers, in a par- 
ticular Recital of all thoſe remote Regards 
which they diſtinguiſh by Supernatural, Pre- 
ternatural, and Natural; hecauſe by ſuch 
Means this Treatiſe would be drawn out: 
into an almoſt infinite needleſs Diſtinction, 


THAT the Truth therefore may at 
once be brought into an open Light, and 
the Peſtilence appear in its genuine Aﬀe- 
<tions, I think it proper to premiſe this 
one Thing, becauſe the whole depends upon 
it, viz. That the Peſtilence is the moſt noto- 
rious of all popular Diſea ſes, and depends upon 


ſlome Cauſe equally common, and in every re- 
1] ſpect adequate to its extenſive Effects; which 


1 granted, it naturally follows, that all 
particular Cauſes which may accidentally 


5 intervene, ( the Recital of which would be 


very tedious) are reſolvable into this one. 
AND 
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/ 


AND for what concerns. that Peſtilence 
now under Enquiry, this we have as to its 
Origin, from the moſt irrefrigable Autho- 
rity, that it firſt came into this Iſland by 
Contagion, and was imported to us from 


H lland, in Packs of Merchandice; and if F 
auy one plcates to trace it further, he may 
be latisſied by common Fame, it came thi- | 
ther from Turkey in Bails of Cotton or Silk, 


which is a ſtrange Preſerver of the peſtilen- 


tial Steams. For that Part of the World 
is ſeldom free from ſuch Iufections, altho' 


ir is ſometimes more ſevere than others, 
according to the Diſpoſition of Seaſons 


a:d J emperature of Air in thoſe Regions : 
But if any would yet more intimately 


be acquainted with its Origin, it concerns 


him to know all the Changes the Air in 


thele Climates is ſubje& to, and its various 
Properties of Dryneſs, Moiſture, Heat, 
Cold, Oc. 


BUT leaſt 1 ſhould be thought too 
prolix m the Enumeration of ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, and incur the Suſpicion of 
Atheiſm, (a Charge too juſt upon the Facultv) 
by aſcribing too much to ſecond Cauſes, 
as the Schools pleaſe to call them, it may 

5 be 
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55 | be convenient for me to declare, that the 


N voy of a Peſtilence is as much a Part 


cz of my Faith, as any others; the ſacred 
pages clearly and demonſtratively prove, 
that the Almighty, by his Autherity, and 
at his Pleaſure, may draw the Sword, bend 
the Bow, or ſhoot the Arrows of Death; 


and a Retroſpection into Times paſt, ſhews 


many convincing Proofs of this terrible 
Truth; and in this Contagion before us, 


the Footſteps of an over-ruling Power are 
very legible, eſpecially ſo far as concerns 
his divine Permiſſion: But the great God's 
Purpoſes are Secrets too awful for Mortals 
to pry into, although we know that he 
puniſhes as a Parent, and chides for our 
Good, which makes it our Duty to kiſs 
the Rod, and ſubmit. But enough of this, 
jeaſt 1 ſhould be thought to invade ano- 
thers Province; and it is ſufficient to the 
Purpoſe of a Phy ſician, to aflign natural 
and obvious Cauſes; and where ſuch are 
diſcoverable, it is unworthy of him and 
the divine Art he profeſſes, as well as an 
Affront to good Senſe, to have Recourſe 
to any other. TD 


BUT this being premiſed only to pre- 
vent Cenfure, our Way now les open to 


begin with a Deſcription of a Peſtilence T2 
in general; and which if it doth not exactly 3 
agree with the Accounts given by the 


as full and ſatisfactory. 


Country, chiefly ariſing from a Corruption 


theſe Explications are ſo obvious to be 


Aura, as diſtinguiſhing it from ſuch Poiſon 
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22 Of the Cauſe of a Peftilnce, 
a Diſcovery of tho Nature of this ben. 
lence. Wherein, for Method Sake, I ſhalt 7 


Ancie:.ts, yet 1 doubt not but it will be 
found by every impartial Conſiderer, to be 


1 peſtilence is a a Diſeaſe ariſing from 5 
an Aura that 18 poiſonous, very ſubtle, 


deadly, and contagious, affecting many Per- 


ſons at the ſame Time together in one 


of the nitrous Spirit in the Air, attended 3 
with a Fever, and other very grievous | 
Symptoms. 


EVERY one of theſe Particulars are - 
as clear as the Light at Noon-day; and 


met with in the Writings of the Learned; 8 
that it would be loſt Labour to inſiſt upon 1 
any ſuch Thing here; we ſhall therefore 52 
proceed to explain only what more 1m- 2 
medi Rely ſtands in need of it. 1 


AND firſt of all it is ſaid from an 


as 


and 4 Contagion. 33 
as is more groſs and earthy; for this is 
not te be confined in any Incloſure, but 


is ſo rare, ſubtle, volatile, and fine, that it 


inſinuates into, and reſides in the very Inter- 
ſtices, or Pores of the derial Particles; 
whereas that which is of a more fixed 
Nature, is confined within certain Limits, 
and is W of ſuch Progreſs: 


IT is tid to be poiſonous alſo, from 
its Similitude to the Nature of a Poiſon 
and both being equally deſtructive to Life, 
and killing Perſons much after the fame 


Manner, ſo that they ſeem to differ in 
Degree only; for the deadly Quality of a 


Peſtilence vaſtly exceeds either the arſeni- 
cal Minerals; the 'moſt poiſonous Animals 


— or Inſects, or the killing Vegetables; nay, 
the Peſtilence ſeems to be a Compoſition | 
of all the other Poiſons together, as well 
= as in its fatal Efficacies to excel them, for 
"4 in this there is rhanifeſtly joined both the 


Height of Putrefaction and Malignity. And 
as in a great many the Virulence of this 
Taint hath been diſcoverable, ſo in one 
Youth. for Inſtance it was ſo remarkable, 
that even in the Point of Death the whole 
Body changed green, which fo alarthed 
the Mother, that the immediately hefted 
D to 
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34 Of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 


to my Houſe, to know whether by Mi- 


ſtake there had not been ſome Poiſon 


given him; whereas he had taken nothing 
but mild 4 common Alexipharmicks; this 
green Hue therefore was a Demonſtration of 
the poiſonous Vitriolick Nature of the 


peſtilential HI. 


1T is ail to be very ſubtile both on 


Account of its Original and Produttion, be- 
tore it hath eſcaped from its native Seat, 
and that wonderful Comminution which it 

cannot but undergo in its Progreſs through *' 
ſo many Climates, whereby it is, as it were, 
fublimed to the higheſt Degree of Vola- 


tility, beyond that of any Meteor, which is 
the P roduction -of. groſs, corporea 3 and lie- 
terogeneous Particles; nay, it is more active 


than Lightning, and in the Twinkling of an 


Eye carries to a Diſtance Putrefaction, Mor- 
h and Death. 


AS for the Mair, whereby it kills, its 
approaches are. generally fo ſecret, that Per- 
fons ſeized. with it ſeem to be fallen into an 
Ambuſcade, or a Snare, of which there was 
no Manner of Suſpicion ; they are therefore 
not to be credited or regarded, who affirm 
the. Progreſs of a Peſtilence to be ſenſible, 
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even tb the Smell and Sight, and report 


(though who will may believe them for me) 
the Infection to reſemble the Fragrancy of 
Flowers in May, or any other ſweet Sayour ; 
or, on the contrary, to ſtrike the Noſe like 
the Stench of a rotten Carcaſe ; nay, ſome 
pretend to be ſo ſharp-ſighted; as to diſ- 


cern Clouds in the Atmoſphere big with pe- 


ſtilential Poyſons, and other ſuch Conceits 


of a diſtempered Imagination, that are chief- 


ly the Products of Fear, which conſtrues 
every Thing for the worſt: Although in- 


deed I muſt confeſs, that ſometimes this 
very ſubtile Aura may be ſo mixed or loaded 
with groſs and ſulphureous Particles, as to 
be perceptible to the Senſes. 


Fd 


FURTHER, a8 "to the fatal 3 of 
a Plague, if the before recited Account is 


not ſufficient to ſhew it, it would not be 
à Task of any Difficulty to produce many 


Inſtances of its Tyranny and Deſtruction: 
Hence the Plague by the Hebrews was 


called TIT, or Perdition; as if it was Or- 
dained on Purpoſe to deſtroy Mankind: It 


15 alto called Lues, from avw, to didolve, 


a moſt certain Way of Deſtruction, and 


whoſe fatal Property in the Plague 1s moſt 
remackab! le, whereby it does not. ſo much 


* pre- 


/ the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 
5 the Way, as immediately of its 
ſelf deſtroy, and of whoſe certain Ruin, 


through whole Regions together, we have 
too many Teſtimonies upon Record, in the 


Writings both of Ancients and Moderns. | 


AGAIN, the Petklenece 4 faid to be 


| contagious; hecauſe ſome are come to that 


eight of Boldnefs, (being blind with too 


muck Light) to propagate ſtrange Con- 


jeftures to the contrary, as ik the late 


Plague was begun and continued by a foreign 


Influence ; but to remove this Controverſie, 


it may he” convenient to explain the Na- 
ture of a Contagion, and its ſuppoſed Con- 
ditions of Exertion; but before I enter 
upon this, it will be neceſſary to diſpatch: 
the other Members of this Definition. 


1 further added, that the Plague 
affects many Regions 1 at the ſame 
Time, in Order to diſtinguiſh it both from 
Endemick Diſeaſes, that is, ſuch as are ap- 


propriate to one Place only ; and alfo from 


Sporad, > ' Diſeaſes, which although they 


rage amongſt the Poyulace in this or that 


Country or Climate indifferently, according 
to the Influence of their procatarctick Cauſes, 


they are Fl to be deemed particular, as 
_ well 


i 1 
E 
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to change the Conſideration, 
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well as they are pernicious : But enough 


of theſe Matters. 


AT length then. it bectmes neceſi ry 


and CORUS 
how it comes that the Plague | hath its 


chief Origin from a Change or Corruption 
of the nitrous Spirits in the Air: 


This is 
the great Difficulty! This is our Task! It 
is therefore to be hoped that the Novelty 
of the Opinion will not occaſion any one 5 
to receive it at firſt Sight amiſs, until by 


due Examination he hath brought it to 
Trial; 
ſure Poattlation, it 18 proper to Premiſe 
ſome Conſiderations, 


but in Order to ere& this upon a 


A N D firſt of all the central nitrous 
Spirit does every where tranſpire and exhale 
towards the Surface, to recruit the Con- 
ſumptions of Nature, and for other Pur- 


poſes hereafter to be mentioned. From 


this faline Origin ftraining through the 
Bowels of the Earth, 


it is by every one 
underſtood Vegetation is carried on; and 


that the Light and vital Warmth of the 
Sun is impregnated by it through the 
whole Region of Air; and the mutual 


jutercourſes or Operations upon one ano- 


D 3 ther, 
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ther betweeh the _ Sun's Rays, and theſe 


ſaline Exhalations, by a Kind of Magnetiſm 
between them, is too obvious in a Multi- 


tude of Inſtances to want any Comment. 


1 know in nothing indeed where there 


is a greater Intercourſe and Sympathy: 
and a conſiderable Inuſtration of which 


may be made by the following Experi- 
ment. If any one in the Spring-time, 


when the Sun is approaching nearer to us, 


digs up a Piece of Earth, and after In- 


fuſion and Filtration, evaporates the Li- 
quor, he wi ll find at the Bottom of the Veſſel 
a Sixth Part of Salt more than at any 
other Time of the Year, from the ſame 
Quantity of Earth managed after the ſame 


Manner; the nitrous Salt for many Reaſons 


not ariſing in ſo great a Quantity for the 


Exigencies of Nature, at any other Times; 
whence I conceive it manifeſtly to prove, 
that there is ſuch an Efflux of this Salt 


as before ſuggeſted, and a Kind of Subli- 
mation of it into the Air, and that this 
ſaline Spirit hath a Sort of Sympathy with 
the ſuperior Heat. But that we may not 


ule more Arguments than are neceſſary to 
prove the Energy of this Principle, every 
one who is doubtful herein may obſerve, 

1 hat 


and 4 Contagion. 2 


chat not only Plants are produced and nou- 


riſhed by its ſubtle and luxuriant Infinua- 
tion into their Fibres, but that alſo from 


the ſame aerial Spirit the Life of Animals, 
and even the humane Species is preſerved. 


And I cannot ſee any Difficulty in the 
Opinion, that the beſt Temperature of the 
Blood and. animal Juices, the Renewal of 


waſted Spirits, the Reſtauration of Strength, 


and the good and healthful Conſtitution of 
the Viſcera, Members, and whole Body, is 
maintained by the Aſſiſtance of this nitro- 


aerial Spirit. Nor does any Thing appear 


more congruous to Reaſon, than that from 
the ſame Cauſe does the Racy Spirit of 


the Blood ariſe, as it 1s not derivable from 


any other; nor is it my ſingle Opinion, 


that from the ſame Principle it derives 
its Colour; but as there are no Arguments 


even objected to this Doctrine, it is need- 


leſs to imploy more Time in its Vindi- 


cation. 


BUT further, it may happen that this 


nitro-aerial Spirit may various Ways be 
changed in its Properties; that is, either 


with Regard to its proliffick Influences, 


vt it may be ſo expreſſed) or, which much; 
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40 Of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 
oftner happens, in its accidental and ad- 
weden Impurities. | 


8 OM ET IMES this univerſal Principle 
languiſhes and degenerates, and in its own, 


productive Womb is tainted with ſome- 
what pernicious to Vitality, and that natu- 


ral balſamick Conſtitution of Blood that 
ſupports it; and as often as this is the 
Caſe, the whole Orders of living Beings l 
may look upon it as War declared againſt 
them: But where any Alteration is made 


upon it by particular and fortuitous Cauſes, 


it is generally from too much Humidity 
diluting it, as in immoderate and unſeaſon- 
able Rains, whence moiſt, crude, and un- 
wholſome Vapours exhale, for every one 


knows how much Humidity is a Promoter 


of Putrefaction; whence Swarms of Inſects | 


which isa RIES; Forerunner of a Peſti. 
lence : It alſo ſometimes happens, that 
this vital Spirit, which ſo much delights 


in Dryneſs, is almoſt quite extinguiſhed 
| by A rainy Seaſon ; in which Exigency, 


what Miſeries my not Mankind expect, 


when a ſmall Change i is of ſo fatal Conſe- 
quence 7 3 This is abundantly confirmed by 
the Experience of Marſhy Countries, where 


che Diſeaſes recurring every Vear are very 
| fatal, 
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"= 5 fatal, by means of the putrid and _ damp 
1 { Bxhalations, 5 ä 


le F U RT H E RMOR E, this nitrous Prin- 
m ciple may be ſometimes changed in its 
2- | own Repoſitory by too intenſe a Heat 
1i- from within, as well as without ; for by ſo 
EW © precipitate a Sublimation its Spirit may be 
je _. deadned; that is, being robbed of its bal ſa- 
s | mick Guality: ( which is no Abſurdity to 
ſt ſuppoſe)) and kindled into too rapid a Mo- 
le tion, it may receive a kind of Empyreuma ; 
nd from which Aduſtion there may ariſe 
< 3 55 ſeveral Sorts of Diſtemperature z as Blaſts 
n- . upon Trees, and Diſeaſes amongſt Cattle; 
n. and at laſt end in a Peſtilence amongſt Man- 


ne kind. 


er 0 5 
Ss F OR further IIluſtration hereof it may 
t- be obſerved, that the nitrous Spirit which 


at | + circulates through the ſubterraneous Ca- 
ts verns may, inſtead of Obtaining a fur- 
2d E ther Purification, take along with it cor- 
; rupt and poyſonous Vapours from arſenical 
t, or other Minerals; and loaded therewith, 
e- break out into the open Air: Aud this 
Dy 4 we have confirmed from common Obſerva- 
re tion in the Weſtern Climes of Africa, that 
ry 1 iye under the Equater, wherein the very 
A Showers 


42 Of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 

Showers feem to be endued with a Stiptick 
or Cauſtick Power, ſo as to taint the Cloaths 
and Skin of the Travellers, and burn, as 
it were, upon them peſtilential Characters. 
From which Diſpoſition it cannot be a 


Wonder to any, that the Plague ſhould 
reign after Earthquakes ; becauſe a poy ſo- 
nous Spirit at ſuch Times break out into 


the Air; as alſo that Nitre thus loaded 
with an impure Mixture, and ſometimes 


too that which is deadly, ſhould of it ſelf, 
like the Occurſion of an Acid, force out its 
Way wherever there is Room, and leave 
behind in its, Paſſage many Marks of Ma- 
lignity; ſo that ſubterraneous Animals, ſuch 
as Moles, Mice, Serpents, Conies, Foxes, 


Sc. as conſcious of approaching Miſchief, 
leave their Burrows, and lie open in the 
Air; which is alſo a certain Sign of a 


Peſtilence at Hand: Hence alſo a ſudden 


Death of Fifth; and a Departure of the 


Birds of the Air, to ſecure their Safe- | 


ty in that which is more wholeſome. 


AFT E R theſe Obſervations, it remains 
| to ſnew how the nitrous Spirit frequently 
receives a Change like to that which may 


be termed Corruption, although it is vul- 5 


gurly accounted incorruptible in it ſelf, 
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+ and i is ſerviceable in Preſerving other Things 
& | from Putrefaktion. 


5 ; To the Solution of this uncommon 
LS. - Difficulty, it is to be taken Notice that 
4 Corruption here is not in that Senſe ſtrictly 
= as when it is the Produce of Humidity, 
ſo- 8 but ſomewhat more Congrugus to the pe- 
to culiar Nature of a nitrous Spirit; which 
led although it cannot, like ſome other Bodies, 
nes |. putrifie, yet if it can be changed from 
* its Nature and Figure, ſo as not to be 


"| _ reducible | into them again, it does not 
| ſeem improperly ſaid that ſuch a Change 
is equivalent to Corruption, its Vitality 9 
uch | Effence being deſtroyed, and a new Tex- 
res, ture being obtained. And this I Jhall fur- 
it, | | ther endeavour to illustrate by a double 
the  Argume. 1 


5 FIRST, It is not at all to be doubt- 
| | ed, but that what Art, which is the Ima- 
ate- baron of Nature, can do, may be done by 
5 the Efficiency of a more powerful Agent; 
and the moſt expert Chymiſts do ſhew a 
lains ertain Corruption of Salt; nor would it 
ſte any great Labour to diſcover: here the | 
may _ en how it is done, were it not a 
vul- Crime to espoſe the Secrets of Nature ou 
ſelf, | trifling 
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44 Of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 


trifling Occaſions. But if my Authority is E 


not {ſufficient to ſupport an Aſſertion of 
this Weight, I truſt no one will reje& the 
Couviction that ariſes from Effects, and 
therefore 1 ſhall reſtrain the Proof hereof 


to as ſhort a Compaſs as poſſible. As 


then it is eſtabliſhed by the concurrent 
Authority of Antiquity, that as Fire, as 


it is an Element capable of Degeneration, 


and ſeemingly of Corruption, may increaſe 
a peſtilential Malignity by Means of its 
great Subtilty, its prodigious Increaſe, and 
ſwift Propagation; Qualities too which 


a peſtilence very much partakes of. That 


—— — : * 


which they conceited of Fire, ſeems to 


me to be applicable in a much more phi- 
loſophical Senſe to that Spirit we are 


ſpeaking of, and which ſo nearly reſembles 
it. 1 am indeed a Stranger to any Thing 


in the Univerſe that makes ſo ſwift 2 Pro- 


zrel> as a Peſtilence, and therefore the 

infectious Aliaſmata are in the ſacred Scri- 
ptures ſty led Arroms that fly in the Dark; 
and howſoever certain are their Strokes, 
and tho' by Means of their Fineneſs they 
penetrate into the very Marrow, they yet 
ſm by their Subtilty our Conceptions. 


AS. 
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AS to the ſpreading of a Contagion, 
from. one to another, and ſo on to Thou- 
ſands, there is nothing can be poflibly | 
more ſwift in the Progreſs of Fire; and 
it exceeds even Antimony in the Retention 
of its Properties, though that loſes them 
not. in a thouſand Infuſions: But the in- 
ſtantaneous Progreſs of this Enemy to Man- 
kind is beſt illuſtrated by the Rapidity of 
Light, which is not greater. But more of 
this we paſs by till we come profeſſedly 
to ſpeak of a Contagion. 


' SECONDLY, the particular Nature of 
| the peſtilential Miaſmata, may be known 
from their peculiar Influence upon the 
ſaline Particles in a humane Body; for 
nothing acts with more Efficacy and Ener- 
gy upon a ſaline Body, than another par- 
taking of the ſame Quality ; and nothing 
is more plain than that this nitrous Spirit 
is of more Efficacy than the Alkabeſt it 
ſelf, as by it the fibrous Parts of the Blood 
are immediately corroded and diffolved ; 
and therefore after dangerous Hemorrhages, 
very little Coagulation can be obtained in 
the extravaſated Blood, unleſs by its be- 
ing expoled to the Cold; but as often 

| 30 
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as that does happen, do not we imme 


diately find a Fixation of the Fluids, and 7 : 

a certain Congelation of the Juices, which Ft 
greatly retards their rapid Motions, and 
ſometimes brings even a total Stagnation: 


It's furthermore of conſiderable Importance 


to our preſent Argument, that Spaſms, the 


conſtant Attendants of a Plague, have 


10 thele it may likewiſe be added, 


that a Peſtilence has a great Similitude to 5 
a ſcorbutick Habit, having its Origin from nt 
a ſaline Conſtitution of Blood; and the 
great Likeneſs there is m many Circum- 
ſtances of their Generation and Propaga- 


tion, inſomuch that after a peſtilence is 


with others ceaſed, it will yet continue to 
infect ſcorbutick Conftitutions as hereafter 


will further appear: From the ſame Cauſe 


likewiſe does a peſtilential Contagion reign 


moſt in Maritime Countries, and near the 
Sea-Coaſts ; becauſe ſuch a ſaline Diſpoſi- 


try do by fad Experience | too much re- 


ſtifie. 


| their Origin from an acrid vellicating Salt = 
in the nervous Fluid. 


tion does there moſt abound; and the Trutn 
of this, the Maritime Parts of our own Couns | 
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LAST LY, If Arguments taken to this 
purpoſe from the Method of Cure were 
valid, from thence it may be gathered, 


2 that a ſaline Spirit hath a great ſhare in 
: giving Riſe to a Peſtilence; for in out cu- 
e rative Regards for this Diſtemper, a skilful 
1 and upright Phyſician bends his whole 
N Care at firſt to prevent its Attack, which 
2 be does by the Uſe of oleaginous Subſtan- 
f ces, by that Means expecting to cover over 
. the Stomach as it were with a Plaſter, to 
. , guard it againſt ſharp and corroſive Effuvia; 
= the ſame Intention is alſo purſued by Me- 
M1 dicines, in endeavouring to defend againſt 
be dhe poyſonous Taint, or throw it out when 
7” received by Alexipharmicks and Diapho- 
by reticks: For every one who is but tole- 
» i © rably converſant in ſuch Practice, very well 
4 7 kuows that the ſaline Particles are thrown 


off this Way much more effectually than 
55 by any other; and a further Demonſtrati- 
15 on of this Matter is alſo, that the Sweat 
5 of infected Perſons, as in the late Sickneſs, 
5 7e extream pungent Pains by its Acri- 


th | on in its Exit; and that the more brackiſh 
"= ſich Sweat comes out, the more ſerviceable 
re- 


: | proves; whereas when it happened to be 
2 | {oft 
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ſoft and inſipid, it was a ſure Forerunner of FE 
worſe OY | and even of Death. Y 


© KS] R T HERM 0 R E, as to curative 
Intentions; all Diligence was uſed to pre. 
ſerve and reſtore the internal Ferments 
from a Contagion; and this was chiefly 
done by faline Preparations of various 
Kinds, which gave greater Energy to the 
natural Spirits, ſo as to alter and renew 


them by Means of that Similitude of Tex- 


ture and Couſtitution N between | 3 
them. | | 


AGAIN, what was excreted did greatly 
eſtabliſh this our Hypotheſis ; what was 
| thrown up by hard Vomiting diſcovered no- LI 

thing more than a rancid Brackiſtinefs, that 
vellicated the Stomach into Convulſions by 
its acrimonious and corroſive Qualities ; | b 
and the frothy and fermentative Nature of 3 j 
what was ejected by Stool, fully ſhowed its i 
ſaline Mixture: But we ſhall come more 
fully to talk of this hereafter : To con- ” 
clude therefore this Controverſie; although 2 
the Hypotheſis here laid down may at firſt Y 
Appearance ſeem new, yet it does not ſo 3 
far differ from the Sentiments of the An- 
cients upon the ſame Subject, as confirm 
an! 


«. WH "#5 


Fo and a Contagion. 49 
of and explain what they have ſaid: It comes 
down to us for the Opinion of ſome of 

: them, that a Putrefaction of Choler in an 
ve * humane Bo ly gives Rite to a Peſtilence * 
re- and of others, that Fire may be ſo cor- 
nts rupted, as to occaſion the ſame; what 
fly therefore the former conceived. of Choter , 
ws and the latter of Fire, we judge more 
he juſtly aſcribed here to a vitiated ſaline Spi- 
ew rit. But leaſt we ſhould too long dwell. 
x- |. upon this Argument, if it was needful to 
en xecite all the Cauſes enumetated by Authors of 

this Malady, it would be difficult to find 
© any one which does not coincide with this 
tly our Hypotheſis ; {0 that whoſoever pleaſes 
Vas 2 to be at this Pains, muſt either aſſent with 
no- B| us, or reject them; and he that does not 
nat 2 ; like our Opinion, would do well to ſhew 
by 7 a better. 


ok IN the abovedeſcribed Peſtilence, as in- 
F 4 deed in many others; Perlons frequently 
died, without any preceeding Symptoms of 
on- = Horror, Thirſt, or concomitant Fever: 
12h 2 For the Confirmation of which, I ſhall give 
irſt 1 an Inſtance or two out of a great many; 
10 2 A Woman, who was the only one left alive 
An- E of the Family, and yet to her Thinking 
irm bverkectly well, perceived upon her Breaſt 
an! 1 5 the 
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the peſtilential Spots, which ſhe tooking 


upon to be the fatal Tokens, in a very _ 
| Hort Space died, without feeling any other | 


| Diſorder, or any other Forerunner of Death. 


A Youth alſo of a good Conſtitution, 


after he had found himſelf on a ſudden 
marked with the Tokens of the Contagion, 


believed at firſt they were not the genuine 
Marks, becauſe he found himſelf fo well, 
and yet he was dead in leſs than four 


Hours after, as his Phyſician had betore 


prognotticated. 


BUT how ſuddenly ſoever the Sickneſs 


killed ſome People, whether by ſuddenly 
ſeizing the Brain, Heart, Lungs, or any 


bother principal Part, with a deadly In- 
fection, or poiſoning the vital Spirits at 


once, ſo that no Appearance could be diſ- 
cerned, even of a lurking Fever, yet for 
the moſt Part, ſome Fever did ſhew it 
elf. . e 


AND it camot bs thought ſtrange, 


that moſt who took the Contagion ſhould 
have a Fever, to thoſe who conſider the 
Nature of a nitrous Spirit, eſpecially when 
_ degenerated, and that from the moſt ſight 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe it will take Fire, and excite Heat ; 


and the Fever accompanying, this preſent 
Sickneſs was of the worſt Kind, both on 
Accouut of its State and Periods, ſometimes 
imitating a Quotidian, and at others a 


_  Tertianz. ſometimes ſeeming to retreat, 


and at others attacking again with redoubled 
Fury: There was never a total Ceſſation, 
but ſometimes a Remiſſion for an Hour or 


two, although every Exacerbation was worle 
than the former; but this I paſs by here, 


having Occaſion hereafter to enlarge turther 
e 


AT len oth therefore,” to diharge my 
Promiſe in giving a ſhort Account of a 
Contagion, as of a Diſeaſe that is commu- 
ucable that Way only, and killing moſt 
it ſeizes, it is to be taken Notice, that the 
Infetion of the peſtilential Poiſon is not 
only trausferrable rom one Subject to ano- 
ther, either by mediate or immediate Con- 
tat, and exciting the ſame Symptoms; 
but all the Conditions likewiſe of its Ex- 
, are as conſpicuous as the Noon-day 
the peſtilent'al Corruption not to ariſe 
from Contagion, are trifling aud not worth 
Notice, as altogether diſconſonant to Rea- 

WS .. fon 
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ſon and Experience; as after I have enu- 
merated the Conditions of a contagious 
” Exertion, I doubt not but to make this 
Matter clear to every one. 


FOUR Things chiefly are neceſſary to n 
a Contagion : | | 


FI RT. That there 1 is an Elan ol the 
contagious Scminium. 


5 ECO NDLT, That there is a conve- 
nient Medium for the contagious Particles 
to moye through, and be conveyed by. 


THI RD LY, A Fitneſs in the Subject 


to. receive {000 cheriſh the contagious Ef: * 


FOURTHLY. A due Stay of this Se- 
minium; of all which diſtiuctly. 


THE Quantity of Neceſſories daily 
taken in for Refreſhment does evidently 
_ demonſtrate, that iuſenſible Perſpiration is 
much larger than all other Evacuations 
together: But where a Peſtilence invades, 
a yet much greater Waſt is made that 
Way than in a Time of Health, by the 

inte ſtine 


Wo 


5 


E 
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inteſtine Colluctation and Struggle of oppo- 
ſite Principles in the animal Fluids; this 


is confirmed by the Obſervation of Sancto- 


ri, who tells us, that Perſons taken with 


a peſtilential Contagion, immediately be- 
come much lighter, the Efluvia of their 
Bodies breaking through on all Sides with 


* Rapidity; for ſuch is the Energy of the 


peſtilential Taint, that it immediately ſub- 
tilizes more thick Subſtances, and gives 


them ſach a Sharpneſs, as to cut their 
Way like ſo many Needles, or Wedges, 


and very often carry along with them 


thoſe natural Spirits which ſhould be a 
Preſervative to the whole Frame: Hence 


ſometimes follow Swoonings and Faintings 
that are fatal, and Indications of that Waſt 
of Spirits that hath been made by the 
an Poilon, 1 


H E N CE moreover it appears, of what 
a diffuled Nature this Contagion may be 
of, by the great Plenty that tranſpires from 


an infected Perſon; and which Steam a- 
lone, as it is ſufficient to communicate the 


Infection, ſo it is alſo capable of vaſt Di- 


latation and Diffuſion; not much unlike 


the Snuff of a Candle, which not only 


2 emits a great deal of Smoak, but carries 
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a conſiderable Stench along with it into 
very diſtant Parts. 


SECONDLY, A fit Medium is very 
conducive to the Propagation of thePlague ; 


for according to the Diſpoſition of that, 


in being more or leſs open or confined, is 
the I.f:&i5n ſooner or flower communica- 


ted: Nor is there auy Doubt, but that 
the Air is this fit Medium, and whoſo 
Pores, altho' very minute, are readily filled 


with it's and therein the noxious Effluvia 


lodge Leite), unleſs expelled by any ex- 
terual F Orce. 


THE Air is moreover the more con- 


veuient Recepticle and Conveyance of this 
peſt] ential Poy ion, 01.account of that - ni- 
trous Spirit With wllich it abounds; hence 


it more eaſily receives the poiſonous Aura, 


and ithfully prelerves it as in a proper 
Conſervatęry, and on this Account the per- 


nicious Qualities, (unſels firſt deſtroyed by 


ſome uncommon Power) ſooner reach any 
Subject to act upon, and float about in 


Readineſs for Deſtruction: Sometimes alſo 
the peſtilential Miaſmata may be broke and 


deftroyed by the Occurſion of others, 
with. 
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without any Perception of either having 
been in this Medium. 
HENCE it comes ftrongly to be con- 
jectured, how the peſtilential Seminium comes 
to be hid ſo ſecretly in the Poroſities of 


the Air, ſo as to be conveyed from one 
Country to another, and to travel unper- 


ceived into very diſtant Regions. Further, 
as this Medium is more ſtill, it is ſo much 


che more capable to receive the peſtilential 


Infection; whereupon Places that are cloſe, 
confined, and dark, as Priſons, and Houſes 
in Vallies, are much more liable to Conta- 
gion, than Situations upon Eminencies, 
where the Air is frequently agitated by 
Winds; for the malignant Efluvia caimot 
ſo well fix in an Air ſo tumultuouſly 
hurried about; and they are likewiſe ren- 


dred leſs hurtful by a continual Mixture 


of freſh Air with them. 


THIRDLY, A ſuitable Diſpoſition of 
the Subject is very neceſſary for the Re- 
ccption of the peſtilential Taint; and this 
Diſpoſition reſets either ſome Fitneſs in 
the Pores of the Poly, or a long Accu- 
mulation of diſtempered Humours. The 


more open the Pores are, and the wider, 


. by 


M 


56 Of the Cauſe of a Peſtilence, 


by ſo much the more eaſily will the In- 


fection penetrate into the Body; and the 


more conſtringed they are, the better Se- 
curity is there againſt it, inſomuch that 
hardly by any other Means can it enter. 


A Turgeſcency of bad Humaurs greatly 


| facilitates the Plague's Admiſſion into any 


Perſon, whether ſuch a morbid Conſtitution 


ariſes from the Suppreſſion of uſual Eva- 


cuations, or from an erroneous Uſe of the 


Noa-naturals 5 and moſt of all, a Load of 1 


bad tumours from an Exceſs or a Surfeit, 


leaves ſo great a Similitude to the peſti- 
lential Poiſon, as greatly to encourage its 
Admiſſion. But beſides theſe Diſpoſitions 
ol the Subject, it is much to the Purpoſe 
to ſuggeſt this following Obterva ion, that _ 
the Plague is ſometimes ſo much heredi- | 
tary, and influenced by a ſemiual Taint, 


that in a common Contagion it ſhall much 
exert it ſelf in ſome in the fame Mauner 


upon Children, as their Parents, as in the 
 Small-Pox, and other Aﬀettions of like Na- 
| ture. 1 | 


FOURTHIY, It is neceſſary that there 
Thou'd be a continua! Lodgment of the 
egilential Poiſon; for if the noxious Steams 


were 
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were blown away as ſoon as received, there 
would be but little Miſchief done; but 
thote which meet with any glutinous | Mat- 
ter, and a certain Lentor from the Viſcidity 
of the Rumours, with which they lie en- 
tangled, until they are carried through 


the larger Veſſels with the Blood, be- 


gin to fuſe and tame all the animal . 


juices; aud thus the peſtiferous Miaſmata 


having got Polſeſſion, are able to ſubvert 


the whole Machine, and bring all into 


Confuſion, without requiring auy long Stay 
to execute their pernicious Effecks; for 


as ſoon as they once find a viſcid and 


tenacious Subſtance, they eagerly join with 


my . has lay hid ſo long Z, ruſhed out 


it, and are but with great Difficulty to 
be extricated. Vet notwithſtanding it is 


generally thus, I have ſometimes found 


Inſtances of a longer Stay of the peſti- 
lential Poiſon before its Exertion, where 
the Symptoms of Infection have not ap- 
peared until a fit Time of Maturity for 
Eruption into Action, and for the Confir- 
mation of which ſeveral Inſtances might 
be produced were it controverted ; 1 have 
known many go into the Country after 
Intercourſes with the infected, and keep 
well for a Month or two, when the Ene- 


of 


mm 
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of its Faſtneſſes, and by its Fury ſuffi- 
ciently compenſated its ſoregoing Delays; 


and this Eruption ſooner might very pro- 
bably have been hindred, partly by the 
 Viſcofity of the Humours entangluig the 
peſtilential Miaſmata, and partly from an 
over-powerful balſamick Quality, natural to 


a good Blood, and to a Plenty and Vigour 
of animal Spirit; but as I would not 


be tedious upon Things ſo very obvious, 


this ſhall ſuffice concerning a Contagion. 


BESIDES the Cauſes already recited, 


there may be others allo worth Conſidera- 
tion, viz. the eating corrupted, or rotten 


ef; and it is not at all foreign to our 
Purpoſe lere to take Notice, that on the 


Year bcfre the late peſtiiential Sickneſs, 


there was a great Mortality amongſt the 
Catte!, from a very wet Autumn, whereby 
their Carcales were fold amongſt the 'ordi- 


nary People at a very mean Price; and a 
great deal of putrid Humours in all like- 
lihood producei from thence: Ard this, 


in the Opinion of many, was the Source of 
our laſt Calamities; and many knowing | 


Perſons aſcribe the Peſtilence to this Ori- 
Sin, as the morbid Diſpoſition which ſuch | 


2 Feedi;z muſt needs ſubject the People, 
could 
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could not but facilitate both the Infection 
and Progreſs of that fatal Deſtroyer, 


T 0 this 1 do not deny, but that the 
common People, who fed upon ſuch a Diet 
even to Gluttony, might treaſure up Mat- 
ter enough for lo deadly an Impreſſion, 


and with which the Plague might naturally 
enough go into a Co-operation ; but ſuch 


Proviſion, although very much corrupt, and 


liable thereby to excite Symptoms like to 


thoſe in x Peſtilence; yet they were not 
in Plenty enough to ſupply the whole 
Market; and thereſoce a Cauſe fo private 
and particular, could not be ſuppoſed ta 
extend to ſo univerſal an Effect. . 


HENCE it is further manifeſt, that 
a corrupt Diet can do no more in giving a 
peſtilential Impreſſion, than a good one can 
in removing it; and therefore, not to dwell 
too long upon this Matter, it is my Opi- 
nion that ſuch a Way of Living may raiſe 
the Humours to a Degree of Putrefaction, 
as brings Fevers very maligrant, and cauſes 
epidemical Diſeaſes, but not a true Peſti- 


Hence, 


AND 
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AND the Conjecture that a Sickneſt 


amoneſt Cattle is transferable to the humane 3 
Species, hath not yet appeared on any _ 
good Foundation; but to remove this 
Difficulty, no one doubts but that a 
Plague amongſt Cattle, from ſome com- 
mon Cauſe, as a Corruption of the aerial 
Titre, and which differs from a Plague 
amongſt Men but in Degree, may alſo 
be tranſmitted to the humane Species; 
| that is, a feebler Degree of Poiſon, .and | 
a milder Aura, may taint the Herbage, | 


than that which is ſufficient to deſtroy 


Peſtilence amongſt Cattle from a private 


Cauſe, can ever obtain any Dominion over 


Mankind. Theſe Stories therefore have no 
Weight with me, that a certain Leech, 
upon opening an Horſe, that with a great 


yet 
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tlie firmer Conſtitution of Animals; beſides 
which, from the Diverſity in the Pores of | 
Brutes, and their different Conſtitutions, | 
and the Fortitude in the Spirit of a Man, | 
1 cannot be induced to believe that the | 
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many others had died of ſome common 
Diſtemper, in Order to know what it was, 
and finding certain peſtilential Tokens upon 5 
his Inwards, both the Maſter and the Fa- 
mily ſoon died of the Infection; which 
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yet went no further than that Family, bur 


expired with them. 

7 F.; DURING the late Plague likewiſe at 
s London, a Citizen travelling into the Coun- 

try, found his Horſe of a ſudden to tire 

„ and fall down, whereupon he opened his 


T9 Mouth to find out if poſſible the Cauſe of | 
fo ſudden a Change; when the good Man, 
upon Receipt of the Horſe's Breath upon 

him, immediately grew ſick, and died in 
5 two Days Time. 


wy; BUT theſe and the like Inſtances cer- 
es tainly tend to prove no more than that 
of i there may be Conſtitutions and malignant 
Steams, which, by agitating the Maſs of 


Humours, may excite putrid and irregular 
Fs Orgaſms, wherein the Juices and Animal 
Fluids, according to the Quantity and Pre- 
E valency of the D:ſtemperature, and the 
Variety of the infuſed Taint, with the 
S Diverſity of Putrefattion, goes 1ato Corru- 
| ption; but the foremertioued Tranſplan- 
tation of the Plague does not happen but 


on 
1 where there is a ſuitable pred: iipoſition of 
as, 
5 23 'Humours 0 admit it, AS its Cauſe is nos 


| 1 | geacral. 
2 MORE- 
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perature of the Year, ſudden Change of 
Air, Suppreſſion of uſual Evacuation, Di- | 


MOREOVER, although the Intem- 


mMuuttion of Peripiration, Drunkennels, Ve- 
nery, aud Pailtous of the Mind, elpecially 


Anger and Fear, are juſtly reckoned a- 


mongſt the remote Caules of a Peſtilence ; 


; et they regard rather the Invaſion of % : 
than its Origin; but of this we ſhall lay | 


more hereafter. As to the aboyemeritioned © 


' Paſſions, it is almoſt incredible how ſome, | 
at the Height of the Infetion, would from 
a very flight Cauſe kindle into the utmoſt | 
Rage, and rave at one another like meer 
Scolds, until Death parted their Conten- 
| tions. 25 


NOR does Fear or Sorrow leſs prepare 4 
the Way lor the Infection, by ene 
the Fancy and Memory, by Suifocating the | 
Spirits, Suppreſſing the natural Heat, 


W 15 Conſtitution, and Promoting 


Malignit : We have manifold Inftances of | 


this Ind in 1 but if, as ſome 40% 


we ſhould be prolix in the Euumeratiou 5 


of Things that want not Proof, the Render 


would be quite tired with needleſs Stories. 


T 


33 
1 TG . 
. 


4 


1 


* 


ED 


2 


in 8 


pries. |the ſame Fluids, and e centra; and this 


: 4 m 'ght be demonſtrated by innumerable 
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BUT now it may be convenient to add 


a few Remarks concerning the Trauliation 
of a peſtilence from an hot Country to 2 
cold one; tor according to the diiterent 
| Eifefts. of Heat and Cold, the one atte- 
. nuating and rarefying, the other condenſing 
and conſtipating, the peſtilential Venom is 
ſtrangely altered, inſomuch that in a Thing 
F ſo obvious, there does not require much to 
be laid: Every Thing of this kind pro- 
dißgiouſly ſpreads in hot Climates, as being 
more ſubtile than even the Air it; ſelf; 
tho' the ſame in the Northern Countries 
is more reſtrained, and confined in Faſt- 
naeſſes it cannot eſcape from; and from hence 
the Reaſon is very obvious why there is ſo 
much Difference between the Diſeaſes of 
bare different Climates, which would be too 

ning 

the 
eat, | ; 5 


| tedious for us here to go into. 


To. come nearer therefore: th our Euſi- 


neſs; the ſme AﬀeRions that in an hot 


s of þ 8 ry heat the Blood and other juices, 


do, . fo as in 9 great Meaſure to put them into 


wiou E 
der 5 


Fuſion, when tranſlated into the contrary 
Extream may give contrary Properties to 


Expe- 
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| Experiments, \ were there any Doubt about 


It 


I being then granted, that this Plague 


firſt was brought from Africa, or Aſa, to 
Holland, and from thence into Britain, every 
one may eaſily conjecture, how much Al- | | 
teration it muſt undergo in ſuch a Travel, 
from a hot and dry Climate into a moiſt | 
and cold one, not ſo much in its own Na- x 
ture, as from the Vehicle of Air which E 
conveyed it, and thereby producing diffe- 
rent Degrees of Infection, and Series of 5 , 
| symptoms: But this Variation would be 3 
moſt diſcernable in the Complication of | 
the peſtilential Seminium, with the particu- 
lar Diſeaſes of each Country, and thoſe Þ 
which are as it were peculiar to them: 
This in our Caſe 1s very well worth No- 7 
tice, for in Holland, where the Scurvy ex- F 
treamly reigns, and therefore, for Reaſons 3 
before given, moſt liable to a peſtilential |? A 
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Infection, it obtained only as a more ag- 


gravated Scurvy, as ſhall hereafter be Fur: 4 
| ther remarked. 


AS for that Opinion of the famous 
Kircher, about animated Worms, I muſt 
confeſs 1 never could come at any ſuck iN 
Di- 
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Diſcovery with the Help of the beſt Glaſſes, 
nor ever found the ſame diſcovered by any 


bother; but perhaps in our cloudy Ifland 
we are not fo ſharp-ſighted as in the ſe- 


rene Air of Traly; and with Submiſſion to 


 * ſo great a Name, it ſeems to me very 
di ſcouſonant to Reoſon, that ſuch a peſti- 


g lential Seminium, which is both of a nitrous 


4 
| Þ- 


Em 4% ; 


and poiſonous Nature, thould produce ry 
living Creature, 


As in putrid Fevers; in a PeRilence; 


Malignity is a Deſtroyer of Inſects, and 
frightens them away as it were alive, ſo 
far is it from giving Birth to them; in- 


deed in ſome malignant Ulcers ns Cane 


| cers, and in the Blood of ſome People, 
x } ſometimes animalcula are found; which is 
rather to be looked upon as the Effect of 
* ſome Fault in the nutritious Juice, than 
the Produce of any Poiſon; and therefore 
they are not to be accounted amongſt the 
Cauſes of a Peſtilence. 


SECTION 
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SECTION Ill 


humane Boch from Poiſon. 


N Order to put an End to the Con- 


troverſies about the Seat of a Peſtilence, 


muſt neceſſarily be ſome conformable Pro- 


perty in the Matter which is fit to receive 
it; as therefore there is not in the whole 
3 Machine any Subjec more appo- 
Ate, and capable of its Union, than the ani- | _ 
mal Spirits, we muſt fix its Reſidence there. 
But becauſe 1 am fe; fhle what Objections 4 
this Or gion lies open to, with ſome Per- 1 
ſors, vio may not conte how an im- 
mediate 


ä of the primary Seat f a Peſtilence; where, | j 
by the Way, is conſidered the Natare of | * 
the Spirits, and their Infection in an 


which have from Antiquity even to this 
Day been warmly maintained, many Au- 
thors putting the Heart for the Principle 
of Life and Death, ſome the Brain, and 
others the Stomach, Lungs, or Liver: It 
will be neceſſary here to diſcover the im- : 
mediate Reſidence of the peſtilential Semi- 
vium. Since therefore the above-mentioned þ + 
Aura, according to Hypotheſis, is very | _ 


ſubtile and ſpirituous, for that Reaſon there a 
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4 mediate Infection of the Spirits is commus-- 

nicable to the Viſcera, and all Parts of 
the Body, it will be neceſſary to go thro 
of ttßhis Matter in a very particlar Mamner, by 


an enquiring; 3 


F IRS T, What are the Spirits concern · 
ing which we are here ſpeaking ? . 


"TX | SECO * DLT, What is that Diſpoſition 
a of Spirits which makes them fit to receive 
the peſtilential Impreſſion? And, 5 


"bs 1 THI RDLY, After what Manner the 
, vitiated Spirits can affect the whole Body 
1 with Diſorders? ? 


T O this Purpoſe we muſt know, that 
the Spirits are the moſt thin and ſub- 
tile Particles of the Aliment and other 
Juices, raiſed to the utmoſt Perfection and 
Volatility by the innate Heat, and the 
nitro-aerial Spirit, to ſerve in the Opera- 
tions of the Mind, and all the Purpoſes of 
the animal OEconomy. 


THE Matter whence the Spirits are 
generated is the Chyle, and their Reſtau- 
OY 4 tation, Confirmation, and Sits. ahi from the 


oy 
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| Recruits of Food, as is their Languor, Pro- 
tration, and utter Extinction from the 
Wont of it; ſo that howſoever they were 
firſt generated in the original, they owe 
their Conſervation and Vitality to the Nou- 
riſhment continually brought in; and al- 
though in a State of perfect Health they | 
are never changed by that, yet they con- 
_ tinually act upon that after various Ways, 
bringing it from a crude, recreme ticious 


Light is kindled by another, and as the ; 


Sanguification, or making more > Blood. 


_the mot pes fen Manner, they exceed even 
; the 3 


State, into a 1 juice, | * rich ſpiritual N 


Balſam, retaining its ideal Character: And 
hence it comes about, that although there 
is a daily Waſte of Spirits, there is no 


Want, becauſe Nature 18 coatinually, while 4 
Things are in Health, making more; in- | 
fomuch that after a due Conſtitution of | 
Spirits 1s obtained, they of themſelves are | 
the main Efficients in making more, as one | 


Blood it ſelf is the chief Inſtrument in ; 


| | + 

| 4 

IT is a Matter indeed of much more 8 

| Deulty to determine, how particles from | þ 
a groſs Origin, ſhould be raiſed to ſo great "þ 
Volatility and Fineneſs ; but this is very 
certain, that when they are elaborated in 1 8 
4 
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10. the Light and Activity of the Sun-Beams; = 
the and the brighter and more active they pg 
ere the better do they perform their Offices 
we in the OEconomy, as from their Efficiency 
ou- is procured a State of Health and Vigour 
a both 1 in Body and Mind. 


IT is of no great Moment to enquire, 
what Quantity of Spirit is neceſſary for 
the Conſervation and Support of an humane 
hody, fo that we do but. krow they par- 
take of the Source from whence they are 
generated, inſomuch that they are more 
odr leſs perfect, according to the greater or 
5 858 lleſſer Degree of N 1 their productive 
]u ces. 


BUT 1. muſt here acknowledge my ſelf 
diffident in that Opinion of the Spirits be- 

ing prepared of a different Nature for par- 

ticular Parts, for according to the Influen- 

ces of the Mind, and the Contiguity, Recti- 

| tude, or Conſent of the Veſſels, they are 

by a voluntary Act determined the ſame 

| into this or that Limb or Part; Which 


from | 
rent is manifeſt enough in the Prick of a Needle, 
a or ea venomous Bite, from the great Afflu- 


d 0 | ence of Spirits to that Part; I have there- 
3 | fore yo Notion of a continued Emanation 


the 3 N = 
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of Spirits, but that on ſuch Occaſions they 


are called, by the Senſation upon the af- 
| felted Part, from the nervous Origin where 


they are elaborated, 


SECONDLY, It ſometimes happens 


that the Spirits degenerate from their native 
Purity, as alfo at others that they prove 
abortive, in not arriving to their utmoſt 
Maturity, whereby they lie more open to 


foreign Impreſſions of Diſtemperature. 


BUT when the Juices, or common 


Promptuary from whence the Spirits are 


generated, is not uniform, genuine, and per- 


ect in kind, it is 1mpoſſible that Spirits | 
ſhould be made from it in any tolerable | 
perfection; for one may as well pretend 
to waſh a Brick, or draw clear Water from 


a foul Spring, as expect pure and natural 


Spirits from a corrupt and vitiated Chyle; 


although even when the Chyle is in right 
Order, there may various Errors happen 
in the Generation of Spirits, as from too 


great an Heat agitating the Blood in a 
preternatural Manner, or from an imperfect 
or unequal Separation of Particles, or from 
too much Cold cauſing an Intermixture of 
Crudities; and again, although the Spirits 


are 
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l are duly elaborated, yet they may run into 


irregular Motions, and be the Occaſion of 
many Diſorders: But what is moſt to the 
Purpoſe, they may ſometimes alſo receive 


2 Taint from external Impreſſions. 


AND this Aptitude, or Propenſity of 


the Spirits to receive a peſtilential Taint, 
is manifeſt from their fiery, or rather ſaline 


Nature, for on Account of that Subtilty 
which they acquire thereby, do they more 
naturally attract the conte“, M Aura, than 
Bodies more groſs and heavy: For as 
theſe Spirits, as before obſerved, are nitrous, 
and inflammable, by their Similitude to a 


peſtilential Aura, they not only are fitted 


to receive, but even attrac it, and pro- 
voke it into Union; as the Snuff of a Can- 
dle juſt blown out, if it is not too far off, 
will by an Affinity of Qualities be ſoon 
rekindled by another lighted one at ſome 
Diſtance; and how much ſoever the poi- 
ſonous Qualities of the peſtilential Eſfvia 
may be deſtructive of the animal Spirits, 
yet there is nothing more certain, than 
that their Taint is N eaſily impreſſed 


upon them. 


Fa AFTER 
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AFT ER the peſtilential Poiſon is 151 
received by che Spirits, it is impoſſible to 
expreſs the fatal Couſequences, and the 
cruel Havock that is made in the whole 
O Economy; for the ſame Inſtruments which 
before were aery, lucid, and like the Rays of 


the Sun, immediately become vapid, dark, 
and uſtleſs, neither able to invigorate the 


= Couſtitution, . nor defend it againſt the 


Coutagion. 


1 IRDL 7, Having briefly paſſed over 
| theſe Matters, it remains that we ſhew by 
what Steps the humane Frame comes to 
be diſordered by this peſtilential Invaſion; 
and in Order to this, I know not a more 


fatal Circumſtance in Nature thin to have 


the very Guards and tutelary Preſeryers of 
Life, turn, as it were, Deſerters and Be- 
trayers. For there is nothing more mani- 


feſt, than that the whole Compage, and | | 
its ſeveral Parts, run into Decay as ſoon | : 
as the peſtilential Taint takes Place; for 
immediately upon the firſt Seizure, te 
whole Effort of Nature, as at Rome when 
Huunibal was at their Gates, is recollected : 
againſt the Enemy, as ſenſible that all is 


at Stake, but being ec to the Conflict, 
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"gy they retreat, and are taken Priſoners, leav- 


ing the whole Body defenceleſs. Hence 


the Infection runs through all the Blood, 
whereby the Heart and Lungs are princi- 
pal Sufferers. Hence ſuch a Corruption of 


the nutritive Fluids, that the whole ner- 
vous Syſtem is diſturbed, the burning Heat 


vital Faculties ceaſe to act, 


of the Pancreas produces the moſt extream 
Sickneſs, 


and hence follows ſuch a Depra- 
vation of the whole Machine, that all the 


and Death 


| cloſes the fatal Scene. 


BUT I do not at all ſee how fuck a 


| noble Part as the Heart, ſhould be firſt 


= affected by any particular ſpecifick Quality 8 
in the Poiſon or a Plague, to affect that 
more than any other; as if it was ſo ſpight- 
ful, as ſome would have it, to attack the 
Principles of Life at once; for the Heart 
| ſeems at firſt to be affected chiefly from 


the Multiplicity of Veſſels, and the great 
Crowd of Circulation that Way, giving 
Opportunity for the Venom 1ooner to arrive 
thither; concerning which we Jhall have 
Decafion to ſay more under chat Head of 
Symptoms. 


UPON 
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UPON the ſtrong, preſumptive Proofs 
therefore that the peſtilential Poiſon chiefly 


reſides in the Spirits, we cannot but much 
admire at the Weakneſs of thoſe, who ex- 
pet to detect its Nature and Cauſe from 


what they can find on the Diſſection of 


morbid Bodies, and ſuch like Circumſtances: 


For a very noted Perſen, and one of ex- 


quiſite Skill in Anatomy, although he him- 


ſelf at laſt fell in the general Calamity, 


affirmed, that the Seat of the laſt Peſtilence 


was in the extream Angles of the Plexus 


Choroides, towards the Cerebellum, becauſe he 


had found a ſmall Veſicle there; others 


have obſerved the Lungs to "Koop been 
marked with the Tokens of Infection; o- 
thers report the Heart to have been tume- 
fied, and burnt as it were, to a Coal; 
whereas it is plain, that theſe Parts are 
only ſo many Fields of Battle, where the 
Spirits and the Infection contend it with 
each other; Nor will any one, who rightly 
conſiders theſe Things, wender, that ſuch 


Marks of Devaſtation ſhould every where 1 


be left by fo cruel an Enemy. 


THEREFORE, although it ſhould | 
be granted that the moſt obvious and open 
125 Tokens | 


ER Ong — . — 
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Tokens of a Peſtiience are from a ſpiritual 
and an inviſible Cauſe, and whoſe Effects 
may perhaps ſometimes be laid open to 
Sight, yet I have no Intention to diſcourage 
anatomical Diſſections as a needleſs Trouble, 
for by ſuch Light, Medicine is recovered 
from the Reproach of Conjecture; but 


when Bodies are opened which have been 


OE by ſuch ſubtile Agents as here {poke . 


there 18 no Confidence to be given 


5 5 thence to the Nature of the Diſeaſe; 

| and thoſe who have been moſt knowing in 
the Nature, Uſe, and Diſorders of the 
Spirits, very well can direct how to re- 
cover thoſe Diſorders, 
ö N Inconveniencies by immediate Application 
thereunto. 


and avoid future 


AND Laſtly, to conclude this Doctrine 


concerning the Spirits Infection, this irre- 
fragable Argument may be produced from 
the Intention of Cure; 
rienced by more than a thouſand Inſtances, 
that the more cardiack and alexipharmick 
Medicines are ſubtile and ſpirituous, the 
more certainly do they encounter the pe- 
ſtilential N 
on the contrary, thoſe Medicine 


for I have expe- 


Poiſon with Succeſs; whereas, 
> which are 


coarſer 
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coarſer and flower of Exertion, do little 


or no Good. But this we refer to the 


curative Part hereafter in another Section. 1 


SECTION 1v. 


of the Complicition of 4 Peflilence with | 


other Diſtempers, and nen with | 
the Searvy. | 


1 the Peſtilence is the moſt powerful 


of all other Diſtempers, ſo it alſo 


claims a particular Privilege of joining with | 
all others; ſo that it does not more ex- 


cel in its own Contrariety and Antipa- | 


thy to Nature, than it afferts a Preroga- | 
tive over all thoſe various Evils which the | 


humane Frame is ſubjected to, and draws | 
them into its Aſſiſtance in exerciſing. its | 
cruel PO wer over Mankind 


"TH I 8 1 2 be ſupported 


by a Multitude of Inſtances, if it were 


not for taking up too much of the Rea- 
der's Time; for which Reaſon we ſhall on- 
ly take Notice, that amongſt all thoſe Di- 


ſtempers which are thus inclined to join | 
their Forces with this moſt powerful Ene- _ 


my, ſome ſeem to have a more particu- 
| lar 
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lar Fitneſs for ſuch a Union, from a com- 
mon Affinity in the Nature of their In- 
fection, and the e of their Foifon. : 


ONE of the Firſt of this Chat is the 


venereal Diſeaſe, with which the peſtilen- 
tial Venom does in a very familiar Manner 
unite it ſelf, At the firſt breaking out 
indeed of the laſt Sickneſs it was given out 


by common Fame, that thoſe who were pre- 


viouſly infected with any foul Diſtemper, 
as the Pox in particular, would be ſecured _ 
thereby againſt the peſtiſential Taint ; but 
wicked and impious was the Confequerce 
x ef ſuceh 2 Suggeſtion; for 

E hereby encouraged to leek the moſt laſti- 
vious and filthy Proſtitutions, 
to be ſecur'd by one previous lifeftioa ag gainſt 
another: 
lity peculiar to this naſty D ſeaſe, beſides 
that Expence of Spirit in the procuring 
ic, and beſides a loſt Force of the Con- 

ſititution thereby, the greateſt Aggravation 
to this Misfortune was, that the very Taint 
| 2 which was to defend againſt another, had 
| it in its Nature to be more forcibly at- 
| | tracted by it; 
3 was ſoon n to a bitter Repentance 


maiy were 
on pur poſe 


But beſides the poiſonous Qua- 


10 that the raſh Adventurer 


| for his Experiment, by ſinking immediately 
under 
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Stroke; and it was common to find, by a 
very eaſy Tranſition, the venereal Buboes 
changed into peſtilential Carbuncles, except 
in a few Inſtances where Nature found out 
an uncommon Artifice againſt theſe united 
Powers, by endeavouring an Ejectment of 


their joint Malignities by Salivation, where- Þ 


by ſometimes the Patient was brought 
into ſome Chance for his Life, both the 
Poiſons being in a great Meaſure caſt elk 
tos gether that way. 


BUT here it may not be improper 
to admoniſh the young Phyſicians not to 
be too forward Imitators of Nature in ſuch 
a Circumſtance; unleſs they will run the 
fame Hazard with a certain Empirick, 
who crouded his Powders upon the Sick 
that raiſed an untimely ſpitting, and 
brought a great many into a dangerous 
Condition, which by a regular Practice 
might have 885 tho „with Diffculty, 
| faved. 


Yet to ſet this whole Affair in « 


clear Light, there is great Reaſon to 


ſuſpe& that in many Caſes M Lercury had | 15 


for ſome time remained in che Body, which, 
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under the peſtilential Contagion at its firſt | li 
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| e like a Snake in the Graſs, being raiſed by 
the Peſtilential Infection, flew up into a 


Salivation; for the febrile Heat, affiſted 
with Medicines alſo of an hot Nature, throw 
up the Mercury, which had long lain 
quiet, like a Sublimation; which ſhould 


| be a Caution, not only to y oung Phy fici- 
ans, but thoſe of more ſtanding in Practice, 
not to be ſo buiſy with mercurial Medi- 
cines, to Children as well as grown Per- 


ſons, as they are too much apt to be; 
leaſt beſides the Inconveniencies already 


mentioned they cauſe malignant Ulcers, 
and Rotenneſs upon the Bones, as it is too 
YZ commonly oblerved to be done in irregular 


Practice, to the irreparable Detrimeut of 


| the Patients. 5 


I am not however. 18 norant that ſome⸗ 


| times the Peſtilential Venom may tumiſie 
| the falival Glands without any other AG 
ſiſtance, and occaſion Ulcers in the Mouth 
as with Mercury; for it is a common Caſe 
| in OP. * Fevers. 


BT it is ſo clear a Matter that the 


Peſtilential and venereal Poy ſons may inti- 
mately join together by their Afficty 
with one another, to the great Detriment 


of 
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of Mankind, as to want no further Proof: | 


to confirm it; nor does their Opinion at 
all obviate ours, who place the venereal | | 
Poyſon in Eumidity, and that of a Peſti- 


tence in Dryneſs, as long as the Symptoms | 


and Affections of both diſcover one com- 
mon Principle, that is, ſomewhat ſaline, 
but yet if this ſhould not be granted, 


they are naturally enough joined together 
by their known Malignity and Deſtruction! 
to human Nature. | 


BUT the Affinity between a Peſtilence Þ 
and a Scurvy is not a flight, and a ſup- 
poſititious ConjeQure, but ſtrengthened and | | 
confirmed by a plain Union between them, | 
whereby they attack like contederate Troops; | 
and both confeſs the ſame Origin, wiz. þ 
a filine Principle as is moſt remarkably EF 
obyious 1n their eager Coalition, whether | 
we conſider the forementioned Tranſplanta- 


tion of the like Plague from Turky to Hol- 


land, where their Alliance was firſt formed; 
Or whether we refle& upon them both 
as Diſtempers equally epidemical, which 
when joined make ſuch cruel Havock 


among, the human Species; as neighbouring | 
Flames catch together from a like A. 5 1 


fin ity of Parts, and burn with united Fury. 
FO R 
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FOR although there is à great Diffe- 
rence in Salts of different Kinds, yet there 
is a common Property amongſt them all, 


that when joined together they cannot 


hardly by any Means poſſibly be afterwards 
ſeparated, for which Reaſon when theſe 
two Enemies of Mankind were joined, the 
complicated Evil was at firſt cuſtomarily : 


diſtinguiſhed by the outlandiſh Scurvy, which 


by a confederate Power had increaſed its 
Malignity to ſo great a Degree. But to 


give ſome apparent Facts, which irrefraga- 


bly prove the natural Union between theſs 
two Origins of Miſchief, it may be proper 


to recite ſome Symptoms common to them 


both, and firſt of all thoſe Spots which were 


their certain Characteriſticks. 


THE Spots of. thoſe i in the Plague were 


' ſometimes ſo numerous, as to cover all the 


Body, of which we ſhall fay more here- 
after; and if we conſider the Appearances 

and Conditions of the Spots in both, we 
ſhall find a very great Agreement; he 
peſtilential Spots fometimes break out broad, 


gat other Times more contracted, juſt in 


the ſame Mamer as it happens in a Seurvy 


and as to their Duration, ſometi;mes they 


0 . Ara 
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are longer out than at others in both 
now alſo ſuddenly appear, and then again 
as ſuddenly turn in, and ſometimes remain 
out for two or three Days together; and 
their Likeneſs in all ReſpeQs is frequently 
ſo great, that amongſt the ignorant Nurſes 
and Empiricks, ſometimes the fatal Tokens 
of a Peftilence have been miſtaken only 


for Scurvy Spots: As to their Colour in 
a P'ague, as well as in a Scurvy, they are, 


fometimes florid, reſembling freſh Flea- 
Bites, and at others dusky and livid; and I 
met with them in a certain Youth reſembling 


Violet Flowers painted all over the Body; 


and in ſome 1 have ſeen them almoſt quite 
black, which are with great Difficulty to 
te diſtinguiſhed from the t true peſtilential 
Tokens. „ 


THERE are other Symptoms alſo 
that denote the Agreement herein, ſuch as 


large Stools, of a ſaline and fetid Nature, 


aud which are with great Difficulty re— 


trained by the moſt powerful Medicines; | 


but if ſuch a Flux continues, it threatens 


irretrievable Injuries, as Corroſion, Inflam- | 


mation, and ſometimes even Sphacelati on of | 


the Bowels, with intolerable Gripings, and 1 
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the Agreement that there is between the 


Ulcers and Tumours of both evidently de- 
monſtrate the Affinity of both their Ori- 


gins, as will hereafter more fully appear in 
that Part about the Cure. 


THE peſtilence : likewilt ſhews its Affi 


nity with the Scurvy, by leaving behind it 


a ſcorbutick Habit, even where a Perſon. 
was not given to it in the leaſt before z 


and it is not indeed at all ſtrange, that | 


after ſuch Diſorders, and Corruption of the 
animal Juices, and ſuch an Exhalation or 


Suffocation of ſubtile and ſpirituous par- 
BY ticles, an Habit ſhould be confirmed, that 
can be removed but by the moſt generous 
| | Remedies, and the moſt powerful Anti- 
E {corbutick» 


IT remains now briefly to enquire, 


whether a Peſtilence coming upon another 
Diſeaſe, in any Inſtances proves of Service; 
„and this I ſhall diſpatch in two Hiſtories 
of Caſes, one in a Conſumption, and the 

| ; other in the King Evil. „ 


A Girl of fifteen Years of Age was ſo 


emaciated, that ſhe had left little beſides 
4 in and Bones, and tak ing no Jouriſi ment 


9 A | to * 
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for 14 Days together, ſhe was given over | | 


as gone, but being called to the ſame Houſe, 


to ſce her Mother, and two others who had | 
the Infection, and recovered, the ſame Di- 
ſtemper ſeized that Creature almoſt hali-dead | 
before, whom alſo I then attended ; but 
the who juſt before lay as expiring, ſemed | 
animated by the feveriſh Heat, began to | 
move her Limbs, and with the Help of | 
Alexipharmick Medicines, although before | 
ſpeechleſs, began to complain of painful | 
Swellings about her; but thoſe Buboes, | 
which I ſuppoſe would otherwiſe have E 


broke out, for Want of Matter to raiſe 


them, were diſſipated by Tranſpiration; ſo 
that the recovered, and in about two Weeks 


alſo manifeſtly loſt her former Diſtemper, 
and gathered Fleſh and Strength. 


ANOTHER Maid of about 16 Vea“ 
of Age had been ſo ſcrophulous from her? 
Childhood, as to have many indurated} | 
Glands remain after all poſſible Means had . a 
een uſed to diſſipare them. She at laft| | 


— n 
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was ſeized with the Contagion, and peſti-| * 
lential Buboes roſe upon the ftrumous' 5 
Glands, which ſuppurated, and let out a I 
8! eat Quantity of Filth; and upon her Re. 
Cover) 3 
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covery from CY her former Diſtemper 


was quite loſt. 


SOME gouty perſons likewiſe, and others 
accuſtomed to very obſtinate Com plaints, 


were, by a lucky Conjunction wich this In- 


feection, quite reſtored : and indeed moſt who 


perfectly 


were rightly managed in dhe Plague, and 
recovered of it, were 
wards, in many Nada 3 in their 
Health than before; ſo tha: this terrible 
Enemy, as it was commonly ta:ai, ſo it alſo 
ſometimes proved a Remedy. And thus 
much for the Complicatio:1 of the Peſti- 
lence with other Diſtempers. We hall now. 
proceed to its Symptoms. 


Akter- 
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T is altogether foreign to my Deſign here, 
to enumerate all the Appearances that 
belong to a peſtilential Conſtitution, be- 
cauſe a great deal may be aſcribed to 
Ehantafie and Conjecture, as the Influence 


of Comets, and the Conjunctions of Planets, 


with others of like Nature: 
Rrange 1 


For what 
Notions have been e con- 


8 3 cerning 
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eerning this Contagion, which was import 
ed to us from Abroad? Are the Tails of |” 
Comets always armed with peſtilential 1 
Arrows? Or is the Air the more impure 

1 and unhealthful? Had we any Famine be- 
fore the laſt Sickneſs? Or had we por- 

4 tentious Swarms of Inſeds like Clouds over 

| | us? No, juſt the contrary, as we before 

Fr obſerved; all Things from Nature were 
promiſing and ſerene, and this Deſtroyer 

| „ iuwvaded us on a ſudden from ſtrange Coun- 

" tries; it is therefore of more Advantage 

to our Deſign here, to take all its conco- 
mitant Signs frora its manifeſt Effects. 


i os Be I F- Hud there are not many pe- 

| culiar to a peſtilential Fever, as that is 

Lf. chiefly a Collection, or an . of all 
other Fevers together, which in ſuch a_ 
Confederacy are not therefore without a 

il tedious Work to be enumerated in all their 

| Affections; I ſhall therefore ſatisfie my 

i ſelt with deſcribing ſuch only which are 
It 5 moſt obvious to common Obſervation, and = 
are met with in moſt infected Perſons: Þ_ 
And theſe for Method Sake I ſhall diftrt: 
 bute into two Clailes, 


FIRST, 
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SE CON D LY, The Appearances after 
Infection. 


BUT hereunto I thin it neceſſary to 


premiſe, that a Peſtilence puts on ſome- 


times one, and at others another Appear- 
ance, and ſometimes even contrary ones, 
according to the Conſtitution or Age of 


| the Patient, the Seaſon of the Year, preſent 
| OE preceding Diſtempers, a faulty Way | of 


Living, and the different Means of Commu- 
nication, both with Reſpeft to Virulence 


. and 8 


TH E symptoms of the firſt Claſs are 
Horror, Vomiting, Delirium, Dizzineſs, 
Head-ach, and Stupefaction. 


OF the ſecond, a Fever, Watching, Pal- 


pitation of the Heart, Bleeding at Noſe, 


and a great Heat about the Precordia. 


THE: S1gns more peculiar to a Peſti- 


0 lence, are thoſe Puſtules which the com- 


mon people call Blains, Buboes, Carbuncles, 


8 4 1 Spots, 
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Spots,. and thoſe Marks called Tokens; of all 
which diſtindtly. 


I do not know indeed throughout the 
whole Compaſs of Nature, (as before it 
hath been frequently hinted) any Thing fo 
ſubtile as the peſtilential Poiſon, and what 
will penetrate the Body with ſo much 
Swiktneſs and Secrecy, inlomuch that it is 
not perceived ſometimes till loug after its 
Entrance; what therefore is commonly 


laid of its ſenſible Attack, and that the | 


infected feel its firſt Inſult as from a ſud- 
den Blow, is more the Effe& of a deluded 
Imagination and Conjeckure, chan any ſolid | 
Judgment; as the Populace are apt enough | 
to frame ſtrange Conceits out of their own | 
Heads, and what hath long obtained amongſt 
them is very difficult to erace, 


HEN therefore ſuch a kind of Peo- ; 
ple hath received the Notion, as was com- 


mon in the late Sickneſs, concerning the © 


forementioned Manuer of Infection, it is 


no great Wonder that others likewiſe inn 
general go into the Error, and take it for |.» 


granted that this unmerciful Deſtroyer make 
its Seizure in this violent Way, and there- | I 
from wait for it js for a ſudden Stroke. 
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ALTHOUGH I am not inſenſible, 


| that ſome may have thus perceived we 
_ firſt Impreſſion, upon taking in ungrateful 


and filthy Smells; for the peſtilential Se- 


minium, (as before obſerved) when it incor- 
: porates with other Bodies that are grots, 
fat, and viſcid, may ſtrike the Organs of 


| Senſation very maniſeſtly at its firſt En- 


trance. 


AFTER the peſtilential Miaſmata have 
thus ſeized a Perſon, and the Spirits are 


overcome, the whole Maſs of Blood, and 


other animal juices, partake of the Diſor- 
der; from whence proceed Struggles not 


to be born, and a Train of Symptoms, of 
which quaking or ſhuddering is the chief, 
; all of a ſudden, without any manifeſt Cauſe. : 


THIS Symptome os its Origin to 


| 1 the Conflict of Nature with the infuſed Ma- 
Z lignity, whoſe Efforts of Reſiſtance excite a 
Senſe of Cold from the peſtilential Semini- 
umz after the ſame Manner as Nitre put upon 


the Tongue excites the ſame Senſation it 
is alſo to he ſuſpected that this Rivet 


May be owing to a Quality - in the poy ſo- 


nous Eftuvia of ext! uguhing the native 


Teat : 
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| Heat: And the Spaſmodick Affections of 
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the Nerves proceed from falt, ſharp, ma- 


lignant, and heterogeneous Particles ruſhing 
Into the ſenſible Fibres, and vellicating them 


into involuntary Motions and Twitchings. 


THE greateſt Part indeed of the Infect- 


ed perceived this Horror, but ſome of them 


more vehemently than others; but of the 


immediate Impreſſion upon the Spirit there 
is no Room to doubt, nor of a conſequent 


Degeneration of the whole Maſs of Blood; 


although I am ſenſible that the Subtilty of 
the peſtilential Taint took Place ſooner or 


later, according to the different Degrees of 


Strength and Texture in the Body to reſiſt it. 


IT is certain that the fine and exquiſite 
Contexture of the nervous Syſtem, and the 


Agreement and Conſent of one Part with 


another, as well as the extraordinary Per- 
fection of the Animal Spirits, ſet as Guards 
over ſuch ſenſible Parts, could not but be 


affected with the Apprehenſions of Miſ. 
chief, and ſhake and tremble, and uſe their 
Efforts to throw off the Danger ; and in- 


deed I take it further to be probable, that 


the peſtilential Poifon might be ſhook by 
ſuch Means out of the Nerves into the 
Muſcles, 


2 


* 
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| Muſcles, and there cauſe Tention, Tremy 
bling, Vellication, Yawning, Stretching, and 
all thoſe other Concomitants of Fr and 
malignant Fevers., - 


THE Duration alſo of this Shuddering 


was as uncertain as its Degree, for it went 
off ſometimes ſooner, and at others later; 


ſometimes in half an Hour, and at Fg 


| not till four or five Hours; which Ditfe- 
' rence I conjeckure owing to the Quantity 
aud Intenſeneſs of the Malignity, as to 
the greater or leſſer Struggles of Nature to 


reſiſt © 


AS ſoon as this Has could be ſaid 


to terminate, for the moſt. commonly . 


Nauſeouſneſs and Reaching ſucceeded, from 


| whence there was ſuch an exceſſive Loath- 
ing of Food, that even the Mention of it 
was irkſome; a certain and infallible Sign 
| of Seizure. | 


BESID E 3 hs Rauſeoufuele and Loath- | 


| ing, ſome were followed by grievous Vo- 
nmitiugs, occaſioned by the poiſonous Quality 
of the Peſtilence irritating and ſubverting the 
| >tomach ; for that, by Means of its nervous 
| (O ts, being endewed with an exquiſite Senſe, 


= T 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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endeavours to throw off any Thing offen. 


ſive and corroſive with the utmoſt Efforts, | q s 
and prevent the ſaline, peſtilential Venom, þ 
if poſſible, from taking Place; inſomuch | 


that nothing is more certain, than that 


the Stomach, by this fine Contrivance of Þ 


Nature, is only alſo to throw off any 


ether Thing dif: wreeable to it, as well as 
the Poiſon we are here ſpeaking of. 


SOME endure hereby ſuch a vehement Þ 
ad continued Irritation, that cannot be 


a Twagad by any Remedies, how often ſo. 


ever repeated, and ſometimes the Reaching | 


continues after the Strength of the Patient 


is too far ſpent to throw any Thing up, h 


whereby the Symptoms aggravate, and the 


peſtilenkial Venom takes s deeper Root in the 
Conſtitution. 


AFTER the principal Load of Hu 
mours ar- the Stomach are thrown up, 


very frothy Bile, fermenting like Yeſt, fol 
lows, that in its Colour is greeniſh, and 
ſometimes ſo fetid, that a Perſon cannot 
endure the Room without holding hi | 
Noſe, ſach is the prodigious Putrefaction 


and Malignity in ſome of theſe Caſes. 
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BUT whice the U-of. Medicines, o- 


7 therwiſe effectual to ſtop the moſt obſti- 
nate Vomiting, proves ineffectual, and there 
follows a great Thirſt and Heat, it gives 
ſttrong Suſpicion of Carbuncles in the Sto- 
mach, and immediate Death, ſo that the 


infected as it were vomit up their Souls, 
which (if we believe Helment) have their 
Reſidence there; but this will be further 
{poke of in the Prognofticks, 


80 ＋ before 1 proceed any further, the 
| Health of my Country, and the Concern ok 
| Poſterity, oblige me to take Notice of the 

| pernicious Practice of Empiricks of all 


Orders, with whom it was a Cuſtom to give 


Emeticks; for certainly many were deſtroy- 


ed by this Practice, the convulſive Reachins 
to vomit being carried beyond a Poſſibility 
to bear it. And truly the beſt Delibera- 


| tion and Thought I was able to take in 
ſuch Exigencies, where I "happened to be 
called, was but of little Effect, and after 


Adminiſtration of the beſt Medici:es that 
the Rules of Phyſick could invent, Things 
generally grew worſe; which made it ap- 
pear as impoſſible to rectifie a raſh and 
fata] Error in the Conduct of a violent 
Diſe eaſe, 
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£5 as in the Management of a military 
Engagement 3 but of this We ſhall have 
Occaſion to ſay more hereafter: 


VET to ſatisfe any inquiſitive Perſon 
how this primary Affection of the Stomach 


does ariſe, and through what Paſſages the 


peſtilential Poiſon makes its Entrance, it 


is to be obſerved, that nothing is more 
plain than that the peſtilential ALaſmats 


not only enter at the larger Paſſages, but 
allo through the Pores of the Skin, even 


to the whole nervous Syſtem, from whence 
they are communicated to all other Parts; 


for this is peculiar to the Nerves, that 


they not only convey the firſt Impreſſion Þþ 
to the Stomach by its general Conſent 


with all Parts, but alſo when that is after 


any Manner whatſoever atteCted, they com- 


municate it to the whole Frame, as in the 


taking a Vomit. 


SOMETIMES the peſtilential A 


is mixed with the Food, and ſwallowed 


therewith, which after ſome Delay in tho 
Stomach being digeſted and diſſolved, lets 
out the impriſoned Venom to vellicate the 


Fibres into Reachings and convulſive Mo- 


tions: And to put this altogether out of 
Diſpute, 


We 
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1 Diſpute, I have often obſerved Perſons imi- 
TE mediately to fall ſick from a State of per- 
fett Health after eating, and to throw up 
their Food, in other Reſpects good and 
| wholſome, as ſomewhat corrupted | and 


potlonous: 


vo MITI NG alſo may be promoted 5 


Scents, as well thoſe which are ſetid, as 
| ſuch as are contrary, by ſome particular 
Antipathy to the Nature and Conſtitution 
of the Patient ; and this I conjecture hap- 
| pens from the Harmony and Conſent of 

| the Organs of Smelling with the Coats of 
| the Stomach, inſomuch that the Stomach | 

immediately perceives any Thing that un- 
paged ſtrikes the Noſe, and riſes up againſt 
In the mean Time I would however 
; ts make this one Remark, that as 
in many Caſes the Adminiſtration of Eme- 
| ticks was pernicious, whether or no Exa- 
| cuation of the firſt Putrefaction at Stomac!:, . 
1 might not be much better encouraged up- 
F wards by Scents; as, on the contrary, the 
| Reachings at Stomach are ſometimes allay- 
ed by like Means, as by the Smell of Vi- 
negar, &. I do confeſs, that this 1 N 
Practice J cannot atteſt the Succeſs of by 


Lx. 


G 
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Experience, yet it is not unworthy a fa: 
tional Phyſician to attempt it. | 


ALL the Sick likewiſe quickly after 


I" Seizure grew delirious, running wildly a 
1 bout the Streets, if they were not con- 
[| __ fined by Force; when ſome tired with 
LE Rambling, on Increaſe of the Diftemper, 
"ny would fall down, ignorant of their Condi- 
135 tion, or where they were; and laſtly, to 


© © repeat what hath been already remarked, i 

that ſad Calamity feemed to have com- 
plicuted in its Production every Thing of i 
a poilonous and a deſtroying Nature. 


— — A — —— — 
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4 MANY were | ſeized with a Vertig 

| | which, without any Motion of external Ob- 

| ö jects, made them believe their Heads to 
. th | turn round: Without doubt the Bran 
| grievouily ſuffered from the pefizleitial i 


Taint, not only becauſe the Spirits uſed 
to be clouded, but that all Things wer? 
"my done as if in Sleep, which might arile 
from the inflammatory, cauſtick, aul 

narcotick Nature of the Venom, and the 

Texture and Conſent of the Veſſels wit: t 
1 HE the various Diſpoſitions of the Fluids. Tis H \ 
We, vertiginous Diſpoſition alſo in my Opinion [4 

might We 
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az 


14: 
1 and anomolous Motions of the Spirits. 
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might ſometimes ariſe from the inordinate 


A great many likewiſe muck complain- 


| ed of the Head-ach, which was ſo vehe- 
5 ment, as af the parts would have flown 
alunder; a Complaint the moſt intolera- 
ble of all, becauſe it continued without 
any Remiſſion or Intervals; the Enemy ne- 
ver retreat ing of it ſelt, and only to be 


vanquiſhed by the Efforts of the Conſti= 


| tution, and appolite Medicines. Indeed 
nothing was more plain, than that the 


| ' Meninges were ſtimulated by the ſaline Spi- 
' cula of the Contagion; and from the In- 


; t0 
rain 
3t1al 
uſed i 
ver? 
arile 
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the 
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ight 5 


flammation of the Brain, and its Sphacela- 
tion in thoſe who died, there is a ſtrong 


Suſpicion that this cruel, ſhooting Pain oy 


q aue to the laſt. 


I N this Claſs of Symptoins, Stupe faction 


3 is alſo to be ranked; becauſe from the 
Moment of Seizure many were taken with 
2 coma, and flept as if they were dozed 
with an Opiate; many in the middle ef 
their Employ, with their Friends in Con- 


verſation, or other Engagements, (as was 
before taken notice of) would ſuddeuly, 
E | Wiebe 
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without any Reluctance, fall into profound, 
and often * ä 


BU T by what Means this Venom does 
exert its narcotick Qualities, is not with 
me ſo ready to be accounted for; that is 
to ſay, whether it be from its original 
| Seminium? Or from Its affinity and Complr- 
cation with the Scurvy ? Or from its pre- 
dominant Malignity, and Antipathy? Or 
from an Obſtrucion of Circulation, or 
| Coagulation, Or Extravaſation of Blood ! 


Or laſtly, from ſome particular Impreſſion 


made upon the Origin of the Nerves! 
For this is a Difficulty reſerved for 
another Hippocrates, In the mean while it 
is by all contetſed, that by ſuch Stupefa- 
Ction or Sleeping, the peſtilential Venom 
becomes not only more deeply rooted, but 
alſo more cruelly affects the nervous Syſtem, 
and greatly weakens Ws 


T H E firſt and moſt confiderable Sym- 


ptom of the ſecond Claſs, is a Fever, which 
(as was before ſaid ) was a conſtant Atten- 


dant upon the laſt Peſtilence ; although in- 


deed the Infection ſeemed to kill ſome 
before the Blood and other juices could 
riſe into Fermentation; wherefore it may 
e 93 9 
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de taken for granted, that moſt Perſons 
were accompanied with a Fever. But this 


Fever indeed was in ſome very low and 


. concee led, though in others it appeared 


openly; and he muſt be but little ac- 


quanited in phyſical Practice, who hath 7 


wt frequently obſerved, that in malignant 


| Tevers their Becinuings are hardly diſcern- 
able, being accompanied with no Heat, no 
Inequality of Pulſe, and no Thirſt, although 
| ſecretly indicated by ſome other lurking 
Symptoms; and the Manner in which ſuch 
Patients expire, demoaſtrates, that they 
could not be altogether free of a Fever. 
| There are many Circuiiflinces indeed which 
| make it thus diffcult in the Acceſſion to 
| diſcern its Approaches, as a Want of Tur- 
f gelcency of Blood in the Veins and Arte- 
| ries, through Defe& of Room for ſuch 
| Commotion and Depuration, or becauſe the 
| Blood is ſo thin, crude, and degenerate, 
| that it cannot but with Difficulty ferment 
| and grow hot; - becauſe the peſtilential 
2 aſmata en at then firſt Inſinuation 0 
friendly to the Conſtitution, as to ſtir up 
no remarkable Alteration in the Blood, Or 
from its cold and ſtyptick Quality, re- 
tarding or ſupprefling ſach an Agitation. 


* 
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WH EREFORE no Body mould con- 


jeckure, that there is no Fever at all, 


where its manifeſt Symptoms do not im- 
mediately appear; but it moſt commonly 
happened otherwiſe during the late Con- 
tagion, for that diſcovered Signs apparent 


enough of its Preſence, ſuch as extream I 
qu etude, a moſt intenſe Heat outwardly, 
attended with unquenchable Thirſt within, 


Dryneſs, Blackneſs of the Tongue, intole-F 
rable Heat of the Precordia, and all other 
uſual Concomitants of a Fever's Acetic, | - 


A % to "the Fever's "PN ancocbaricta © and | 


Remiflious, it appeared by conſtant Expe- 


rience, that ſometimes they were erratick Þ 


and changeable, and at others continued, 


without auy Intervals ; and it was allo | 


cuſtomary to meet with ſome that wholly 


remitted for 8, 10, or 12 Hours. The F 


PA 


Aiternations likewite of Heat and Cold! 


were very various, and with ſome would 
change ſeveral Times in one Hour, and 
with others the Periods would be at much 
greater Diſtances; ſo alſo the recurring 
Acceſſious were ſorhetimies- milder, and at 
others more ſevere. Thoſe who with great Þ % 
Difficulty went through the firſt Paroxyſm, | $ 
could“ 3 


ly | 
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| could bear the ſecond with Baſe, as being 
much milder; 
ö / fourth Acceſſion would be with intolerable 
Voehemence and Fury: 
the firſt Fit would be gentle, and the ſub- 


whereas again the third or 
And at other T imes 
ſequent very ſevere and intenſe; and truly 


ſuch was the Uncertainty and Diſ Zuiſe of 
this inſidious Enemy, that nothing could 


he prognoſticated of its Attacks or Cruelty. 


BUT to come at ſome tolerable Notion | 
of the Reaſon for luch Uncer tainty; it is 


to be enquired, 


Fi RST, What Cauſe can be aſſigned 
for ſuch an uncertain Return of the Pa- 
And, 


SECONDLY, What Reaſon can be 


given for the unequal Exacerbations when 
the Fits do recur? 


C A N any one doubt what Tumults and 
Diſorders may be excited in the Blood, 
and other animal Juices, by that alin 


Ionian of a Peſtilence, which we have 
already deſcribed? 


The Uncertainty then 
of ſuch Diſorders muſt regard either the 
Faorbigck Veaom, or the N Nature and Mo- 
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tion of the Fluids upon which 1t operates | 

The morhifick Venom, in Proportion to its | | 
Euergy, and Diſagreement in Figure, irii- | 

tates Nature, always ready in her own Pre. 
{ſervation to expel the Enemy; but whef 

her Exertions are ſlow, or imperfect, of 

quice languid, ſuch a Depuration is ut 
obtained; but upon a Remiſſion of the | 

Conflict, thivh is Space given for interval; 
and this indeed happens, when the Natur: | 
and peculiar Figures of the noxious Parti 
cles are ſuch, as may in the firſt Struggl | 
be br oke and ſubdued, but after ſome TrucÞ 
inſinuates its Virulence further into th: F 
Habit, and imprints upon every Part th 
true CharaRteriſticks 0 a, fatal | . 


BUT to ſubdue and ch out 1 | 
Enemy, the Spirits are at continual Strife | 
although their Efforts are not always fu: 4 
ceſsful; to diſpatch this Matter therefor | 
in one Word, as the Aſſimulation and per! 
fect Mixture of the heterogeneous Party 
cles procures a Motion regular and con 1 
ſormable to the Blood, ſo from an Inequif a 
lity and diſproportionate Mixture, arilef * 
au irregular Circulation and Fermentatio, J ; 
ſo that the Reaſon for that Uncertainty ii 
theſe Fevers, and their irregular Return“ 
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irs and not from any Corruption, or Degree of 


Pre- 
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t the this Diſtemper commonly appeared more 
Strife f | 
orid than at other Times. 


8 (us: 
reforÞ 


id per? 
Part Inab lity of the Conſtitution to ſtruggle 


4 con with the peſtilential Venom; for as every 


equi 
aril Changes are uniform and diſtinct, by Rea- 
atio? 
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and Exacerbations, is to be ſought for in 


the Fluids and their circulating Veſſels, 


Putrefaftion, according to the Opinion of _ 


the Ancients. 


AN D as r my on part, can affirm, 


that I never could in any one ſiugle In- 


ſtance amongſt the infected, find the leaſt 


Impreſſions of Corruption in the blood; 


and this even thoſe Empicicks, though un- 


willingly, conteſs, who, to the vaſt Petr ment 
of the Sick, 


Notion; none of them havi g been ever 
t the; 


let them Blood upon ſuch * 


able to diſcover any Signs oi Corruption 


im their Blood, which as conſcious of it 


{elf bluſhed for their fatal Miſtake, and in 


TH AT the Times of the Paroxy ſms 
mould be uncertain, I take owing to the 
Fever is accounted regular, where all its 


ſon of the managable and ductile Diſpoſi- 
tion of the morbifick Matter; fo, on the 


2 contrary, where the peſtilential Miaſmata 
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uncertainly exert themſelves, and excite new | | 
Commotions, either by the Obſtinacy or 


Aſperity of their Parts not yielding to Com- 
minution, there a Fever returns with in- 


conſtant and unexpected Exacerbations : But 


to haſten to the ſubſequent Symptoms. 


ALTHOUGH ſome (as before faid) 


: were buried in Sleep, yet others ſuffered 
by a very different Extream, and kept con- 


tinually waking, inſomuch that frequent 
Repetitions of the moſt efficacious Opiates 


could not procure the leaſt Compoſure: 
in which Caſe, it is my Opinion, that the 
Membranes of the Brain are pricked anf 
vellicated ky poiſonous Ficyla ; beſides which 
alſo thole ſoft, dewy Moiſtures upon the 


Brain, neceſſary for its Relaxation to ſleep, 
are diſſipated and exhaled by the burning 


Heat of the Fever; fo that the Spirits are, 


as it were, ſet on Fire, and Inflammations 
raiſed, not to be again extinguiſhed, and 
frequently hkewiſe Sphacelations of the 
Brain. OO e 


BUT the moſt remarkable Symptoms of 
this Claſs, is the Palpitation of the Heart, 
the Ancients conjectur'd that Peſtilential 
Aura to have a ſpecifick Contrariety to 

| the 
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the Nature of that Organ; and it muſt 


be coafeſſed that in the late Sickneſs this 


Complaint was very grievous; but yet 
cannot ſee how this Venom ſhould more 


particularly be pointed againſt the Heart 
than any other of the //ſcera, unleſs in 


Conſideration to the greater Importance of 


3 its Office in the OEconomy. | 


As ſoon as the ſubtile Wien e @ 
Contagion hath inſimated it {elf into the 
Maſs of Blood, either through the Pores 


of the Skin, or other more open Paſſhges, 
| there is no doubt, but it imprints upon 


it very malignant Qualities, which, accor- 


ding to the neceſſary Laws of Circulation, 


muſt arrive at the Heart it ſelf, and af- _ 
fe& it with Uneaſineſs, ſo that its Pal- 
pitation is nothing elſe than its Struggles 


to throw off what is Offenſive; and it is 


no wonder to me this happens, becauſe 
the Heart is compoſed of ſuch a Contex- 
ture of Fibres ; for as the peſtilential 
Venom hath ſomewhat in it of a faline 
Nature, and what is acrid, it very natu- 
rally ſtimulates the nervous Parts, and 


gives to this Organ even convulſive Mo- 


tions; but of this matter every one hath 
leave to judge for himſelf + 
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BUT how vehemently the Heart 7 


may beat on this Occaſion, appears ve. 


ry manifeſt from a remarkable Inſtance; | 


I was ſent for to a Youth of about four. 


teen Years of Age, who had continued 


free of the Infection, after his Mother 


and the reſt of the Family had been vi. 
ſited by it, when all on a ſudden he was 
ferzed with ſuch a Palpitation at Heart, 
That I and ſeveral others could hear it 
at ſome conſiderable Diſtance, and it con- 


tiaued ſo to do till he died, which was 
ſoon after; many Meaicines being given 


without any manner of Succeſs: But in 
10 extraordinary a Cale as this, IJ am apt 
to conjecture it rather owing to a Peſti- 


lential Carbuncle ſeizing the Heart it felf, 
than from the Vellication and Stimulus only 
oh pungent Particles paſſiug through it. 


BUT to go on in the Enumeration ol 


Symptoms, Sweat deſerves mention, be- 


cauſe ſometimes it breaks out in ſuch Pro- 
fuſion as if the whole Conſtitution was 
dinolved, and with a vaſt Loſs of Spirits 


and Strength, to the imminent Danger 
of the Patient, by ſuch a Diffipation of Þ 


1 
N 


Spirits, ſuch a Colliquation of the Balſam ö | 
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of Life, and an Extinction of the natural 
Heat. And indeed 1 know nothing that 


| more powerfully attenuates the Humours, 


Jential nitro-aereal Poy ſon; | 
|  colliquitive Quality even the fleſhy Parts 
are diſſolved and exhaled in vapour. 


and more ſuddenly puts all the animal 
Juices into Fuſion, ſo as to run them 
through the Pores of the Skin, as the peſti- 
and by whoſe 


THESE Sweats alſo of the Infected are not 
only profuſe, but alſo variouſly coloured; 
in ſome of a citron Hue, in others Pars : 
ple, in ſome green or black, and in others 
like Blood ; which I take to be from the 
various Diſpoſitions of the morbifick 'Ve- 


nom, to give different Tin&ures to the 


Pro- 


was! 


pirits ; 
anger Þ n 
n of 
fam 
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Humours: And by this Means ſome ex- 
perienced Nuries could prognoſticate the 
Event of the Diſtemper from the Colour 
of the Cloaths or Linen tinged with. the 
Sweats 


THE Sweat of (rare would be ⁰ fetid 5 
and intolerable, from a kind of Empyreu- : 
matick Diſpoſition, poſſihly, of the Juices, 
that no one could endure his Noſe with- 


in the Stench; ſometimes it was ſharp, 


and in a Manner cauſtick; and hence it 


. - 
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was eaſy to judge from what Origin the | 


peſtilence derived its Qualities, viz. From 


a ſharp and burning eher, that would 


even excoriate the Parts, and ſometimes 


veſicate them, as if ſcalding Water had 
been poured upon them. 


SOME TIMES cold Sweats would 
break out, while the Heat raged inwardly, 
and excited unquenchable Drought. Some 


cotinued in a Profuſion of Sweat uni Lite 
it ſelf exhaled with it, while others had 


ſhort Intervals of Truce and Ceſſation; 


nay, ſome at the ſame time ſweat on one 


Side, while the other Was 5 8 
with Dryneſs. | | 


BUT- the Benefit of this E ien 


when it was regular, either natural or by 


Art, was ſo maaiſeſt, that all the Infected 
that recovered were ſenſible of it, 05 


greatly rejoyced at its good Effects; 


thoſe peſtilential Particles, which eluded bs 
Power of all other Means, immediately 
upon a Sweat, as at a common Signal 
made their Eſcape with the tranſpiring 


Steam; but whenſoever Diaphoreticks 
could not conquer the Coagulation, Viſci- 
dity, or Obſtinacy of the peſtilential | Poy- 


"ſor; 
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* fon, it always went very bad, being com- 
* monly followed by a Symptomatical Sweat, 


and a fatal Separation of the animal 7 
Fluids. 


YET the Energy of the peſtilential 
| Contagion not only freely diſcovered its 
ſelf in theſe Profuſions amongſt the Living, 


who (as already obſerved) were diſſolved 
das in an Helodes and a Typhodes, but com- 


1 | poſſible Brevity, 


1 | tended this peſtilential Fever, as Heat. of : 


monly the very Carcales when dead, 
would weep out, as it were, the morbid 


Ferment, both through the cutaneous 


| Pores, and the common lachrymal Putts 
et the Eyes. 


THERE is nd Occafiun' co: fy muck. 


| concerning Hemorrhages at Noſe; this Sym- 
ptom happening much more often from 
the Colliquative Nature of the Poiſon, 


and its Eroſion of the Veſſels, than from 


a Plethora ; as is evident more from the 
ichorous Colour 
continual Diſtillation from thoſe Veſſels. 


of the Blood than its 


Were it not here that we ſtudy all 
many other S mptoms 
might be enumerated which commonly at- 


the 


110 of the mas vileſt O19 18 
the Trecordia, E iccup, G ipiugs 3, Ge. all 
which I at preſent paſs by, and clole the 


whole with ſuch as are more peculizr to 
"It particularly thoſe poiſonous | Veſicati- 


ons commonly called Blains. 


THESE Velications uſed commonly 
to riſe with an exquiſite and ſhooting Pain, 
containing a ſerous Humour or Ichor, for the 

moſt part of a Yellowiſh or Straw Colour, 

and encompaſſed with a variegated Circle, 


gener any Redduh. 


T HESE: puſtules broke out in many 
Parts of the Body; and as their Station 
was various, ſo their Number was alſo 


uncertain; in ſome they were few, in others 
many, and a Woman I once met with 
covered all over with them; as to their 
Bigneſs, they were alſo uncertain ; for 
ſome were as a ſmall Pea, while others 
increaſed to the Magnitude of a Nut- 
meg. 85 1 


THE included Matter (near perhaps 


to the Nature of Urine) was altogether 
incapable of Suppuration, as it was faline 


and almoſt cauſtick ; for very ſoon after its 
Eruption it would SOT its Veſicle, and 


burft 


- - 


i 


-her 
line 
its 


upon the Glands, 
its, or Groin. 
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burſt out, of a Colour yellowiſh, livid, or 
| black. Moreover, 

was not always of the ſame Appearance, 
| although at firſt coming out it was conti- | 


the ſurrounding Circle 


nually inflamed. 


BUT this 15 highly bie val that 


| {metimes theſe Veſicles broke out without 

any other previous Indications of Infection, 
and, as I imagine, 
; Separation of the peſtilential Venom, and 
| the ſudden Conqueſt of the Diſtemper by 
| a ſtrong Conſtitution : 
Pain and Heat of the Part was 0 
| vated, that no proper Applications would 
aſſwage it, there was commonly Danger of 
| 4 Mortification from ſo great a Concourſe 
of peſtilential Particles together 
remember a Veſicle to change into a 
Carbuncle, from the continued Acceſſion to-- 
| it of freſh morbifick Poiſon. 


from the expeditious 
But whenſoever the 


aggra- 


and once 


WE come now in Courſe to ſpeak of 


Buboes, which were hard and painful Tu- 
mours, 


with Inflammation and Gathering 


behind the Ears, Arm- 


THESE 


—— 


| 
Lf 


their Riſe to a Correſpondence between 
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THESE Tumors. immediately upon 
Seizure are found ſo hard, that they wil 


not at all give Way to the Touch. In 


ſome theſe were moveable, and in other; 


fixed; but after ſome Time this great Ten. 
ſion remitted ; and it was common to pro- 
guoſticate the Event of the Diſtemper from 
their ſadden or flow Increaſe, and from 
their genuine or untoward Suppuration, 25 
_ alſo from the Degrees of Virulence in then 
Contents. 


THE Groans and unfeigned Tears af 


the Sick too plainly exprefſed the Aggra- 


vations of their Miſeries, and ſome ſeemed 


even to drown their Senſe of Pain with 
their Complainings ; and this litenſeneſs of 


Pain cannot be a Wonder to any, who duly 


conſider either the Nature of the peſtilen- 


tial Venom, or the Conſtitution of the 
Glands. I have already fo largely diſ- 
courſed of the Virulence and corroſive Qua- 
lities of the peſtilential Poiſon, that no 


more need here be ſaid about it; and who- 
ſoever examines the Glands will find, that 
from the great Diſtention of the Veſſels, 


in this Caſe, the Buboes muſt chiefly owe 


the 


> >. 


ng 
and the 
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the Nerves and * 
| Juice they contain. 


MA NY 01 of oublick Note have, 


egen given the Anatomy and Uſe of 


the Glands; it is therefore ſufficient for 


my Purpole here to ſhew, how from an 


Obſtruction of thoſe juices, which flow 


through the larger Nerves, particularly ” 
| the Arms and Thighs, and their ſubſervient 

| | Veſſels, and their Impregnation with hete- 
| rogeneous and poiſonous Particles, Buboes 
bo are. ST rs 


IF any one makes it a Doubt, why theſs : 
Tumors ſhould rather come in the above- 


mentioned Places, rather than on the Paro- | 


| tide Glapds, let ſuch conſider, that it is 
ow ing to the Magnitude and Capacity of 
| the Nerves and Veſſels conſtituting | the 
lands of thoſe Parts; as alſo that their 
| different Diſpoſitions to Suppuration Goes 
eee from the ſame Cauſe, 


B U TP that this Affair may more fully 5 
appear, it is to be diſcovered from what 


Source that Matter flows, which degene- 
rates into Matter, 
Buboe in ſo great Plenty. 


and diſcharges from "oy 
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Surgeon too, I hope, knows that diſcutient 
Medicines and Cataplalms will reſtore ti 
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iN the Profecition of this Enquiry, it 


fall not be without a Colour, at leaſt, of 
Reaſon, that 1 ſhall diffent from an Opinion 


both of Ancients and Moderns, about the] 
Blood alone being immediately changed 


into Matter; for J rather think it to pro- 
ceed from other Juices; and this I ſhall 


endeavour to fuppore by the followin 
Arguments. ory 


A ND firft of all, notwithſtanding the 


Blood which runs in the Arteries and Veins | 


does ſometimes, though very ſeldom, ap- 
bear whitiſh; it then happens from too 
great a Wen either of nutritious Juice, 


or of a degenerate Chyle, that wilt not 5 


eaſily change,” and take its red Cotour: | 
but it never paſſes into Matter, becauſe the 
neceſſary Conditions of Circulation wit 
not admit of ſo much Reft as is raue Þ 
thereunto ; "beſides, even the extravaſatelÞ 


Blood will not eaſily undergoe ſuch an A | 


teration: For when any Veſſels, and chief} | 
the Capillaries, are ſo obſtructed by Con 
tuſions, or any other Means, that the neigh 
bouring Parts ſwell, every Phyſician and | 


forme 
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2 former Motioh and Fluxility to the Blood, 
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Ir: the Blood be too nud in the Ad 


| [2 ries, it is apt to occaſion Anarenſiut, and 
nged | 
Pro- 
[> Ctice, that upon a Recovery of the Blood's 
due Conſtitution and Circulation, 


the capillary Veins an Ercchymoſis; but 
aaa” is more commonly obſerved in Pra- 


the ob- 

ſtructed Matter 12 an Ecch „of will dini: 
pate through the Pores of the Skin, or be 
abſorbed by the refluent Blood: But when 
the Blood happens to be too grumous and 


. ſtagnate, a Fever immediately ariſes, unleſs 


it be pr evented by Evacuation ; and in ſuch 
one knows 1 there 18 
moſt Bünger of a Shine, or a Mortificat ion. 


AND as it hath been a Iready obſerved 
that Blood could not be drawn from the 


infected by Phlebotomy, without Loſs of 
2 Strength, if not of Life, whereas the great- 
f er Quantitlesof Pys were obtained by Sup- 
puration of: their Buboes, the Patient was 
ſo much the better for it; it ſeems con- 
ſonant to Reaſon, that if Pus was generated 
immediately from the Blood, the Strength = 
Would as much decay upon its Loſs, as 
But I have always found 
13 it; 


upon Phi ebotomy : 


, 
[ 
| 
F 
mar; 
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it, (as many Times already obſerved) | that | 


how little ſoever the Quantity of Blood 


drawn away was, and although done at 
_ ſeveral Times, yet it proved of more Pre. 


judice to the Patient than an hundred times 
as much Matter drawn from a Buboe ; and 
that. the whole. remaining Maſs was not 


able to recruit the Loſs ſuſtained thereby. 


IF they who efpouſe a contrary Opi- 
nion, ſhould ſuggeſt that Blood may be 
drawn from a Tumour. imperfectly ſup- 
Purated, and from thence conclude, that 
its Origin was from the Arteral and Vena 
Fluids; it may be readily anſwered, that 


on opening a freſh Tumour, a bloody Ich 


will flow out, becauſe in the Operation ſome 
Blood-Veſſels will be cut; whereas when 
the Tumour is in Maturation, the Quanti- 


ty of Humour there collected obftrutts the 


Blood from flowing to it through its proper 
Veſſels; and which Humour, altho' in it ſelf 
at geſt more thin and crude, yet by the 
Heat of its neighbouring Parts, and its ow! 


natural Diſpoſition, it will afterwards thick. 


en, and change into a white Colour of 1 


laudable Conſiſtence. 


II. 


Opi- 
be 
ſup- 
that 
enal 
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Ichor 
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anti- 
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t ſelf 
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own 
hick- 
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„i, 


| again into the Velſels, will, after 
Stagnation, run for the moſt Part into 


| Blood fiows out: 
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THIRD LT. To the foregoing it may be 


added, that ſo far as the Blood partakes 
| of a faline Quality, by ſo much the leis 
| will it be diſpoſed to change into Matter 


for the ſame Reaſon that Sea-Water cannot | 
be boiled into a Gelly : 3 For Salt adds to 1 
the Fluxility of Fluids, and thereby pre- : 
vents Incraſſation, unleſs in tl oſe Inftances 
where they of themſelves chröft ze, by 
Means of an Incapacity of the HMenſtruum 
to keep them in Solution, which is foreign 


to the Caſe Betore: us. 


{LAST LY, Nothing is more I oon in 
Nature, than that Blood, by what Means 
ſoever extravaſated, if it cannot get back 
ſome 
Grume; ſo that when a Fluftuation re- 
quires opening, little elſe than a coagulated 
And if any one pleaſe 
to receive the Blood from an opened Vein 
into a warm Porringer, and afterwards place 
it in a luted Veſſel upon a Sand Heat, as 


| near as poſſible equal to that which is 


natural, he will find all Labour loſt in en- 


| denvouring to produce thereby any Ap- 
| Pearances of Pus in it, either from its Co- 


a, 
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lour, Smell, or any other of its requiſite 


©) \ 1 5 ö 
55 „ ©Þ 4 
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W HY then may we not ' conclude with 


ſome others of great Note, that Tin is ge. 


nerated immediately from the nutritious 
Juice, not in the Arteries and Veins, but 


in other Veſſels; in which Juice, all the 
requiſite 5 are to be found, as 4 


Diſpoſition to grow thick, without Smell 


white, light, and of a ſinooth Canfillence; 


and I take it to be very Probable, that 
the pus is made from hence by the Aſit- 
ance of the natural Heat, and the Convey- 


ance of it by the forementioned- Veſſels in. 
to the Glands whereinto they are com- 
Plicated, and not by any Means. from the I 


Veual Blood, and much lels from the 
Ar cor rials, a. X 


14 
— 
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BUT oak, I. ſhould wa to 5805 t00 
far; an, the. Sazigg, thrown out by a Buboe 55 
very different, ſometimes thin and 1chorous, 
at others thicker and more laudable, as 1! 
Ahſceſſes that are not malignant; iu 
Retpe&t of its Smell, it is ſometimes f0 | 
extreainly fetid, as not to be endured by 


he Note ; but always the more -plentifully 


it diſcharges, the. better does the Patient Þ 
: | | 171 E 
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{ometimes one only appeared, 


to be not ſo prevalent, 


ed by! 
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iare afterwards : Nature finds a Vent this 
open Way . to diſengage her lelf fr om 
pernicious Enemy. 


THE Number of Buboes was uncertain, 
| at others, 
which was moſt commonly, two broke out 
at once; nay, there were met with Inſtan- 
ces wherein all the Glands capable of it 


were tumified. Mauy Buboes at a Time 


infallibly demonſtrated the Aggravation, 
and Diſperſion of the virulent Taint; and 
on the contrary, but few ſhewed the Poiſon 
more contracted, 
and brought to a narrower Compaſs for 


The Places, and Manner of their Erupti- 
on was very uncertain, ſometimes one would 
appear in the right Axilla, and another on 
the contrary Side of the Groin; theſe Fu- 
mours would likewiſe ſometimes laſt but 
a Day, and again inſenſibly vaniſh, that is, 
always when profuſe Sweat aroſe; but 
Whenſoever they were drawn in again by 
any Miſmanagement or Caſualty, they would 
appear- and vaniſh again many Times, and 
be very difficult afterwards to be fixed; 
and ſometimes when they could be browehs 
| 8 LG 
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to Suppuration, and a plentiful Diſcharge, 


they would renew again, as we ſhall here. | 
after have further Occafion to obillrve 


1 i >THE Paretidii borr ow hots Names from 
N the Glands affeced, which grow behind 
| 165 | the Ears; but theſe Tumours are not to 
N be diſtinguiſhed from others but by their 
Situation, and therefore require not amy 
particular Deſcription here, ſo that among 
many Inſtances I ſhall give but one to dil 
„ cover their Nature; In a certain Youth 

1 there aroſe a Parotis on each Side, behind 
It the Ears, which after Suppuration and | 
| | [i Incifion, let out great Quantities of Pu, 
F and were afterwards by a Surgeon healed 

1 4 up; but the muſculous Fleſh was at this 
Time ſo waſted, as to diſcover a Sight as 
f | | ö pleaſant as ſtrange, viz. the external jugu- 
lar Veins, with the Arteries under them, 
the recurrent Nerves, the Tendons, the 


il MK OEſophagus, and m Keep all the Veſſels 
I | quite bare and untouched ; but upon the 
i; | Patient's Recovery all Alled up as before 
| 1 ; with new Fleſh. 
) 


WH A Conjecture of Diemebrooeck comes here 
61% mn our Way to examine; he will have it 
|; 7/8 that Buboes are produced from an Ebuli- 
. tion 


£ ſuch Fermentation continues; 3 | 
cannot apprehend how Vu can be gene- 


rulent Matter 0 
is over, 
| ſubſide and vaniſh; but, on the contrary, 


— . — — 
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tion of a ſaline and an acid Humour meet- 
ing together, like a Mixture of Salt of 
" Tartar and Spirit of Vitriol: 
can ſuch a vaſt Coagulation ariſe? 
3 do not deny but that a Tumult and Buſtle 

may be occaſioned by the Concourſe of 


But whence 
Indeed 1 5 


ſuch Principles, as alſo that from ſuch a 
Colluctation ſome ſaline Particles may be 
precipitated; and it muſt further be allowed, 
that a Part will inflate and ſwell while 
but yet I 


rated by ſuch Means; for by an Effuſion 
of ſuch a Mixture the Serum would be 
more changed into a Lixivium, than a pu- 
after the Conflidit likewiſe 
the Tumour would immediately 


Buboes daily and gradually come to their 


Height of Suppuration: But I ſhall not | 
_ detain the Reader on this Head any long- 


er, but proceed to a Deicription of a Cate 
| þ i buncle. 


A Carbuncle then is a ſmall Eruption, 
whoſe Contents are ſoon diſcharged, after 
which it appears in a cruſty Tubercle about 
the Bigneſs of a Millet Seed, gradually 

| fpreading, and ecompaſſed with a very red 
. aud 


122 Of the manifeſt Signs 5 
and fiery Circle; arifing firſt of all from 
an ichorous Humour, afterwards with great 
Pain and Heat, from a lixivious and cau— 
Nick poiſon. 3 


THAT. I may dilpatch- as much a 
poſſible in a few Words, it now lies WS 
me to deſcribe the common Method of 
its Eruption; in the Beginning is a ſharp 
_ pricking Pain upon the Part affected, which 
in a little Time grows very hot, and then 
lifts up the Cuticle into a Bliſter, con 
taining a thin Ichor; but after the Velici? 
is by rubbing or any other Accident broke, 
and the contained Fluid by Heat diſlipated, 
its cauſtick Quality leaves an Eſchar behind, 
which cruſts over, in ſome ſooner, and in 
others later; its Extenſion is various, ſome- 
times more broad, and at others more con- 
tracted ; nor is its Colour more certain; in 
the greateſt Degree of Inflammation it is 
extreamly red, but for the moſt Part i 
is dusky, very often livid, and ſometimes, 
irom the peculiar Virulence of the peſti. 
ential Poiſon; even quite black. 


BUT as there is a ouality: in the pe | 
Riſential Venom not yielding even to a 
#(tizl Cantery, - and from which in the 
Pro 


from 
Treat ” rated, | take it to be of Conſequence to 
cay. | know how ſuch a ſharp, burning, and cau- 

I fiick Humour comes to be bred in an hu- 

| | mane Body; 5 and by what Contrivance of 85 

h as Nature it comes to be thus ſeparated and 
efore | thrown qut? | 
«> of „ 1 
ſharp AN D in an Affe ur of this Difficulty, 1 
vhich expect to be candidly ſet right by any one 
then = thinks me miſtaken. The whole Tribe 
con- of Diſeaſes an humane Conſtitution is ſub- 
7eſicle ect to, does undeniably prove that our 
broke, Bodies are capable of producing many ve— 
pated, | nomous Taints, even equal to any Thing in 
ehind, Þ the Air or the Earth : „ nay, the Hiſtories 
and in of P hykck give many Inſtances of poi ſonous 
ſome. luſects and Animals bred within us; and 
e com. o one can be ignorant, that beſides the 


in; in 
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Production of Carbuncles Eſchars are gene- 


Dilpoſition of corrupted Humours within 
us to generate ſuch Creatures, 


1 it 6 that their 
dart 1 Scmina are often brought to us from with- 

times, | out: Aud this is very manifeſt in a pri- 
> peſii- Late n (if that Term may be al- 
| lowed me) where, without any Help from 

external Contagion, not only a poiſonous 

he pe- Num may be generated, but Carbuncles 

to a:Þ* allo may break out; that is, from the pe- 
in th culiar 
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culiar cauſtick Quality of laline Particle 


in the Body.” 


WHERBEF ORE if this can be done 
in a private Peſtilence, what may we not 


expect from a Peſtilence that is the Con. 


ſequence of an Epidemick Cauſe; for the 
additional Aſſiſtance of a more powerful 
jaline Principle from without, cannot but 


greatly actuate the animal Juices, and in- 
Guce a compound Malignity abundantly 


ſufficient for the Production of peſtilen- 
tal Carbuncles. 


THE. more aggravated therefore the 


ſaline Qualities of this foreign ſaline Prin- 


ciples ſhall be, and in Proportion to the 
Quant ties of it infinuated into the animal 
Fluids, the Carbuncles will break out 
more or fewer; ſooner or later; although 
as long as the peſtilential Poiſon flows in 
Company with other Fluids within the 
Veſſels, it ſeems more mild, becauſe ther 
diluted, than when ſeparated and thrown 
upon the Skin by the natural Excretory 


Powers. And this Expulſion of it ſeems 


much to be aſſiſted by the common Ter- 
dency of ſerous Particles towards the Sur- Þ 


face, and the Congreſs of nitro - aereal Þ 


Particles 


done 
> Not 
Con. 


the 


erful 
t but 
d in- 
antly 
tilen- 
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Prin- 
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mimal 
£ out 
hough 
WS in 
the 
> then 
Hhrown 


or the peſtilential Poiſon. 
retory FF. | 


ſeems Þ 
Ten- 
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, | 5 Particles therewith ; but nothing however is 
2 more manifeſt than that when the peſtilential 
7 Poiſon hath got to the Surface, it exerciſes 
its Virulence upon all the Parts it touches, 
and leaves cruel Marks of its Triumph _ 
behind; 


the ſame as which likewiſe ob- 
tains not only from an epidemick Peſti- 
lence, but upon drinking any Poilonous 


. Draughts. 


| BUT- it concerns us "hore to remove 
one Miſtake ; For it is laid down by 
Diemebrooeck, in Oppoſition to the common 


Opinion, that a Carbuncle is nothing elſe 
but an ackual Gangrene ; for if any Credit 


may be given to our Experience, which 


we look upon to be as well fou ded as 
that of this great Mau, 
ber any Carbuncles 


| do not remem- 
(ualeſs where there 


| hath ſome manifeſt Error been committed 
| ia external Applications, 
of the Peſtilence hath been greater than 
ordinary) to have tended more to a Spha- 


or the Vuulence 


celation, than any other Conſequences 


And were there not irmumerable Teſti- 


| monies to the Truth of this, many Ar- 


e Su.] saments might be alledged in its Virdica- 


4 aereal ; 5 
rticles Þ 


tion; 3 
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tion; for while there is a free Influx of 


vital Spirits, and other natural Fluids, in- 


to the Part affected; while the native 


Heat is preſerved fram Suffocation, and 
Putrefaction is prevented, what Perſon can 


imagine there to be any particular Diſpo- 


ſition to Mortification in a ſingle Car- 


buncle? And the more eſpecially when the 
Spirits are ſo far from being intercepted 
by the Carbuncle's Eruption, that they 


flow more plentifully to the Part; when 
the native Heat is ſo far from being fuf- 


focated, that by its Aſſiſtance a ſalutary 


Separation is made; and laſtly, when the 


Part affected is ſo far from Putrefaction, and 


rendered more humid than before, that 
theſe ſaline Particles of an eſcharotick 


Quality, rather prevent Mortification, 


and by drying the Part make it rather 
more able to reſiſt ſuch a Change 
And according to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, I never did meet with a Carbun— 
cle that mortified, unleſs from the Mil- 
management or. Careleſneſs of Surgeons, or 


when the higheſt Degree of Virulence in 
the peſtilential Poiſon had not occaſioned 


an immediate Sphacelation, 
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NO Part 1 an B Body Was 
free from the Eruption of the Carbuncles; 
And I ſhall not exceed the Truth if | 


affirm that J kave met with them at one 


time or other in all Places. But this 
Matter will yet appear more fully beyond 


Contradiction, when I ſhall have brought 
a few ſelect Inſtances out of a great 
Multitude, to put it quite out of Difpute. 


A Girl of about 12 Years of Age, felt | 
2 grievous Pain about her Breaſt, where 
quickly after the Appearance of a Pimple, 
there broke out a Carbuncle; the Eſchar 
at laſt came off, and the Ulcer diſcharg- 


ing ſome Matter plentifully ; after about 


twenty Days ſhe was reckoned to be very 


well, had not a Surgeon too raſhly dreſſed 
her with the red drying Ointment, in or- 


der to cicatrize it; for upon that the 
Peſtilence appeared again, and killed her 
in e fur three Days, undoubtedly from 
Ones ce 


1 Re of the Venom inwards betore it 


was all diſcharged. 


ANOTHER Caſe, almoſt beyond 


Belief, were it not atteſted by may 
Fye-Witaetſes, was of a Woman, who im- 
mediately 
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mediately after Delivery had a Carbur. 
cle appear upon her Breaſts; when the 
Infant ſucked all the Time without Harm, 
and the Woran, through the Favour of 
the Seaſon, and exact Care in all Reſpedts, 
recovered. I was allo another time called 
to a Man of advanced Years, whoſe whole 
Thigh and Hip was over-run with a Car- 
buncle, but the Veſication was made by 
fuch an ichorous Serum, that I ſtrongly 
ſuſpeted a Mortification; I complained of 
being called ſo late, but however ordered 
a deep Scarification, and other Means ſuit- 
able, whereupon there grew ſome Hopes 
of Separation, but for Want of inward 
Strength and Spirits, the Patient died; 


whereas another of a more vigorous Habit, 


was recovered in the ſame Caſe, for no 
other Reaſon, but that there was Strength 
euough to carry him through it. More- 
over, I once met with a Buboe and Car- 
buncle together in the Groin of a Boy, 
not above two Finger's Breadth of each 
other; but by due Means, both medicinal 


and chirurglcal the Lad got well from both 


his Ails together. 


A certain Merchant had a Carbuncle 
Upon his Arm, a little below the Elbow, 
| but 
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but what was moſt unhappy was, that at 
the Beginning he was ſo Impatient of the 
Pain, that he applyed a Cooling Cataplaſm 
to it of his own ordering, for ſuddenly 
' thereupon it changed into a Gangrene, to 
obviate which, Scarrificationg was immedi- 
| ately had recourſe to, in the Execution of 
| which, the Surgeon inadvertently cut a 
| large Vein, which cauſed ſuch a Flux of 
| Blood, as could not be ſtopped by either 
actual Cautery, or any other Means; where- 
upon followed ſuch a Sinking of his 
| Spirits, that the unfortunate Gentleman 
died in three Hours time. 


LAS TIL v, A Carbunels appeared on 


| the Finger of a young Woman, to eradicate 
| which, we took all imaginable Care; and 


all Things at firſt ſeemed to anſwer our 
Wiſhes; but the Uncertainty of humane 


Expedctations! for the Patient with her old 
| Nurte Supping plentifully upon French 
| Beans, that very Night the Diſtemper re- 
| turned; and although the vomited as much 
as her Strength would bear, by the Pro- 
vocation of an Emetick given her, after 
- Which were uſed the moſt Cordial Remedies, 
þ 155 the moſt warm Alexipharmicks, early 


n the Morning, a freſh Carbuncle came 
Ry in 


at. the. ſame Time: 
| leave to that Section concerning the Cure 
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in the Place of the old one; ſhe was de. FE 
lirious all that Day, and in the Evening 


ſhe expired. After the Bearers came that 


Night to bury her, and talked of fetching | 


away the old Woman next, as a Perſon 
dead, the poor Wretch, as awakened from 
Sleep, cried out, ſhe was not dead; but 


the diſappointed not their Agreement, and 
died time enough to be carried away the 
ſame Nicht to the burying Place. 


3 might eaſily imploy a Volume in a 
Recital of all the particular Circumſtances 
of theſe Carbuncles; but however, before 


I diſmiſs this Subject, 1 cannot omit that 


the peſtilential Venom was in a very great 


Manner communicable from one Carbuncle 


to another; or to ſpeak perhaps more pro- 
perly, the ſaline Virulence of a Carbuncle 
would generate another whereſoever it lodged, 


e EE Number of Carbuncles was unde. 


terminate, ſometimes two, three, four, or 
more, would come out at once, the peſti- 
leatial Venom n diffuſed to many Parts 
but the reſt we Jhall 


ok. Carbuncles; we hall here theretore ſub- 


join 
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e. 5 join ſomew hat concerning — Spots, | 
called Pettchie. 1 


at e 1 
| - THE Perechie then are little Spots upon al 
or 1 - the Skin, not eaſily diſtinguiſhable from * il 
m Flea-Bite; though this Difference may be 0 
* obſerved, in a Flea-Bite there may be ſeen 1 
nd a Puncture. in the middle, where the little Rp 1's 
he Creature had truck in its Teeth, and round 2. ll 
it an Inflammation, with a little extrava- 3 | | 
ſated Blood: But theſe Spots are more | MM 
uniform in their Colour, more fixed, and — 
9 difficult to be removed, whereas upon any - 
e Prefſure with the Finger a Flea-Bite gives ö 
Lat Way, except in the central Puncture. Fur- 0 
at thermore the peſtilential Petcchie are to be | / 
cle diſtinguiſhed from the Spots of a malignant | | 
3 Fever, as they are deeper coloured; and #14 
cle likewiſe to be known (as before obſerved) i 
ed, from Scurvy Spots, which are much broad- _ | 
er, and not always exatly round ; although [ 
le. theſe are likewiſe ſometimes intermixed | 
” with the peſtilent ial. ones, and by Means | 
[tt of the aforementioned Affinities between 
res them, hard! y in ſome Caſes to be diſtin- 
: guiſhed, 
ure 
15. T O this it may be added, that the pe- 
131 


ſtilential Petechia do not always fix in the 
"OE ſame 
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ſame Parts, and ſometimes they diſappear, 
after a ſhort Stay in one Place, and im- 


mediately riſe in others: And indeed there 


is u0 Part altogether exempted from them, 
although they chiefly come out in the 
Neck, Breaſt, and Back; whereas thoſe of 


the Scurvy come moſtly in the extream 


Parts. The Reaſon of this in the. former 


Caſe may probably be from the Proximity 
of the larger Veſſels, and the Largeneſs of 
the Pores about the Trunk of the Body; 
and in the Scurvy, the Legs particularly 


are moſt ſpotted, from the Tendency and 


Precipitation of the laline Particles down 
wards. 

IHE Spots were ſometimes few, but 
moſt commonly very numerous; in ſome 


they were 1o thick, as to cover in A man- 
ner the whole Skin. I ſaw a little Girl 


that was all over full with them, but upon 


a large Sweat ariſing, they all diſappeared, 


aud ſhe recovered; yet ſometimes the Di- 
ſtemper was ſo deluſory, that theſe Spots 
would ariſe, and diſappear, and come out 
again, for te veral Times; that is, when 


Nature gave its utmoſt Efforts to expel 
the Poiſon, they might be ſeen upon the 
Surface, but when the Spirits languiſhed, 


Ol 


bt 


an- 
rl 
don 


zOts 
Out 


hen 


the 
ed, 


of the late Peſtilence. 1 33 


f or upon any external Cold, they would $0 
in again. 


I might here conveniently obſerve, that 
this Eruption was almoſt always ſympto- | 

| matical, and very rarely critical ; the Co- : 

lour of them was not always ihe ſame, ; 

ſometimes they were red, or purple, at 


others yellow, and ſometimes livid or black, 
according to the Nature and Energy of the 
morbifick Venom, and its Complication with 


other Contingencies „ and hence we natu- 
rally paſs to the eſſential CharaQeriſticks of 
a Peſtilence. 


THE 6 as peſtilential Characters, 


by the common People amongſt us called 
| Tokens, as the Pledges or Fore-warnings of 
Death, are nothing elſe than minute and 
diſtinct Blaſts, which have the Origin from 
| within, and riſe up with a little pyrami- 
dal Protuberance, having the peſtilential 
Poiſon chiefly collected at their Baſes, and, 
according to the accuſtomed Diſperſion of 
ſuch Agents, gradually tainting the neigh- 
bouring Parts, and reaching to the Surface, 
is the Cofiguration of Veſſels and Pores are 
| diſpoſed to favour their Spreading. | 
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MO R E O V E R theſe Blaſts were de- 
rivable from external Cauſes, as from the 


Injuries of Air, where the peſtilential Aſcaſ- 
mata were pent up and condenſed, and by 
that Means their Virulence increaſed to that 


Degree, that Life it lelf was immediately 


extiuguiſhed, upon coming within their 


Reach. Nay; lome were ſo ſuddenly 
marked with .thele fatal Characters, that 


they did not. before find themſelves in apy 
other Reſpect out of Order; which is a 


Circumſtauce lo well known, that there is 
little need to confirm it by particular In- 


ſtances, however, for the Reader's Satis- 
faction, I wall recollect one or two Facts 


of this Rang. by 7 


I was called. to a Girl the firſt Day of 
her Seizure, who breathed, without any 


Difficulty, her Warmth was moderate and 


natural, her Inwards free from glowing 
and Pain, and her Pulſe not unequal or 


| irregular; but, on the contrary, all Things 


genuine and well, as if ſhe had ailed no- 
thing; and indeed I was rather inclined to 
think the counterfeited being ſick, than 


really to be out of Order, until examining 
her Breaſt, I found the certain Characters 


of 
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of Death imprinted in many Places; and 


| in that following Night ſhe died, before 
ſhe her ſelf, or any Perſon about her, could 
diſcern her otherwiſe out of Order. oy 


Some time after 1 viſited a Widow- of | 
Sixty Years of Age, whom I met with 
at Dinner, where ſhe had eat heartily of 


Mutton, and filled beſides her Stomach 
with Broth; after I had enquired into ſe- 
veral Particulars relating to her Health, 
the affirmed her ſelf to have never been 


better in her Liſe, but upon feeling her 


Pulſe, I perceived it to intermit, and upon 


examining her Breaſt, I found an Abundance 
of Tokens, which proved too true a 
prognoſtick, that even after ſo good a 


Dinner ſhe would by the Evening be in 
another World, 


AS to the Wes of theſe fatal 
Characters, J judged them to be rather the 


Effects of the peſtilential corroſive Salt, 
than of any Putrefaction of the Humours ; 


for this Poiſon wanting room for Exhala- 


tion through the Pores of the Skin, col- 


lected in Quantities upon the Surface, and 
for want of Spirits to ſtrive therewitl:, 


impriated theſe Marks thereupon. © 
. 4 FUR. 
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FURTH ERMORE theſe exterml | ; 
parts not only grew dry from the Acri | | 

mony of this Venom, but were alſo very Þ : 

liable to Sphacelation by an Extinction of | 
the vital Spirits; but enough of this, be. | 
cauſe it would be but adding Light to! 
the Noon- day Sun, to endeavour to con- 
: firm it LY more Teſtimonies. 


| TH E S E Tokens did differ } in Regard to 
their Colour and Hardneſs; of their Co- 
lour we ſhall ſpeak hereafter: Their - 


1 Hardneſs I uſed to try with a Needle Kg 

0 or Penknife, to ſee whether the Seuſe 

9 and Life was periſhed. or not; in which 

f Trials I found a great deal of, Difference, | 

1 as ſome would be penetrated with very 
y little Trouble, when others were even 
callous and horny, and difficult to be pe- 

1 netrated. The Origin of thele I conjecture 

W to be from the neryous Juice, or ſome 

a gelatinous Subſtance evaporated into a 

1 gummy Conſiſtence, not unlike thoſe horny 

0 Excreſcencies from the Bones; their Co- 


lour and Aﬀuaty in many Reſpects with 
Wharts is alſo remarkable. 
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AND here I cannot paſs by an Inſtance worth | 


Obſervation, of a Girl who came to my Houſe 
full of Sadneſs and Confternation, already 
even to ſink down; upon Examination ſhe 
told me that ſhe had broke out from an 


Houſe where ſhe was ſhut up with a 
Nurſe, all the reſt of the Family being 
dead, to ſhew me the certain Forerunner 
of Death upon her, ſaying jfhhe had the 
* Tokens upon her Leg; but I ſoon found 


a Miſtake that might have been fatal to 


her, for it was only a Whart, which nei- 


ther ſhe nor the Nurſe had ever taken 


Notice of before; ſhe was ſoon undeceiv'd, 
and by my Encouragement ſhook off all 
her Fear; returning Home chearful to take 


thoſe: Medicines which were directed to 


carry off the Diſorders upon her, and 
| ſveating her plentifully removed all Suſ- 
| picion of the Contagion: But I really be- 
| lieve, that had not her Mind been ſoon 
made eaſie, by what was ſaid to her, ſhe 
would have died merely by the Force of 
| her Imagination; as ſuch a Dread extream- 
| ly aggravates the leaſt Complaints. 


B 17 'F- ſome. of theſe Tokens were not 
| only fo like in Appearance to Wharts, that 
E 1 they 
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they deceived this young Girl, for ſome. 
| Ames even che Surgeons . a, 
beſvieinentianed of pricking thiouh them 
to be ſatisfied ſometimes my ſelf, as well 
as to know the Degrees of Malignity i in 
the Venom of the true Tokens . where ! 
found quickly a Senſibility, I took it for 
2 good Sign, and thoſe which went no fur- 
ther than the Skin, would oftentimes ſhough 
off, whereas when they went deeper, they 
were deemed dangerous, eſpecially when 
the Part loſt its Feeling, and threatned 
Sphacelation. There were likewiſe ſome 
found ſo extreamly comatous, that the 
whole Body was deprived of Senſe; inſo- 
much that if any Limb, or Part clear of 
the Token”, was tried by Punfture, or Inci- 
fion, there would be no more Rc than 
upon the deadly Marks themſelves; not- 
withſtanding which Inſenſibility of Body, 
ſome Faculties of the Mind would return 
and be perceived even till Death. 


THE. Viſcera alſo, as well as the ex- 
ternal Parts, would ſometimes be marked 
with theſe Characters, nay, ſometimes it Þ 
appeared, that the Inwards were affected 
when 


| "> 
# 
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when nothing of the 7 okens were ſeen ex- 


- hah 


= 
. 


TH E Fedde of th Nin were 


various, ſometimes as ſmall as a Pin's Head, 
and at others larger, and as broad as a 
Silver Peny ;, there were indeed Inſtances 
| of many running into one, but this was but 
| ſeldom in the late Sickneſs. 


LASTLY, Some were depreſſed, and 


others prominent, and ſome did not appear 
till the infected Perſon was dead; ſo that 
it did not ſuffice to kill, but alſo to leave 
Marks of its Triumph; but ſome of the 
| crafty Nurſes would put the dead Body 
immediately into wet Cloaths, whereby they 
ſtopped the further Fermentation of the 
Juices, and reſtrained ſuch Eruption, in 
Order to elude the Magiſtrates Notice and 5 
(Power, to ſhut up the Houſes. - 


H BUT how much ſoever. theſe deep 
| Marks were the ſure Fore-warnings of 
F Death, yet ſometimes they would be out 
from the fourth Day before, and remain all 
| that while as terrible Admonitions both to 


gel Pes Sick and others. 


13 
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SECTION VL 


The Prognoftick Signs of the late Peſtilence 


As that peſtilence which of late made 


ſo great Havock amongſt Mankind, 


was fo full of Shiftings and Changes in 
its Attacks and Progreſs, that very little 


Certainty could be had of its Event; it 


highly concerns the Credit and Honour of 
the Faculty, not too haftily in ſuch Caſes 
to prognoſticate either Recovery or Death : 


In Order therefore to remove, as much as 


_ poſſible, ſuch Difficulties for the future, 
it is with Cheerfulneſs that I can leave 


with Poſterity thoſe Obſervations which | 


have been able to make in my daily At- 


tendance upon the Infected, to the utmoſt 


Hazard of my Life, through the 'Courſe of 


this late Sickneſs. 


THE prognoftick Signs then regard ei- 
ther the Peſtilence it ſelf, as to its Ori- 


gin, Heighth, and Declenſion, or the Reco- 


very or Death of the Patient. 


FroMp 


E. 
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FR 0 M certain and andoubied Signs, for 


. ſome time foreg ung the manifeſt Eruption 12 
of the Plague, may its Degrees of Severity 
. be * 


A 8 ſharp and immoderate Pains appa- 
| rently denote a peftilential Conſtitution, 
and likewiſe Tumours breaking out again 
| upon Parts before affected: For it is a 
| Caſe that I have often met with, that 
| thoſe who have had Buboes and Car- 
| buicles in the Sickneſs well cured, to break 
out again afterwards, from ſome Remains 
of the peſtilential Venom yet lurking in 
the Couſtitution, and not to bs conquered. 


| WHENSOEVER chronick Diſeaſes 
are chauged into acute ones, it may be 
concluded that the Infection is not far off; 
For Vale tudinariaus are more ſenſible of any 
approachiug Diſorder than thoſe who are 
| ftro.g and healthrul: And from a natural 
Caule may it be accounted why infirm 
| Conſtitutions can certainly foretel ſeveral 
Changes in the Air, and be forewarn'd 
| wu o her external Incouveniencies; and the 
more viruleut any Infectious A LP are, 
dhe ſooner do they atfe&t ſuch Habits; 
1 q | and 
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and it ſeems peculiar to the Plague to be F 


preceded by its pernicious Efizvia, like h ; 


many Officers . ſeizing the Weak and Help. 


leſs firſt : „ and ſuch it tyrannizes over by Þ 1 
converting the morbid Humours into itz! 
own Nature, in ſubtilizing thoſe which ar! 


groſs, acuating the dull, heating the cold, 
changing the natural Ferments, and in ſhort, 
by inducing oppoſite Qualities into the 
whole Conſtitution. 


5 MOREOVE R, in this Regard ve 
may conſider the frequent Mortalities 2 
mongſt Cattle, which foregoe an Infection 
amongſt Mankind; for theſe Creatures 
living for the moſt Part, both Night aud 
Day, in the open Air, not only are more 
influenced by it when tainted, but are alſo 
hurt by the infectious Venom which g. 


thers upon the Herbage ; as hkewiſe ther 
are more liable, on other Accounts, to 
feel its firſt Approaches, becauſe its h b 


progreſs i is in open Places. 


MORE OVE R, when there is a ge. 
neral Sadneſs and Conſternation upon the 
Minds of the People from no manifeſÞ 
Cauſe, ſo that the whole Multitude an 
pile and ſpiritleſs, who can think but 5 


md » Lame — _ — 8 


tha 
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| 5 ehat ſome general Calamity is at nad 5 


83 


fret % from the Influence of the peſtilential 
M aſmata; and the further off ſuch Imprei- 
E fons are made, the greater do they pro- 
: ll (no ſticate the future Calamity will be; 
1 hol becaule ſuch Irradiations at a Diſtance, od | ö 
| 5 opagated through a long Track of Air, I 
de aote the great Energy and Virulence ol | 


their Origin; when therefore the peſtilence Fil 
ſeldom | i 


be 
7 ; AN D certainly this will not appear 4 14 
by very difficult Conjetture, and remote from — 
3 Reaſon, when we duly conſider the ſtrange | 
an intercourſe and Familiarity which the Spi- = 
old. rits maintain with Things very occult, 1 | | 
ort i and at a Diſtance; for whoſoever ri ghtly 5 mn 
te! weighs this Matter, will perceive the Spi- Wl 
rits capable of very ſubtile Impreſſions, — 
by Means of their Intercourſes with the 4 
wi Imagination, whereby they are capable of | 
; . perceiving, though obſcurely, any approach- ö 
gin ins Evil, and conſequently of exciting a- 10 
ture: mongſt the Populace a general Apprchenſion 1 
aud concerning Futurity, without ON. miracu- if 
nor | 25285 Influence. ö 
allo „ 
* EAST L Y, All fore-bodings of. any = 
they kind denote the Malignancy of the ap-" { 
«4 | proaching Evil, becauſe they are manifeſt- [ 


aufe 
de ar 
but EY 
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feldom appears without ſuch Forewarnings, 


and gradually diffuſes according to the 


greater or leſſer Liberty for the nitro- aerial 


Poiſon to move in, and the firſt Perceptions 
of it are ſo terrible; what Miſeries and 


Deſolations may not be expected from it 
when it is arrived 1 in its full Force ? 


4 Peftilenc that i ferte and deadly in 


its fiſt Attack, foon ceaſes. 


1 call fuch a peſtilence fierce, that imme. 


diately deſtroys the ſtrongeſt Conſtitutions, 
and which being every where diffuſed, 
ſeizes all at once; for the ſooner the ve- 
: riomous Seminium is ſpread and waſted, Els 


ſooner will i its Fury be over. 


THE Times if a Pefilence in its Di. 
creaſe, are in Proportion to the Times f 


115 Tacreaſe. ; 


F © R the infeftious Poiſon does not at 


precariouſly, but in a regular and uniform 


Manner, as it fully appeared by the Courlz 


of the late Sickneſs amongſt us; (not to 


mention others at a greater Diſtance of 
Place and Time) but this W ill. be bei 


made Þ 3 1 
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i 5 | made appear from the Tables of * 
he | : | hereunto annexed, 


it, rf ly ceaſe. 


A S Fire goes out when its Fuel 


in wanting, or ſpent, ſo the peſtilential . 
lence continually wants ſomewhat to keep 
* up, and no longer than it is ſupplied | 
me- i 4 with that neceſſary Pabulum will it laſts 
ons, b Although I acknowledge that ſometimes : 
ſed, theſe fatal Sparks will lie as it were ſmo- 
Ve- s thered in their own Ruins, for ſome Time, 
the : and after a certain Interval break out again 


. with the World, and its continual Subſiſtance 
in one Place or another, 28 external Cir- 
t act E cumſtances favour its Propagation or Ein- 


form drance; for the very Increaſe of tlie pe- 
dure - ſtilential Seminium, after every In iterval of 

= plainly fhews it to take freſh Root; 3 
i ® upon the total Extirpation of it, I can- 


ot lee how the ſame can appear again: 
1 | 1 . 


ons l The Cauſe of a Peftilence being removed, 
ind Li ſtent, or extingwiſped, us Effects immediate 


into its firſt Fury, from tha, origi 1al Cauſe 
| | | that as yet hath never been ex inguiſhed. 
De. And hence perhaps ſome may le led into 
s ff | an Error about the Plague” s being co-zval 
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And this is confirmed by the almoft con- 
_ tinual Varieties in different Infections. 


WE now come in Courſe to ſpeak of 


thoſe Prognoſticks, which regard the Death 
or Recovery of the n 


Every Hemorrhage is bad, but a Flas 
ef the Menſes ae fatal. 


A Looſenef of the Bowels, eſpecially in 
the Beginning, is commonly a Sign of Death. 


BECAUSE by this Evacuation a 


Diaphoreſis is prevented, the Strength ig 


waſted, and the Poiſou is ſo far thrown 
upon the Bowels, as ſometimes to induce 
Sphacelation; the Caſe is likewiſe no: 
much better when the Feees are extreamly 
fetid, and there is no Relief thereby; or 
When they are green, or black, or come 
away, involuntarily, eſpecially when attended 
with a Vyſentery. 


4 * H ERE the Lungs are tender, we al, 
or eee it general ends il. 


F 0 R.-1 can arab remember any one 
who. had bad Lungs that eſcaped in the 


late 


| 
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1 late Sickneſs; and it was a conſtant Ob- 

ſervation, that Aſthmatick Perſons, not 
bay by frequent and hard Inſpiration drew - 


m more of the poy ſonous Steams than o- 
IF thers, but alſo that the weakned Force of 

that Organ, gave Opportunity to them to 
| 6x their e there 2 


15 HE N Priſon g no better for 
nl Sweating, but weaker, and the Oo. 


„ higher, it was judged Fatal. 


ron after Nature had made ſich an 
Effort to expel the Venom to no Purpoſe, 
all Hopes of Recovery could not but va- 
Eniſh. A great Expence of Spirit, and 4 


eeneral Decay of Strength, muſt be the 


tinuance of Sweat likewiſe brings on a dan- 


not certain Fatality of all, is from ſuch 

Peet as have a cadaverous Smell; altho 
Ye | there was ſometimos * very di ſagreeable 
the cored Sweat, with which they recovered, 
8 . Z with it exhaled the peſtilential Venom. 
7 OE A 


| Co.ſequence of ſuch a Waft; and a Con- 


gerous Colliquitation, or is a Sign of it; and 
Etho!e hot ſharp Sweats, which veſicate the 
Skin, are alſo to be ſuſpected: More- 
over, it is very hazardous when cold 
2p come after ſuch hot ones. But the 
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A Loſs of Appetite for a great whit, [| 


; proved moſt commonly but 4  Aangermm 


Prognoſtich. 


IT appears, by what hath been already 


ſaid, that a Loathing at Stomach was 1 
certain Sign of Infection; and upon a Con 


 $inuance of it, it was neceſſary that there 
ſhould enſue a Defect of Nouriſhment an 


Streugth, which made a Perſon much more 
liable to the worſt Influences of the Di 


5 ſtemper, and even to Eroſion and Sphacelz | 


t. on of the Stomach. 


DEAFNESS joined with Dromſintſ 
were digus the Parotides mould ſoon appear 


WHEN Buboes went in again without 
auc Evacuation, and while bad Symptom 
contianed, Matters were generally doubtful 


and for the moſt Part very dangerous, 


always looked upon my Labours to be 
detcited, whenſoevet theſe Tumours di- 
appeared of a ſudden without any manifeſt | 
C-uſe; for it was owing to the Retreat of 


| the Verma inwards, where it made terrible 
Miſchiet, and was extreamiy difficult to be 


got 


get again to the Surface; yet if Sweats 
bin broke out, that the Patient could well bear, 

J 
You; 


State. 


are diſcoloured, eſpecially tending to Black- 


on- | „ | 
2 | mls, or do not ſuppurate, or are inſenſible, 
a be pronounced the Patient will be 


arſe. 
| they ſupparate, the better. 


meſs 


| dangerous than Baboes. : 
pear. 


Hon Pain, and greater Difficulty to cure. 


£075 


ful THE ſmaller the Canes are in 


| Compaſs, and their Situation remote from the 


0 be 
dif 
teſt | 


near the principal Parts, as the Breaſt or 
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it was not uncommon for them to return, 
and bring again Matters into an hopeful 8 


WHENSOEVER theſe Tumors 


THE more Buboes there are, ſo that 
CAR BY NCL ES. are alweys 3 


BOTH on Account of their ſharper 


| Viſcera, preater Veſſels, Tendons, and Nerves, 
and the fewer they are in Number, by ſo 
nuch it is the better; and, on the contrary, 
when they ſpread like a Gangrene, and are 


1h and alſo are numerous, or We the 


ment made. 


generally not to be diſtinguiſned from thi 
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Fate of the Patient may be pronounced deſi. 
rate. 5 


TH E g peftitentia Tokens, eiu) whey 
they are deep, are the ſure and ſpeedy Me 
fete of Death. 


F OR a general Mortification commonly 


follows theſe particular ones: although ther 
1s ſometimes (as before obſerved) {ome Time 


given between otie and the other, as for 


two or three Days. 


4 Complication of bad Symptoms, togethe, 
precipitates the Patient into another World, 


NAY, ſometimes when there are may 
Symptoms of Recovery, the obſtinate Con 
tinuance of one bad is enough to deter 
mine the Patient's Fate. 


F ROM the. inconſlant Aa d F 


the Urine, there can be no certain Jag 


' H E Urine indeed of theſe Patients i ? 


of healthful Perſons, although ſometime 
its Stench is not to be endured ; this 
Ow „ 
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certain Phyſician found to his Coſt, whe 


taking the Urinal too near, was infected 
by the Scent, fell ill, and in three Days died. 


THE Pulſe, which in all other Diſſes 


is almoſt a certain Index, in this Sickneſs = 


could not be at all trufted =? 


1 OSE who were comatous in the Be- 
ginning or Height F the Dijegſe, ſtew | 


eſcaped, 


Theſe Prognoſticks I thought my ſelf 


obliged to take Notice of, by the Method I 
propoſed to my ſelf herein; but that [1 


have omitted many, is to be excuſed by 
the Difficulty and Difference of Judgment. 


in theſe Matters ; for ſuch was the delufory 
Appearance of this Peſtilence, that many 
Patients were loſt when they were thought 
in a ſafe Recovery; and when we thought 
the Conqueſt quite obtained, Death run away 


with the Victory; whereas others got over 


it, who were quite given over for loſt; much 
to the Diſreputat! ion of our Art. 


4 
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SECTION VI. 


Concerning the Cure of the late Peſtilence. 


LTHOUGH a peſtilential Infection 
is ext.eamly dangerous, and doubtful 
as to its Conſequences, very few being 
ſpared by it, when in its greateſt Height, 
yet we are by no Means to deſpair i in ſo 
great a Difficulty, and give up the whole 
Race of Mankind to Deftru*tioa as ſoon 
as it comes, but be rather ſtimulated to 
greater Eudeavours ; and, like faithful Mi- 
niſters of Nature, ſtudy all Helps againſt 
ſuch common and grievous Calamities. 


BUT before we enter upon that Part 
which ſeeks Aſſiſtance from Medicine, it 
may be neceſſary to exhort the infected. 
that they have due Regard to the Almighty 
Power, not ouly in confeſſing, and ſeeking 
Forgiveneſs for Sin, but in Imploring his 
Bleſſing upon thoſe Remedies and Means 
for Recovery which even the moſt skilful 
e can preſcribe. 


TH E Infected alſo ought to be idme: 
niſhed that they make their Wilts, and 
ſettle 


0 
ted, 
zhty 
king 
his 
Calls 
ilful 


Imo- 
and 

ſettle 
4 
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ettle their worldly Affairs, fo as to pre- 
vent Contention and Law-Suits, leaſt by the 
Severity of ſuch a Diſtemper they ſhould 
chance to be carried off. But this is to be 
done before they are affected at all ir 
| their Underſtandings by The Dileale. 


LAS STLY, It is likewiſe to be enjoin- 


ed the Sick, that they quietly, ſubmiſſive- 
| ly, and with a chearful Confidence, com- 
; mit themſelves to the Care and Manage 
ment of their Phyſicians: 
| pears the Difficulty of that Task to watch 
| over thoſe who are in ſach imminent Dan- 
ger; and what variety of Cares lie upon 
| him who undertakes it, and who often 
falls himſelf by that Tyrant he is endea- 
Vvouring to defend others from! ? 


And hence ap- 


| BUT to do Juſtice to the Sed Art, 
in its relieving Mankind in ſuch eruel 
| Diſeaſes, this muſt eternize the Sons of 
Eſculapius, that they ſcem to be born for 
the Publick Good, by their Uſefulneſs even 
| in a Peſtilence, as well as other more com- 
| 4 Calamities of Liſe; but on this Read 
| [ hall forbear {: y ing more, knowing how | 
E unworthy 1 am to give due Honour to ſo : 


| much Worth. 
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BUT in the Proſecution hereof, as ſome 
heretofore have taken a great deal of Pains 
o no Purpoſe in finding an univerſal ſpecifick 
againſt the Peſtilence, and have im poſed 


many paipable Falſities upon the World 
under ſuch Pretences; ſo our modern Coal. 


Blowers have in like Matnet cried up their 


pernicious Secrets, and wickedly impoſed 
_ them upon the credulous Populace. Cer. 
tainly theſe publick Cheats ought them- 


ſelves to be deemed peſtilential, as their 


Notions and Practice 18 abhorrent to all 


ſound Reaſon: For if the Arguments on 


both Sides the Queſtion be fairly ſtated, 


and one will be convinced, that there ne- 


| ver as yet hath been diſcovered in Nature, 


the full aud abſolute Eſſence of a Peſti- 


Jence, but that it ſtill remains a Myſtery to 


Maukind; wherefore in this Diſtemper a 
Perſon muſt proceed, as in all others, by 
a ferious Attention to the manifeſt Sym- 


ptoms, and a rational Conformity of the 


Means of Cure thereunto; and while we 


bold to this only Rule of Procedure, © al- 


though the Severity of the Diſtemper may 


conquer ſeveral, yet many alſo may be 


1 ve 4 2 


17 


iT now comes to us to declare what A 


| | Phyſician has to do in this Calamity ; as 
therefore the Diſeaſe admits of no Delays, 


Help muſt be immediately procured, and 
the Phyſician ought to fly to the Patient's 
Succour, leaſt, by any Omiſſion, the Caſe 


ſhould be got beyond Recovery, and a Per- 
ſon be loſt for Want of timely Aſſiſtance. 


WHEN the Phyſician is come, he 


ought to addreſs the Patient with Chear- 
fulneſs, and blame thoſe Fears and melan- 


choly Apprehenſions which give many over 
too much into the Power of the Diſtemper, 


N by cutting off all Hopes of Recovery. 


LASTLY, according to the general 

Directory of our College beforementioned, 
the moſt generous and efficacious Me- 
dicines muſt be contrived with the utmoſt 


Care and Deliberation. 


IN N the firſt Place then. whether Phle- 


botomy is to be praiſed or not is juſt- 


ly to be queſtioned; and indeed I ſhould 
| pals it by here as fatal, but that I know 
many unskilful and raſh Perſons, who not 
only let Blood largely at one Time, but 


or der 
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order it likewiſe to be repeated until 
on Patient faints. 


py BUT TE the Authority of the Anci- 
ents as well as the Experience of the 
Moderns hath any Weight, and indeed 


if our own Practice may be regarded, it 
is highly to be feared, from many In- 


ſtauces, that Bleeding in a genuine Peſti- 


lenze is not only to be ſuſpected, but 


charged as pernicious; for we have many 


times ſeen the Blood and Life drawn away 


together z which makes it aſtoniſhing to 
lee the Practiſers in ſuch Miſchief dare 
to juſtiſie the fatal Error; what is it that 


indicates this Evacuation, is it intenſe 
Heat; or any Turgeſceney of the Vel 
Lels? Or is it to give Vent to the pefſt'- 
lential Poiſon to make its eſcape? Cer- 


tainly nothing to me ſeems more abſurd ; 
far if the other Sumptoms do not remit 


with the Fever, the Patient will be plung- 


ed into the utmoſt Hazard; for how can 


the Blood and other Juices be depurated, 
if the febrile Heat is extinguiſhed ? not 
to ſay auy thing of a Suppreſſion of ſa- 


lutary Breathings hereby, a Perverſion of 
the natural Secretions, and Sinking the 
Spirits. 


THEY 
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THEY allo are under as great an Er. 
ror, who fetch their Reaſons tor this Pra- 


_ dice from the Turgeſcency of the Vellels; | 
for while inordinate Hurries are excited 


in the Blood, from diſagreeing and hete- 
rogeneous Particles 


Strength by a raſh Effuſion of Blood? 


AND titty, 


the flowing Blood; 
proved) affecting chiefly the Spirits, and 
reſiding in other Veſſels, makes this Me- 
thod of Cure in a Peſtilence impracticable. 
will not however deny but that there 

may poſſibly be Circumſtances in malignant 


bk peſtilential Fevers, which may juſtifie 
Phlebotomy, as when it is done for Reyul- 


ſion ſake, in too great a Flux of the Merſes - 


But in a genuine Peſtilence, it is not to be 


meddled with. There is but one, as I can 
remember, who ſurvived it in the late Sick 


dels; but it is needleſs to ſay any more 


ſtriving to extricate 
themſelves from one another, there is made 
thereby only a ſeeming Plenitude; what Mad- | 
nels then muſt it be, in order to remove 
an imaginary FulneK, to ſink the neceſſary 


the morbifick Poiſon is 
not of that kind, as to ſeek an Eſcape at 
the Orifice of a Vein, and run out with 
and which (as before 
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upon a Subject ſo plain, and therefore 1 
ſhall paſs to what is of more Conſequence 
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AS for what concerns the next Means 


of Remedy, an Emectictk may be given in 
the Infancy of the Diſeaſe; where the Sto- 
mach is loaded either by over-eating, or by 


a Crowd of bad Humours, or when there 
is a Loathing, or a Bitterneſs in the Mouth; 


lo that any particular Conformation of 
the Breaſt and Neck doth not contra-1ndi- 


Cate; and amongſt thele Remedies they 


are pielerrable which plentitully excito 
Vomiting, without working alſo down 
wards. . 


OF this kind are the Sr. Diaſari Fer- 
nel j, Syr. Scabioſ. compoſ. Oxymel. Scillit. and 


chiefly the Sal Vitrioli; but the Antimonial 


Preparations are not ſo adviſable. The 
Doſe of the Emetick ought to be large 
enough .to empty the Stomach ſoon ; and 
the Potſet-drink uſed in the Operation, in 
order to rince off its Coats all Filthineſs, 


33 to be impregnated with Carduus, Seoratum, 
Zdeadow-ſmect, Butter-Burr, &c. boiled in If 


lu my own Practice, | have always found 
good Service from large Draughts of 
Poſſet-driaæ a: bovemetacue , {oectaed 
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} Fr Oxymel, without any other previous 
Enetiel given. 


AF TER Vomiting is over, in order 


do enable the Stomach the better to kcep 


£ any Alexipharmick Medicines, its Force 
| may be greatly ſtrengthned by adding Sto- 
WW machicks to the Alexipharmicks : But if 
|: Reaching to vomit prove Symptomati- 
. | cal, Emeticks are by all Means to be . 
oided; leaſt the Phyfician (like old Nur- 
; bes, who are altogether ignorant of the 
i Rules of Practice) ſhould promote that 
; Symptom, which by fruitleſs Strains waſte 
Jae Spirits, and ſollicit the peſtilential Ve- 
nom into the Stomach from diſtant Parts; 
which when fixed there, ſtill irritates into 
, | more violent Reachings, that cannot be 2 
+ waged OF any Remedies. 
f ALT HOUGH in cher Caſes: A Vo- 
| | ming may be removed by Emet. cd, yet 
In i Pefiilence it is dangerous to follow 
2 ſuch Practice; becauſe the Malignity, or 
„ Writer Nitro-ſaline Effuvia, vellicate the. 
Moch of the Stomach, and 10 invert its 
ec ; | „„ 
5 nervous Coats, although empty, as to bring 


W Colwulſions: And ſome Perſons ſeem 
% have their Stomachs full, as overloaded 
3 3 


224 


in the Caſe before us, is a Difficulty, and 
full of Controverſy amongſt Phyſicians; 


_ — NTX— ͤ 0 J Oy 
D 


me to judge concerning 


mours are troubleſome more by thei 
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with Food, who crave to be freed by 
Vomiting, which it is by no Means ſaf 
to indulge them in, becauſe ſuch a Senf.. 


tion of Fulneſs proceeds only from the 


peſtilential Poyſon vellicating the Men. 
branes, while the Stomach is it ſelf free 
from Food, or bad Humours : „ Bur what 


; further concerns this Matter, will come tg 
be further conſidered under the Cure of 


Symptoms. 


MOREOVER, Purges are juſtly reel. 
62ed amongſt Medicines of great Efficacy: 
but whether or no they are to be ule 


and indeed the Varieties in peſtilential x 
Diſeaſes, the Differences of Couſtitutious, i 


the var:ous Complication of Circumſtance, 5 
the Uncertainty of Seaſons, &c. do male t 
it impoſſible to give any general Rule F 
| Hhereupon; wherefore I ſhall go no fu:ther þ 


than what niy own pa hath enahl led 


A F or Diſtemperature of 
Humours do certainly all for an Evact: 
ation this Way 7 | th: is, 53; EN the Hu- 


Quautit} 


Quantity than any ſtimulating Quality; 3 


ſafe E- when therefore the Conftitution is not 
al. ; able to conquer ſuch a Burthen, neither 
the by Digeſtion nor Expulſion, Catharticks 


len. | are certainly neceſſary to help away the 


free Load, and eſpecially 1 a Perſon 8 been 
what | before N to Exceſs. 


F "i 


| Taint, the Humours are then rather to be 


„ and gone ſo far, to do the Work her own Way: 
ans And whether or no the Blood is too much 
ential ; | fuled, or (according to ſome) coagulated, 


£105 purging Medicines are certainly to be a. 


anceh voided; for in the firſt Caſe they fur- 
male ther agitate and fuſe the Blood, beſides the 
Rule Hazard of breaking open ſuch Veſſels as 


a: ther ny not without great Difficulty be again 


1ablet i cloſed; the fame Medicines are alto hurt- 


45 Remainder more viſcid and tenacious, 


vac hereby Obſtructions are rendred more 


Perverle and unconquerable, and the ſtag- 
Punt Matter without a Poſübility of. Di- 


lalltit) NI | oy lution, 
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BUT if this Evacuation be delayed till 
the Juices have received the peſtilential 


depurated, then purged away by Cathar- 
eacy ticks; and it is certainly better to truſt to 
ulelſ the Strength of Nature, when Things are 


; Jul in the Blood's Coagulation, becauſe they 
| vacuate only the ſerous Parts, and leave 
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lution, and Reſtitution to its priſtine State 
of Fluidity, as alſo more ſtrongly inclofing 
the peſtilential Poiſon at the ſame Time; 
it is alſo greatly to be feared, that in ſo 
great an Agitation the morbifick Venom 
may be drawn to the Bowels, and Sphace- 
lat ion follow CETIONER, - 


THAT Purging may be alſo practiſed 
with Succeſs, the Strength of the Patient 
is carefully to be conſulted, for where 
the Spirits are low, or deficient, 1t may 
not only prove unſafe, but fatal; and where 
the Bowels are extreamly ſtimulated by 
the Cathartick, and the Humours greatly 
put into Fuſion by its rarifying Qualities, 
they will be apt to paſs off in too large 
a Profuſion. 


WHAT can a Perſon likewiſe expect 
to do with a Cathartick, in Diſorders of 
the Spirits? It certainly appears to me 
more likely to purge away all the Humours 
of the Body, than re-kindle the Spirits that 
are oppreſſed, clo! udy, and almoſt extinct, 
by ſuch Means; and further, as the Sub- 
tilty of the peftilential Poiſon inclines it 
rather to elcape by the ſuperficial Porcs, 


than the larger Emunttories, this Me- 


thod 


ate thod i is contrary to that natural Tendency, 

ing calling it back again from the Circum- 

ne; ference to the Center; I cannot imagine 
ſo BF what they propole, who even repeat in ; 
om | theſe Caſes their purging Medicines, until 

xce- | they bring both intolerable Pains, and 
| Gripings into the Bowels, and Sphacelations, 

| a beforementioned. 
ifed i 
ient i B U T if after al Confidetations any Pere 


here i On thinks it proper to purge, it ought to 


may be certainly done in the Beginning of the 


here Infection, and with ſomewhat that operates 
by T ſpeedily; and to which Purpoſe thoſe in 
atly | Liquid Forins 1 5 beſt, as for Example: 4 


pelt alis abſynthit gr. viij. M. S. Fiat hauſtus bord 
5 f bommoda, & zh» typo renitrends dandii. =» 


1ours LA: Solution alſo of Pil. Raft from 3 ß. to 


that 5. may be made in Marigold Water, by thoſe 


int, [© who like that better. They who pleaſe 
Sub⸗ müss may uſe the following 


* Extratt. Pilularum Ruff 5 ij. reſm aal lt 
I j. trechiſc. de rhabarb. 3 j. gum. ammoniati 
55 nm 5 | 711 
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arge 3 Rt 4g. Angelics foml. Tartarizate = 57 Hy. | 
5 [ de ſpina Cervina Z)- Elix. proprietatis Crollis ve! 
 Antipeſtilentialis 9 j. & 1 3 ß. diſſolve 
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in aceto ſcillit. ſoluti 3 j. ſalis Tartari, abſyathi 
ana gr. viij. cam tinct. Theriacali q. J. fiat maſſ 
e cuii 3 j. conglobentur pilule vij, vel viij. Di. 


in conſtitutione athletic ad I ij. prout medico 
viſum Fer va landa. 5 | 
IN a Diſeaſe that will admit of 10 1 
Delay, it is beſt to evacuate but little, yet | 
that not ilowiy; ſo that the morbid Hu- | 
mours may be expelled at the firſt Seizure, | 
before they have received the peftilential BF 
Taint, and betore its Virulence hath reach. - 
ed to the whole Maſs of Fluids: For it i | 
is certain that no Digeſtion is to be eu. 
pected d 51 this Cate, and therefore can there WW 
be no Room for Allterants or Digeſtives: But g 
when the Body is very coſtive, I judge it ; h 
moſt convenient and lafe to do this with 
Suppoſitories. 5 a 
BUT all Akio and practical Phyſic- WM | 
aus agree in this, to throw out the peſti- We 
lential Malignity as ſoon as poſſible; which 4 
is expeclit'ouſly and ſurprizingly done by ? 
Alea harmicls; alu to thete, as ſoon as th ; 
Be''ly is looined, Recourſe muſt ſpeedi . 
be had, as to a eretk K 1 Aud there . 
is juch Piet, of Remedies:'of: „ KRis Wh 
tl. Weatule er mis do Have 156 more thi I 
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4 Mankind; 


rantical of any tba: pelets 


Kingdom, 


iginian dnabe Rot, 


is the moſt efficacious ; 


7 Iv. or vi. to J 1. in Joy proper Vehicle, 


of. the late 22 


an ordinary Induigence and Forecaſt, in 
providing againſt nis deitruttive Enemy of . 
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nor hath the medicinal Art been 
likewiſe wanting in iupplying us with ma- 
ny Preparations. of Simples, that are power- 
fal againſt ſo grievous a Deſtroyer. But 
in this great Choice it behoves us to ſele& 
thoſe * „nich are me oft efficacious * for this 
Diſtemper, which is certainly the moſt ty- 
ane Body, 


lometimes coiquered in 15 hs. 


a huma. 
may be 


E fancy, which when got to a Head, is not 
to be manage hs the greateſt Efforts. of 
humane Skill. 


AMONG 3ST the Simples af: the t three 
to begin with the Veget able 

when freſh and fra 1 95 
inſomuch indeed 
that I have often admired, that ſuch great 


Vertue ſhould reſide in ſuch minute Fibres, 
having a Taſt very pungent, 
| :romatick Scent, and diſcovering ſomew hat 
wonderful and almoſt ſupernatural; 
it deſervedly is accounted the moſt effica- 
| cious and generous Diapharetick and Alexi- 
Plarmic l ſor expelling the peſtilential Poi- 
on. Its Doſe, finely powdered, 


and a quick 


1o that 


18 Fr om 


due 
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du: egard being had to the Strength and 


Age of the Patient. 


THE next Place 18 juſtly given to the 
Gentrayerua-Root, from which alſo a com- 


pound Medicine, which I ſhall hereafter 
deſcribe, is admirably contrived: The 
Doſe of this in fine Powder is from 8 i. to 
3 i. in Angelica, or Scordium Water or in 


| Wine, & "WE 


1 H E R E are other Roots likewiſc 
which daily Experience hath taught us 
to be very good for the fame Purpoſes; 


and with which, as Occaſion requires, ma- 


ny va! luable Compounds are formed, in or- 


der to effect that with a united Force 


which they could not do ſingly; in this 


Claſs are the Roots of Angelica, Scorzonera, 


Butterbur, Maſterwort, Tormentil, Zedoary, 


 Garlick, Elicampane, Valerian, Birthwort, 


Gentian, Bittany, and many others, which 


any Perſon that loves Variety may find 
. proper Authors. 


BUT even Gratitude obliges me not 
to omit ſaying ſomewhat of Ginger, which 
1 have preſcribed both in the Root pon. 


tered, and candied, many Times with great 


Sus. 
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Zucceſs, for it is very powerful both wo 
& raiſe a breathing Sweat, and defend the 
| Spirits againſt the Peſtilential Impreſſion. 


nd 


FROM theſe Roots may be made Ex- 
tracts, either with Spirit of Wine or Vi- 
negar ; for it is agreed by all, that the 
more ſubtil Particles colleted. together, 
and diveſted of their grotler and unprofit- 

able Parts, become more efficacious in Me. 


Aicinal Caſes. 


TH E Leaves of Vegetables moſt uſed 

8; , in Practice, are Scordium, Rue, Sage, Veronica, 
1d : Dragon, the leſſer Centaury, Scahious, Pimpi- 
or- J nei, Marygolds and Baum, and from which, | 
ce on Occaſion, are ſeveral Formule contrived. 


ra, ö GOOD Vehicles to waſh down and 
„ facilitate the taking more efficacious Me- 
51 dicines, are made of the Waters diſtilled 
ch from thoſe Herbs while they are freſh. 
nd WF and fragrant (having not yet loſt their 
. volatile Salt;) for thoſe which are com- 
| monly kept for Ornament in the Shops 

10t t are inſipid, and of little or no Worth. 
v. | A ' Clyſſus alſo of the ſame Herbs is 
at WF preferable to the Waters, made after 
-- M4: 
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this Manner, let a Quantity of Water 
1 5 be drawn from the green and ſucculem 
Plant, and the Juice be expreſſed from a- 

ther Parcel of the ſame Herb, and depu- : 

| rated by ſtanding ; let then both be evapo- 1 
1 kated to the Conſiſtence of Honey, and 
from it a Tincture drawn with ſome I .. 
more diſtilled Water and a little Spi- | « 
rit of Wine, which is again by Eva- 
poration to be reduced into an Extract; 3 

alſo from the dryed Plant draw its eſſential I t 

Oil, and from the Reſidium after Diſtillation I | 

the Salt. Of the Extract take 3 iv. of the t 
F f, and of the Oil 50 drops, and mix them 

together, where let them lie to incorpo- i 
rate more intimately with one another. ; 

The iaſpiſſated Juices likewiſe of thele . 

Ingredients are of good Effect, and in the 1 

Winter, Decoctions may covemently be | 

made of them for the ſame medical Pur- 1 
poſes; and further, that the Remedies in this W 

Caſe may be yet the more efficacious, they ' 

may be joined with Athaline-Salts diſſolved I « 

in a proper enftruum: For by this Means | ü 
"lt the Tone of the Stomach will be ſtrengtl:- | 
i! ened, Putrefaction will be prevented, the T 
Has nitro-ſaline Fftuvia will be reſiſted, or at f 
|| | lleaſt | precipitated, and a Diaphoreſis pro- 
1 moted. | CF 
1 SOME 


koh Þ 
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SOME Berries are alſo of great Uſe 


| in Practice; as the Powder of Toy-Ber ries 
4 given to the Quantity of one Dram in two 
| Parts of Elder Vinegar, and one Part of 
White-Wine ;, the Spirit likewiſe drawn from 
| Elder-Berries would do the ſame in a Doſe 


of Z 1ij. or Ziv. the Spirit of Juniper Berries 


given to Z1. a Spirit drawn from green 
Walnuts, with Treacle-IWater, as alio from 


the Seeds of. Carduus, Citrons, &c. had 


| likewiſe their due Recommendations in 
powerfully promoting Sweat. 


BUT I know nothing ed the 


: Simples that hath ſo obtained, for Ages to- 
I gether, as the Oriental Bezoar, and which 
| ſtill hath fo great a Name; yet without 
N having any Inclination to contradidt a re- 
; ceived Opiuion, I have been fo confirmed 
by a Mu'titude of Trials, that the Truth 
| will ſpeak for it ſelf, which mauilefily 
: denies its Virtues to be at all equivalent 
to its Value: And 1 have really given 
L it in Powder many times to 40 or 50 
© Grains, without any manner or. Eitect 2 


d dare affirm that the Bezoay with which 


T 1 theie Trials was geny: Es 


THE 
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THE Powder alſo of an Unicorn's Hori, 


ſo much cried up for an Antidote, never 
anſwered any good Expectations, although 


I had ſeveral Dozes of it given me by x 
Merchant, on purpoſe to try its Virtues: 
But that which would cure Pidgeons, 
Fowls, Cats and Dogs, from Arſenical Poi. 
ſons, as the worthy Gentleman aſſured me 


that did, had yet no Efficacy againſt the 


peſtilential Virulence : Yet if it was not 
controverted to this very Day, whether or 
10 there is ſuch an Animal in Being as an 
Uiicom; and it ſhould moreover be grant. 
ed that the Horn hath theſe ſtupendious 


Virtues; the Price of it would male it pur- 
chaſeable only by the Rich; whereas in thi; 


_ dreadful Calamity the Populace were c/viefly 
infetted; and therefore cheap and comms! 


Medicines ſhould be contrived for them 
by the Phyſicians; in the Number of which, 
firſt occur the Troches of Vipers, given to the 


Quantity of D iv. in compound Scoraiin 
Water, or the volatile Salt of Vipers given to 


3 8. in the ſame Vehicle. A very worth! 
Perſon fent us from New-Eugland tome Tro 


ches made of the Fleſh of a Rattle-Snate. 


from which I found more Succels among? 


the Sick, than thoſe we commonly hav! 
Bere. | THY 
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1H E Powder 5 Joad: was lkewiſe 


prodigiouſly extolled by every Body; but 
| I found more Succeſs in Spirits of Hariſporn, 
E given from 2 ij. te 3 i. in Pla gue-pater: > 


A Youth was ſeized with a great Diffi- 


3 culty of Breathing, the Arteries hardly 


beat, and, in ihort, all Things ſeem'd to 
beſpeak him in his laſt Moments; I pre- 


| ſcribed him 3 i. of the forementioned Spi- 
| rits in 3 jj. 


of compound Scordium Vater; 
but the Symptoms continuing obſtinate, 1 
again repeated the ſame in three Hours 


Bliſters were alſo forthwith app! ed, after 


which in about half an Hour, he began to 
move his Limbs, and recollect himſelf, as 

if riſen from the Dead: but at laſt when 

all Things were hopefu!, 
| a Diſcolourat'on upon one of his Legs, ? 
| where a Bliſter had been raiſed, 
Loſs of Senſe very near to a Sphacelation ; 
upon this the affected Part was deeply 15 
| fied and then fomented, 
9 Repetition of the ſame Draught twice <7 
2 Day, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, again 
. reſtored every Thing into a hopeful Way. 


there appeared 


with a 


which, with « 


For this SP in is of pea a fiery Nature, 
that 


and five 


— — 
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that it immediately diſperſes through the 


whole Body; and on Account of its great 
Volatility, helps to encounter with, and 
correct the ſaline, malignant Quality of the 


| Peſtilence : But I need ſay no more than 
that it is the moſt powerful Diaphoretict 


that can be "given. in any Diſeaſe what- 
ſoever. | 


WHEN 8 O EVER Things are brought 


to Extremity, ſome have Recourſe to 


Mineral Preparations, in Order to drive 
out the Peſtilence by mere Force; amonsk 


which the chief are Mineral Bezoar, Suiphur 


Aarat m, and Aurum Vitæ, &c. the Prepars- 


tons of which are to be met with in chu. 
mica! Writers. 


Jam fearful indeed of being too prolix 
12 the Enumeration of Remedies under 


this Cl: 5; although I am very ſenſib le 
that ſome Simples prudently. choſen may 


fingly encounter . a peſtilence with Succeſs, 


as well as ſome other Diſeaſes: But be- 
cauſe this Evil is uſually attended with 10 


many Complications, the Contrivances to 
oppoſe it ſhould alſo, in the Opinion of. 


ime, be equally and proportionably cm- 
plicated; and all Forces draw: up in Battle 
8 againſt 


by $i, 


bo 
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” againſt it with full Front, in Order to be 
equal to the Encounter. To this Purpoſe 
ſome of the Sons of Eſculapins have invented 


manifold Compoſitions; and ſome o them 


ſo prolix, as if they intended a Sacrifice 
of an Hecatomb to appeaſe the Severity ol 
this tyrannical Deſtroyer. 


ED would” be entirely foreign to our 
Buſineſs here, to extract all the Medicines 


which ſome Writers abound with for this 


End; and it is our Buſineſs here only to 
take Notice of thole which were made 
Uſe of with Succeſs in the late Sickneſs; 


and in this Performance both Gratitude and 


Duty ob! lige me to begin with ſuch 43 
were ordered by the College, amongf: why ch 
firſt occurs their Flague- water. 


he Radic, tormentillæ, anvelice, fœoniæ, ⁊edoa- 


"is, elycirrhize, helen ana 5 ß. fol. Salvia, 


| Chelidonie, rutæ, ſummitat : roriſmariui, abſyr this, 


7071S I artemiſiæ, pimpinelle, dracuzculs, ſca- | 


 dgrimorie, meliſſæa, card, beronice, cen- 


F tart! PL fol. 2 flor. calendule ana M i. (ali 


* 


b. viij. 


widunt flor. papaderis errate paralyſ. ana p. ij.) 
bets G contuſa infindantuis per triduum in 
diu. alb, opt. dein F. cauta diſtillatio = 
«ſui reſervetur: But here it 13 by 


Cure of a Peſt'lence the medicinal Forms 


the Way to be taken Notice, that in the 


are not to be pompoully contrived. with a 


long Catalogue o Ingredients, but carefully 


adapted in every Reſpett to the Circum- 
ftances and Exigencies of the Infected. lt 


is allo to be obſerved; that this Water is 
by no Means indifferently to be given to 


all; or to every one in the fame Manner; 
as 8 Inſtance, not at all to Women under 
their menſtrual Purgations, leaſt it ſhould 
provoke them to flow too immoderately ; 


nor is it to be allowed to Women with 
Child, for Fear of Miſcarriage. 


MOREOVER the Coltge hath apprc- 


priated other Medicines for the ſame Ends, 


from which we may extract the following: 


N Dizferdii, vel Mithridatii 3 j. vel 5 f. 
flat diſſolutis in lib. ff. poſſetalæ alteratæ cin, 
Fart ibus aq. vini albi, & aceti opt. Miſce det 
hec Foto fer: de ſacta, 1250 ſtragulis bene Coopgrts: 
Or, 


VP Radic. Angelice 5 2 1 torment lia 5; J. . 


ais, &. decoctis in ag. font. q. .. ad tertiæ . 


J g 
renſuumtiouem, adde ſucci limonum S i! j. 26 


aceti 5 j ,. bibat correptus J vil, vel ville Lait. 
Apogennatis caltfniti- Or, R K 


WAS | 


of the late Peſtilence. 175 


R Sem. pætaſitidis O j. ſem. cri gr. xxvj. 


cuchianelle © fi. caphuræ gr. xij. miſce, fias pulvis, 


ex hauſtu aq. cardui, calendule, vel ſcordii fur | 
mendus. oh 


R FR” Je ſtercoris vaccini recentis in 
aceto acerrimo infuſi ad cochl. vi). vel W Or, 


R Theriace W J ij. Elect. de ov lg. 
5 fact diſſolutione in hauſtu poſſetalæ cardu- 


| ns, fiat potio, bibatur calefatta Tn fu- 


. doris exundationens 


WE ſhall hereafter ceme to take Notice 


ol thoſe Medicines which by the College were 


contrived for the Poor, now therefore take 


| thoſe which by daily Experience were found _ 
of moſt Efficacy, and delerye to ſtand firſt : 
on that Account. 


A Com pound Anti. peſtileatial Decetion. 


be Radic. Scorzonerd, Petafitidis ana 5 v. an- 


* 


| vel:ca, tormentille C. C. . nn J fol. Scordii, 
\ almarid, mclifſe Ana AM}. Hur. calendulæ, bor- 
e. 24 3118. bacc. juniperi, hederæ ana 3 ;. 
3 Its. cite 5 i. coriundri Prep I's j. 18. caricas nu- 
er Ii in G rræp. in dluabus P- gail. forte 


Wed 
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by. C tertia p. acer. oft. infundantur, &. decoguan. 
4 tur, ſub finem addendo glycyr. talcolatim ſeit, 
Z j. in coqſionis lib. iij. diffelve theriace Ay 

. rom. J lil. Altri puriſimi 3 iij. & adms. ix. 
15728 terdum Sir. Vetrieli, vel Sulph. guttas aliquot ad 
Ie biuſculam aciditatem. Sometimes allo we 
add hereunto Syrup of the Juice of Citron, 
4 or Baum; but when Matters are in the ut- 
| moſt Hazard, the Patient's Life is more 
117d to be conſulted than his Palate; and all 
4 Sugars we often omit, as they are both a 
Load upon the Medicin's Operation, and 

| in no wiſe fit for a Stomach affected with 
5 | a Contagion. The Dole of this Decoction 
5 is from 8 to 10 Spoonfuls every 4 Hours, 


: 
i 
$ 
q: 1 
j 


An Alexiteral Water. 


* w Radic. Contrayerva z j. fcorzoncre biſpar 
up angelicæ ana T1, FG. fol. Scordii galege ana M ii 
l. roſ. rubr. calendule ana p. 11). raf. C. C. cbor 
ama 3 j. bacc. juniperi, hederæ ana Z ij. in accio 
ſanibut ins per triduum macerat : dictamni crelici, 
cort ic. Limonum ana . face. meli ſſæ, cardu!, 
anbelic C0 Au lib. . Aceti opt. lib. i]. diſtilla it 
er guis humilioribus poſt. deb. N 1 


"Wh Fe Sicc. Scar dii, acetoſe ana lib. j. galcge lib. 
e lanonum, aceti oft. ana 14 j. theriac. 


; 

1 
1 | | | And: n. 
111908 

a 
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Androm. Z iij. digere & diſtilla Doſ. ad cechl. 


VI. vel viij. 
* 


: R Aque Alexiterie lib. ij. theriac. Androna 
z ij. Elect. de ovo 3 j. digere, filtra, & uſui 
9 ſerva, Doſ. ad cochl. vj. vel viij. phialam a» 
t gitando. 
; Og Or, | | 
R Summit abſyathij, rutæ ana Mj. Srordii, 
| dracuncul! ana Mü 1). aceti ſambuc. lib. iii. 
| diſfilla in veſied, tum in liquore diſſilve ſalis 
} fraxini, carduii, vel Scordii Vitriolat. 3 iv). Doſe 
q ad cochl. iv. vel v. efficaciter elicit 70 | 

| hec Aqua. 


A Treacle Mater. 


| B Radic. Aſari Virgin. 8 {s. contrayerva 3 . 
| tormentille, ſcorxon. petaſitidis ana 5 j. p. ſem. 
| cardui, calendulæ, angelicæ, citri ana 8 iij. quis 
| ys prap. affunde 65 vini, aceti oft. ana lib. 1s. 
| aſl ve theriac. Ven. lib. ſs. adde crocs Ang. 5 
| 3 ij. miſce indantur organis vitrels, & peſt oclidlu- 
um ſuper cineres digeſtianem, diſtilla, in roſtro 
Alembici eee. caphure 3 1. Doſe ad 8 
cacll. v. vel vj. 


N 0 
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4 Diaphoretick Oil. 15 


Be Salis Abſynthii, vel Scordii, ſive Ruta 3 
for. Sulphuris ter, quaterve ſublimat. J j. ol. J. 
niperi lib. j. Hic m miſc. , per biduum cali 
mediocri bene occluſa relingue, dein per Ketortam 
Aiſtilla, eti un alierd vice diſtilla, digerendo je 
biduum, acldcntdo ſalis abſynthij 3 J. Doſ. a 
coc hl. unum, vel duo, ex aq. angelice, vel ſcordii, 
ſaccharatd, ad olev V. a. e. Commiætionem. 


An Al exipharmick Vinegar. 


KR Radic. Scorzon. Hit, Chelidonie mai. an 

- i}. cout; ayervs 3 i. angelice, tormentills aut 

i. p. fol. fcordir, mel fe, ſcabioſæ ana Mi, 

ſummit. Ruta p. ij. Aictamni ci et. M 1s. flor. ſan- 
buci, calendulæ ana p. 11). gr. Junip. 5 ij. raſ. C. C. 
eboris ana 3 j. ſem. rute, cardui, citri ana 5 ij 
portulacæ 3 v. cinam. opt. 3 18. caryophyll. 3 ij 
Theriac. Androm. lib. Is. quibus ſ. a. prep. af 
funde Aceti cx vin. albs acerrimi lib. v. vitro ft 
obturato digere per triduum, bis, terve de die cus. 
quaſſundo, tum caute diſtilla, ſuſpenſis camphore, & 
croci ana 3 ij. in roftro Alemb. Deſ. ad cicil. 
v. vel vj. 5 


BUT 


i. Ant 


ang 


Mi. 


ſo 
Cl 
3 ij 
3 11 
b. af 
0 ft. 
2 
4 0 


COCil, 


UT 
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| BUT ſuffciently of theſe; from whence 
| it is eaſie for any one to gather, why liquid 


Medicines, and eſpecially when warmed, 


are preferrable to others in the Form of 
* Boles or Eleftuaries ; that is, becauſe of their 
more expeditious and more effectual Ope- 


rations. 


BUT becauſe many of the Infected have 


a2 Loathing at Stomach, and an Inclination 
to yomit, in the ſame Manner as an Over- 
load of Eating and Drinking occaſions, Me- 
, dicines in ſolid Forms ſuit beſt with ſuch, 
, as they are not ſo eaſily thrown up, and 
| adhere better to the Sides of the Stomach : 
Of this Kind we have the following Com- 
| poſition, which at taking may be made 
| into Boles of 3 ij. 
1 Salt of Carduus, or Wormwood 9 j. or more or 
| leſs according to the Exigency of Sym- 
| ptoms. 


each adding thereunta 


R Elect. de ovo mincralts Z j. theriac. Androm. 


3. pulu: ſerpentarie virgin. 3 v. cuchiancllæ 3 iij. 
troci pulverix. 3 f. cum Sr. e ſucro ee | 
3 vl birt,  Coagmenterur maſſa. 


N 3 J. 
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vj. viperarum v. a. e. prep. But it is to be 


thus made : 


tormentilla g 3 ij. ilve C. C. Philo ophice calc 


The famous Sir Theodore Mayerne' 
Electuarium de Ovo. 


Ye Ovum culgariter at in Phar macopœia Lon. 9 


dinenſi prop. de quo ſume, & ſem. fog FT 


vel crucæ ana 5 |. Antidoti Saxonice I f. ly 


Pi dis prunelle 3 | v. Antimonii diaphoret. fixiſſm; 

F craci metallirum ſimul uſtorum 3 11). pv, 
ſcordii, rutæ, zedoarie ana 3 ij. F. Theriace ven. |; 
veteris 3 V. Philonis Turneri D vi). gr. ij. miſe 3 3 


& cum ſpir. Theriuc. 3 ii). & niellis de ſu 


matt J /. Fiat Fleft. mille, Doſ. ad J iv. vc! 


3 jj. carroborand. adj ciendo corda, & jecim Wb 


obſerved in this likewiſe, as in other Ar- 
tidotes, that a long Fermentation of the 
Ingredients together in a Mafs is very ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe by that Means they more 
intimately mix with one another. | 


BUT if the Body be too open, the 
L:t15  Contrayerua 18 very ſuitable, and ti 

Pe Pal v. radic. contraverua rec. 3 j. ſerper- 
taris Virgin 3 if, V. eætract. radic. Anbiliti, 


che! Fu. 1 
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$ : chelarom Cancrorum prep. pulv. Corall. rubr. ana 
z . Autimoni! Diaphoret. vel potins Diaphor. 
| Jovis 3 ij. cuchiarelle 3 f. croci d j. (aliqui 
EF adduct lapid. bezoar. orien. D ij.) ambræ 9 yſ. 
JN 1 f. cum gcelating ſpoltorum ſerpentum, vel C. C. 
1 feen tur lob I . 8x7 ccandi, * ad O ij. 


. 5j. e vchiculo idoneo, &c. 


N. ok the ſame Purpoſe alſo is the ce- 
ver, lebrated Orvictan thus compounded, ard given 
0 3 . at a Dole, 


wel N Cardui boned, tot i tis capator is mai. & min. 
1, a 5 ß. ſcordii, ariſtolochia urriaſque ana 3 v. 
METER h. e. echli, 


geit ianæ, bacc. Turnip. bi- 
terte ana E j. bace. Iauri, tormentille, dictamni 
þ lb; ana 5 ß. carline, angelicæ ana 7 j. f. rhabarb. 
anreratoriæ, ſcor xen. Hiſß an. valeriare ana 3 ß. 
no ſus diaboli, calami aromat. ama 3 iv. Theriac. 
Audrom. opt. Z iij. corda, & 1 12 vie- 
rerum, terantur terenda ſuoril ſſime, & cum þ. 
Eg. mclits de ſpumati fiat Elect. 25 tres menſes fer- 
2 a and. 


I is to be obſerved, that theſe aud 
the like Medicines, whether Galenical or 
: one which cannot be prepared as ſoon 
| Aſparagus can be boiled, ought to be al- 
Ss in Readineſs, ED 


en- 
0 ic 5 
al 4 iſt 


6749 
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Th EE general Remedies belag thus pro. 
6 vided, the exact Way of Living and Diet 
1336 comes to be conſidered: And firſt of al 
TRES whenſoever the Patient is taken, he muf 
if immediately be put to Bed; wherein ut 
. Have found it much more ſerviceable to h 


covered with Blankets, than Linen Sheet 

1 becauſe the Woollen much better encov 
5 rages Sweating, and alſo abſorps it, anl 
8 keeps the Body cleaner all the while; to 
Linen being not ſuited to drink up th 
Sweat, the Pores of the Body, at ſuch Times 
T0 as open as poſlible, will be choaked up ud b 
1 j obſtructed by the Moiſture hanging upon 

| | the Skin, and giving alſo a Chillineſs t 

the Fleſh; To all therefore who ſweit 

thus, Change of Cloaths is to be denied 

for the Patient takes Harm by cle 

|| Coverings, not ſo much from any pi 
judicial Quality of the Soap abounding i 
them, (according to the Opinion of Dim 


| | broveck) as from a Dampneſs which is v 
. = - ſeparable from them, and the Approach 0 
| * Air which is unavoidable in the Shifting 
N both which will check the Sweating. 
| | 1 UNLESS the Patient hath Occalil 
| 1 for a Vomit, or TRY Se, or a a Clyfter, imm 
| date 


4 


pro. 
Diet 
of al 
muff 
in we 
to be 
heets 
2NCON- 
„ and 
5 it 
p the 


Time; 


p aud 
upon 
ofs t1 
{went 
enied, 
clen 
| Pie 
ing i 
Diem. 
15 Ut 
ach 0 
fring; 


c ca¹νf 
imm 
ate 


Seeds. 
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Adiately upon his goi:s o Bed, Aleæiphar- 


up by Vomiting, repeated until the Stomach 


is ſtrengthned, and can retain them; and I 


| have always obſerved, that ſuch Nauſeouſ- 


nels goes off as ſoon as Sweat breaks out. 


SOME indeed of a very dry Tempera- 
ment, or from a Conſumption of their Hu- 
midities by the febrile Heat, do not eaſily 


get into a Sweat; ſuch therefore I order- 


ed liberally to drink of a medicated Poſſet- 
Drink; in order by this Means both to 
render the viſcid Humours more fluid, and 
contemper and aſſwage the feverifn Heat. 


THE Milk with which this boſſet- 
Drink was made, was turned with two 
Parts of Ale, and one Part of Vinegar, in 
which had been boiled the Roots of Scor- 


Tonera and Butter-bur ; the Leaves of Baum, 
E Scabins, and Wood-ſorrel; the Flowers of Ba- 
1 rage and Marygolds; the Raſpings of Tory 


and Hartſporn, and Carduw and Coriander 


THESE Sweats we uſed to keep up 
ſor two or three Hours at a Time, as the 


Strength would bear them; and until the 


N 4 Work. 


Citrons, Tomecranates, or Elder-Vinegar, as 


boiling in Chicken-Broth the Roots of Scor— 
⁊onera; the Leaves of Pimpinel, Meadlomſweet, 
Mood. Serrel, Borage, Raſpings of Hartſhorn, 
and Dactyls, with a Piece of White Bread, 


 Looſneſs or Loathing at Stomach : -Of the 


T have zothing to ſay: OF this Broth was 
allo ſometimes Emulſions made with the 
Seeds of Citrons, Plantain, blarched Almond. 
an Pearl-Sugar, Mayerues 
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morb' fick Venom was rarified and ſubtilized, 
ſo as to be exhaled quite away alot 
with the viſcid Humours: Sleep alſo was 
induſtriouſſy kept off, although ſometimes, 
through meer Wearineſs, the Patient would 


wn iato a Doze. 


A 8 much Care, beſides that of Sweating 


them, was taken to ſupport the Strength 
and Spirits of the Ufefted, by ſuch Ali- 


ments as the Stomach wa; able to receive; 
for which End I ordered them Bread ſoak- 
ed in Wine, poached Eggs with Fuire of 


allo cordial Waters, Broths, Gellies, and 
tometimes allo generous Wines, 


THE Broths then PTY were made by 


and a little Syfron tied in a Nodule; and 
the Fat was not taken off unleſs in 2 


Uſefulneſs of Gold boiled in theſe Thing 
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Mayerne's celebrated Cordial. water. 


R Radic. Car l; ne 5 vj.  zedoarie, ſcorxoneræ, 
imperator ic, gent iana,  wvincetox. _waleriane, 107 


5 mentille, b. ſtortæ, petaſitid. dictamimi, „ bardana, pim- 
pinclla totius ana 3 iv. fol. cardui, oxytriphyll 
| fcordii, ana M v. ulmariæ, ſcabioſe, 8885 dia- 


bots, melifſe, pentaphyll. menthe, rutæ, bugl; Hes 


z flor calendule, hyperici ana M iv. limones, & 


Aurant. cum corticibus ana numero xx. flor. fal- 
die, roriſm. ana M ij. corda verveciua numero 


vj. corda viper. numero xx. vini generoſi E iſpan, 


lib. xx. infuſione deb. peractd, fiat Diſtillatio 


cauta in B. M. hujus Ag. Doſ. ad cochl. iv. vel 
v. dulcor. (ſi ita viſum) cum ſacchari perl. q. J. 


BUT the Patients were kept from Ali- 
ments of this Kind until ſome Relief was 


| found by Alexipharmicks ,, aud then only fo 


much was allowed of as their Strength would 
admit of, for that was to be helped, and 


not loaded; but as they grew better, more 
was allowed: Yet an Hour or two after 
| ſuch Refreſhment, notwithſtanding the Di- 
ſtemper ſeemed to be extinguiſhed, Alex:- 
3 Prarmicks were repeated, until all Suſpicion 
| of it; Remainder was removed ; becauſe 


ſome- 


* 


— * —. 
r r De: 
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ſometimes it would on a ſudden recruit 


er it had ſeemed to be quite gone. 


T H E Infeted were kept clots in their 


Beds the whole Time of the Diſeaſe ; 


and thoſe who would not be thus governed, 


| bitterly repented of their Obſtinacy; for 
upon Checking a Diaphoreſi is, and Confining 
the peſtilential Venom, moſt grievous Pains 


and Diſorders enſued: And they who were 


delirious, were tied in their Beds, to preveil 


their doing eirther Injury to themſelves, or 


<hole who attended e 


IF a +Erowſineſs came on at the nf 
Attack of the Diſtemper, or in the Be- 
girming to Sweat, the Patient was forcibly 


kept awake; although, when ſome Appear- 


ance came of Recovery, a little Sleep was 
indulged to recruit the Spirits, but not 
beyond four Hours together; for if they 


Nept longer, they were waked to take thei 
Medicines. 


I F the Belly was coſtive, and the Di- 
temper on its Declenſion, Clyſters were uſed 


with Benefit; made of a Decoction with the 


Roots of Scorzonera, Tormentil, and AMarſh- Mal- 
lars; the Leaves of Scor dium, Hcadow ſmett, 
and 
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and Violets : : Flowers of Chamomil and Elder ; 
ſweet Fennil-Seeds, and Arniſeeds ; ; and in it was 
diſſolved the Volk of an Egg, brown Sugar, 
and 3 11]. of Diaſcordium or London Treacle - 
and when more Haſte was required for 
Evacuation, Z j. or 3 j. {s. was added of the 


| Infuſion of Crocus Metallorum. After the 


Clyſter came away, the Patient was allowed : 
a Draught of generous Wine, or of ſome 
Cordial Julap, or Broth, &c. 


AND whereas a Languor upon the Spi- 
kits very much contributed (as before ob- 
ſerved) both to the Propagation aud Vio- 
lence of the Contagion; to remove ſuch an 
Inconvenience, grateful Scents were made 

uſe of, ſuch as are known to comfort the 
Brain; ſometimes Fincgar of Roſes was fprin- 
kled upon live Coals, and at others, were 


| burnt ſuch things as Styrax, Labdanum, 8c, 


of which more hereafter, and all things 
avoided which might give any Ottence to 


the Noſe by its Smell. 


HIT H ERTO © have treated of An- 
tidotes, and the Regimen of our Patients ; 
next we come to external Helps, amongſt 
which Bliſters demand the firſt mention; 
and whoſe frequent and ſucceſsful Appli- 

Cation 


| N 28 | > *..3 4 
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cation removes all Controverſie about their 
VUleſulnets. | 


| P a9 STE R-Plaſters were applied to fe- 


verul Parts; as the Nape of the Neck, 
withi.-fide the Arms, the Thighs, and Legs; 
and by theſe the Velſels were warmed, the 


Juices rendered more fiuid, a Stimulus given 


to the Sluggiſhneſs of Nature, and Paſſage 
made ſufficiently large, for the Evacuation 


not oaly of ſuperfluous Seroſities and noxi- 
ous Humours, but alſo for the peſtilential 


' Poiſon, which by this Artifice ſeemed to 
be turned out this Way; not to y any 


Thing of the Revulfion made hereby of 
V enom from the nobler Parts. 

FOR this Purpoſe, I once ordered a 
Blifter-Plaſter to be applied within-fſide the 


| Thigh, a little below a Buboe in the Groin, 


but by the Careleſneſs of the Nurſe, it was 


laid upon the Buboe it ſelf; which happen- 


ing to prove fortunate, after obtained in_ 


Practice, in Expectation thereby to prevent 


the morbifick Humour from going back again, 
and to forward its Suppuration ; but altho'_ 
this was of Advantage in ſome Caſes, it was 
yet much ſulpeited by the more cautious Phy- 
ficians and Surgeons, as for the moſt Part it 


brou ght 
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brought too great an Inflammation all round 
it, and promoted ra Strangury, which, by 
Exceſs of Uneaſineſs, greatly waſted the 
Spirits, and ſunk the Patiet's Strength. 


THAT theſe Applications may cer- 
tainly anſwer their End, the moſt ſharp 


: ought to be uſed: The following Com po- 

5 ſition never failed me in all my Practice; 
a but before its Application, the Part was 

3 always e with Vincgar. 

al 

5 N Picis navalis z v. galbani . 5 j. cere 


5j {s. quibus ſimul daes G ah igne ſemotic, 
K | adde pulv. cantharidum prap. 3 vi). vel 5; j. fer- 

— menti veteris, ſem. ameos aua 3 lij. euphorbii 3 . 
cum aceti ſcillit. q. ſ. incorporentur, aſſidus agitan- 


do, quoliſque cogantur in Emplaſtri maſſam. 


2 £ THE Parts thus veſicated were never 
5 ſuffered to heal, till the Malignity of the 
Diſeaſe was ſpent; and to prevent their 
my luklain drying up, they were continually 


ſimulated by Melilct Plaſiers ſprinkied over 
with ſome Powder of Cantharides; which 
| kept up a conſtant Drein of noxious Hu- 
mourz; but to aſſwage the great Heat and 
| | pframations, ſometimes occaſioned hereby, 


|. Clc-wort Leaves were appiie ed to them. 
? Y E 5 
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V E. T although abichs did ſo much 
Service to the In ee, and ſufficiently made 
amends tor the Trouble and Pain they gave: 
yet they were not indiiterently ſui able to 
all Perſons; As for Inſtance; where there 

was an Heat of Urin, or a continual Incli- 
nation to piſs, where the Sphincter of the 


Bladder was inflamed, or ulcerated, in an 
Hemorrhage, or to Women with Child, or 


| having the Menſes; and laſtly, where there 
was a great Languer upon the Spirits; it is 
alſo diligently to be conſidered when Epiſp1- 
ſticks are applied to Buboes or Carbuncles 
near upon Suppuration, that they do not 
fuſe the Humours too much, to admit them 
going into a laudible Pas, and give ſuch a 
Stimulus to the Parts, as may fink the Spirits, 
and fruſtrate other Endeavours of Nature 
to help her ſelf; 


” BESIDES Epiſpaicks, i it is not loſt La. 
bour to apply proper Things to the Feet; 


1 commouly uled a Plaſter made of the ND 
pound Zettany Plaſter, adding to it ſome Fr 


pphorbium, Saffron, and London Treacle : And | 
found this to do more Good than Catapiaſm, 
which ſome, however, liked better to ule 
2nd were made of Bryony Root ſteeped in 

| | Vinegay 
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Vinegar, the Fleſh of pickled Herrings, black 
5 =: Rue, Scordium, and Arum, with a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity of Vinegar : 
I Pidgeons were e applied to the Feet. 


Sometimes allo 


BUT theſe, and other Medicines of the 


ſame Rank, were not applied in any Expe- 
tation to draw away by them the peſtilen- 
tial Miaſmata as by Attraction; but becauſe 
the Multitude of Pores, and their Large- 
nels in the Soles of the Feet, gave ſuch 
Things an Opportumty of ſending in that 
warmth, as would keep the Animal Hu- 


| mours more fluxile, and cheriſh the natural 
| Heat that was almoſt extinct; 
| thence the whole Body would be refreſhed 
| by their Influence: 
wile made to the Wriſt with the ſame View. 


aud from 


Applications were lixe- 


AND thus having gone through the cu- 
rative Part of a Peſtileuce in gereral, we now 


come to the Management of particular Sym- 


| IT highly concerns a who are concern- 
ed for the Sick in theſe Caſes, both Phy- 
ſiclans and Surgeons, to attend with Dili- 
| cence to the Nature of theſe 'Tumours, and 
ſeveral Differences ready in their 

Miuds, 


— "> — 
- 
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Minds, that at their firſt Sight they may 


kno'y their Condition, and uſe Means of 


treat'ug them. accordi:.gly. And firſt of all 


it is to be enquired, whether they are 
moveable or fixt? whether {ot or hard? 
wherber depreſſed or prominent? whether 
{mall or great? whether contracted or 


broad? whether with, or without Pain? and | 
laſtly, whether inflamed or not? 


WIIENSO EVE R a Buboe is uncer- 
kai and dodges, ſomet'mes appearing and 
then again going back, all Means is to be 


uſed to fix it; and this is very ſucceſsfully 
done by cupping upon the Glands, which 


will fix a permanent Tumour upon them. 


TO Buboes juſt in their firſt Formation, 
we have indeed applied Diſcutients, and very 
powerful ones too, in Order to diſſipate 
them; and although they have | ſeveral 
Times eadeavoured to ſettle, yet we have 


not deſpaired to conquer the Enemy this 
Way: But we always found it for certain, 
that they who went through ſuch Fluxes 
and Refluxes of the peſtilential Venom, 
never recovered in ſuch a perfect Manner, 


as they whoſe Buboes immediately fixed, 
and aftcr Sappuration threw out a great 
deal of Matter. | N 


Yo 
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IF the Tumour is hard and painful 


dulous Parts, not giving Room enough to 


receive the protruding Humouts, the Part 
affected may be anointed with Oil of Lilies, 


Fuser, Elder, &c. if no Inflammation forbids 


ſuch a Method ; in which Circumſtance all 
Oils and Ointments are to be ſuſpected, as 


they obſtruct the Pores, and are no Ways 
ſuitable to the Nature of the nitro-faline 
peſtilential Venom. When an Inflammation 


therefore is upon any Part, which is eaſie 


to be known by its Heat and Colour, it 
is better to make Uſe of the Mucelages of 


Linſeed and Fenugreek, with Elder Vinegar, and 
London Treacle; or a Cataplaſm of Wheat-Flower, 


Fenugreck and Linſeed, Elder Flowers, white 


Bread Crumbs, the Yolk of Eggs, and Paneer of 


| Saffron. 


THE Tonden PEyſicians at this Time 


ſhared no Trouble nor Application, to ma- 


nage the Buboes rightly ; ſome of the Cata- 


| plalns therefore by them daily uled 1 ſhall 
| htre inert. 


E Capam majuſculam, quam v. a. e. cc. 


ay | | 3 1]; 


| from too great a Tenſion upon the glan- 


um ine ſummit. rutæ deb: exiccat. & ately . 
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net hodo edlem aſatam, cum ul. lini, liliorum 


catap! laſma, applicandum calide, bis de die in- 
mutandum This is alſo good againſt the 


« . - * Fi \ 1 
| ſer⸗ putrila Nenn ſub cineribus Cute effo1 45, alu 
rum bulo:s Numero Vj. claves figlandium ml) 
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3 ij. indantur etiam theriac. Lond. I iv. ferame; 
operculo ſuo obturetur, capa deinde charta bibuld 
involuta ſub cineribus afſetur, cui adde ficun 


alb. ana q. ſ. ſimul macerentur, & conficiatur 


Bites of venomous Creatures. = 
. n 

Or, | 

Be Fol. rute, fcordii contuſ. ana M ß. medull 

earns ficuum 5 j. flor. meliloti p. ß. ſalts marini 5 
: : wb BE | : | | ; : : 11 
pulveriz. 3 i. fe enti veteris Z fie cum ſ. 4. aceti, us 
: 3 | 8 n 
paret un Cutapleſma. 
n 4 


Or, 


Be Rad. liliorum, althææ, cum aceto macerat: 


5 5 : £7 © 3 
ana lib. 8. ſem. lini, fanugræei ana 5 ß. car £ 
— . 0.0 * ; o . * ' 2 | 4 
ficuum 5 iij. confectionis ſinapi, cum theriac. ant 05 
3 f. axunoie fuille q. ſ. F. cataplaſma. Or, a- WW | 
Z till; 
cording to Mayerne, from whom 1 learned 
Pie | 
the Rudiments of Practice. 25 
7 


R FO ait Z ij. meliſſeZ j. pimpinelle Z ). 


tapas majores Numero dus, ad intencrationein, 


uti 
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Fo veroſt. Numero iv. tritis alli bulbis, & clavis; 
Hunde ſuccot, tum adde Capas, in mortario mar- 


moreo cum aceti ſcillit. 9. ſ. agitentur, & co gere 
in Curqplaſmatis conſi Nentiam. 


BUT the Hard: neſs, pricking Pain, and 
| intenſe Heat of the Tumour continuing, 
| Medicines were uſed to di! fſolve ſuch Hard- 


neſs, and aſſwage the Pain and Heat: As, 


R Rad. liliorum alh. = ij. porrorum, medullæ 
carnis ficuum ana 3 j. fem. lini 3 ſs. flor. Sambuci, 


in ſ. q. lactis, addendo ſuv finem ol. roſ. liliorum 
lb. vel ſambuc ana 9. ſ. ut F. Cataplaſma. 


Or, 
it: WE ; En Wy a CE on el oo 
| R Fol. Scabioſe, acetoſæ ana M ij. charta bi- 
1 IF . V bg 4 TH Fes 
| bald involut. & cineribus ſcintillantibus ſubdita,, 
: um, quibus adde fermenti veteris 3 ij. ſalis tans 
1 tillum, agitentur probe tn morFario CUM - 7. Axumn- 
ned i 


Cie ſuile, ad wſum prememoratum. But that J 


i cular Forms of this Kind, any neceſſary Va- 
riations are left to the Diſcretion of every 


he.) | . 5 * „ | 
Phyſician in his own Practice. 


Alll- 


* 


O 2 WE 


meliloti ana p. f. micarum pants alb. lib. Is. ccq. 


may not be too tedious in reciting parti- 


q 
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WE do not wait for the Suppuration of 
a Buboe until it breaks of it ſelf, when 
the Pain and other Symptoms continue very 
ſevere without Remiſſion; beſides, there 
would in doing ſo be Danger of waſting 
the Spirits too much, and letting the mor- 
bifick Matter retreat, beſides the Smaluels 
of the Orifice, which when they open them- 
ſelves, is ſeldom large enough to give due 


Vent; we therefore open them by Inciſion, { 
or to prevent Mortification, by a potential 1 1 
| Cautery ;, and for the ſame Purpoſe it hath MW _ 
alſo been many Times found reaſonable to MW ii 
mix the milder Cauſticks with Digeſtives MW 7 


YET although common Experience at- W 1 
teſts to the Advantage of Cataplaſms, as W <£ 
they wonderfully cheriſh the languid and a; 
almoſt extinguiſhed natural Heat, ſupple | pen 
the neighbouring Parts, relax the Skin, and an 
contemper and aſſwage ſharp Humours; MW be 
yet, I fay, becauſe their frequent Repet 
tion is ſometimes on many Accounts in. 1 

convenient and diſagreeable, I uſed to ſub i U. 

ſtitute the following Cerate in their Room. 


| BZ Emp. O vycrocei 3 11. calb ani colat Cum. Ci 
rannæ ana 3 j. picis navalis J ij. 6 liquatis for 
| i 
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cum ol. chamemeli, & liliorum, v. a. e. F. maſſa 


pro empl. And J am bold enough to affirm, 


| that with this I have prevented the Want 
| of a Surgeon in more than a thoviand In- 
ſtances: But when a Buboe is artificially 
opened, it is the moſt proper to do it in 


ſome depending Part of the Tumour ; tak- 
ing Care not to wound the larger Veſſels 
and Muſcles. 


B I whether a Buboe breaks of it 


ſelf, or is opened by Inciſion, it is to be 


wathed and cleamed with a Lixivium of 


in 1 a is "If ſolved 1 e abs 


Treacle: And the following z Mixture I have 


found very good for this Purpole, conſiſt- 
I ing of Birthwort - Root, Myrrh, Aloes, and 


Saffron, infuled in Spirit of Wine, and to the 
ſtrained Tincture, adding a little Oi! of Tur- 


, pentine. Furthermore, to promote Digeſtion, 
and prevent Putrefattion, the following may 
N be applied: 


2 Mellis roſe. Zi i. terebinth. cum vel vi 725 


. cum ol. ha? & e ana 4. i Coge 10 
: ut aplaſmatis conſiftent iam. 


O 3 05 


2 = + — thn 


. WF 4 - 4 * 
. n — - 
—— f Nm — , 


— 
— — 


* — — 


re» 5 S 2 


— 


8 . — — 
* To OA Tipe Ar 
. 


— 
— gy" "I 
_— — FE, ant. 

- 


— — 
” 
">, $4 


—ͤ— 


foul; as alſo that to appeaſe the Enormity 


ſoon fl up the loſt Subſtance: 
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: Or 2 


BY Ung. baſilic. p. duas, linimenti Arcei p. 
Tertiam, ol. tercbinth. 3 Is. M. S. But here it 
is to be obſerved, that Detergents are by 
no Means to be uſed, unleſs the Ulcer is 


of Pain and Inflammation, by Opiates and 
Repellers, is a moſt pernicious Practice, be- 
caule 1t drives back the Venom upon the 
nobler Parts; and allo by their frequent 
Continuation, is a Sphacelation endangered 
upon the Extremities. 


T HESE Uicwn are ewig by ro 
Means to be healed up until they are 
well cleanſed, and all the peſtilential Sym- 
ptoms quite diſappear. But here I cannot 
but remark, that theſe Ulcers do heal much 


eaſter thau any other when the Venom is | 
fully conquered : And in the Cure, it chietly 
concerns the Surgeon to prevent the Lips : 
growing callous, becauſe ſometimes that | 
Error is not eaſily again remedied ; when 
the Ulcer is well cleanſed, the ordinary : 
Sarcoticks uſed in the common Method will f 


To, pre- 


vent 
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vent Repetition, the Parotides are to be 


treated after the ſame Manuer as Buboes. 


AF TER this traufient V iew, our Me- ö 
thod now brings us to the Cure of Car- 
buncles; ſince therefore theſe Eruptions 


have their Riſe from a peſtilential Lixivinm, 
thrown upon ſeveral Parts of the Body, 
and there burning them into an Eſchar, the 
Buſineſs of a Surgeon herein. is directed to 


three main Intentions. 


1. THAT the Carbuncle does not ſpread 
too far, like a Gangrene, knowing no Bounds. 


2. TO bring it as ſoon as poſſible to a 
Separation 2 9s, 


3. 10 cure it as carefully as it can be 


done. 


FOR the firſt Intention, ſuch Remedies 
are ſuited which give a Reſtriction to the 
Part, ſo that the venomous Particles can- 


not ſpread; and ſuch alſo as aſſwage the 
diſtempered Heat, and cheriſh and preſerve 


that which is natural. 


Oc BUT 


— — — — 
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BUI the Cure of a Carbuncle is varied 
by its Nature, Progreſs, and Situation ; and 
is accordingly to be treated ſometimes with 
more, and at others with leſs Severity. In 


this Caſe Benefit is ſometimes received from 


a” Cataplaſm with roaſted Garlick, Soot, Lon- 


don Treacle, and Oil of Turpentine; Or, 


BY Fermenti vetiris Z ſs. allii aſſati J ij. ter 
coris columbini 3 j. confec. Sinapi 3 v. euphorbi 


3 ij. cum ſ. q. ſaponis nigri F. Cataplaſma. But 


it is to be obſerved, that in the Applica- 
tion of theſe Cataplaſms, which are very 
ſharp, the utmoſt Caution muſt be uſed, 
that a Pain is not aggravated thereby be- 


vond the Patient's power to bear ; that the 
Humours be not colliquated, and thrown 


upon weaker Parts; and that an iynmoveable 
Eſchar be not made thereby. 


WHEN the Eſchar does not fall off 
nor any Signs of. Separation appear, Un- 
guents and Oils are not to be blamed; but 
1f the Carbuucle ſpreads further, it will be 
n*-effary to have Recourſe to more effectul 
Means; in which Caſe neither the Tenger- 
neſs of Sex or Age is to be regarded 
Jometimes the peſtilential Venom is to be 
3 5 
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F drawn out by Cupping, or Scarrification, 
_F© Epiſpaſticks : Sometimes alſo for the ſame 
F Purpoſe is applied the bare Rump of a 
| Fowl, repeated until theſe Creatures appear 


not to be hurt hy it; for this natural 
Warmth ſooths the vital Heat of the Part 
it is apphed to, and entices away the 


morbifi-kVenom through the Pores : ; Pidgeons 


uſed alive, and warm Sheeps Lights, have 
likewiſe been obſerved thus to aſſwage the 
Acrimony of this peſtilential Virulence. 


THE Eſchar is ſometimes got off by 


Burning, and ſometimes by Inciſion; I never 
indeed found any thing more effectual than 
the actual Cautery and in this Practice of 


ours we differ not from the celebrated Con- 


| coregius, Who tells us, pag. 39. that in his 


Time they were wont to burn the Carbuncle 


with a red hot Iron. There are very con- 
vement Inſtruments amongſt the Surgeons 


for this Operation, which they call the 
Button, being ſo ſhaped ; but they are of 


little Service, except the Burning extends 


to the Compaſs of the Eruption; and the 


Iron is by no means to be taken away, until 


the Patient is ſenſible of it; bat to get off 


the Eſc har, the middle Part muſt be burnt 
leepe 


iS MONGST 


ä — — — a 111 — . 


1 ſhall mention but a few that are received 
from hence the Parts affected are end 


are more aſtringed; hence the fubtil 24. 


ned; and, not to ule many Words, the pe. 


Burning, no otherwiſe than the Bites of 
poiſonous Creatures are cured after the {ame 


AS for what is done by the Knife, the 
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AMONGST many other kirken 

from the actual Cautery in theſe Caſes ; fo 

more firm and ſtrong; hence the Veſſe! 


aſmata are rarified and evaporated ; hen 
the Poiſon 1s corretted and dried up; and 
laſtly, hence the languiſhing Heat is quick 


Kilential Venom ſeems to be deſtroyed by 
Manner. 


Infected are certainly as much benefitted 
by it, as by the actual Cautery; eſpecially 
if the Inciſion be made deep, and goes to 
che Root at the Centre; for by this my 
be made a very expeditious Elevation and 
Separation of the Eſchar; and this Means 
is more particularly to be uſed where a 
Bangreen is threatned : but in doing it, 
zreat Care muſt be taken, as before hinted, 
that there is not made any Effuſio.1 of Blood 
by cutting the larger Veſſels, eſpecial!) 


che Arteries. 
BU! 
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BUT when this Separation is once fi- 
F piſhed, whether it be by a Kiafe, or by 


5 Burning, or of its own Accord; the next 
1 
ming is to peal it off; and this is frequent- 
g ly aſſiſted by moiſtening it with new Butter, 
„oil of Elder, or Oil of Lilie. The Eſchar 
: is likewiſe to be looſened gradually, and 
ls | 


not too haftily; that is, a kind of Matu- 
| ration is to be waited for. After the Car- 
. buncle is fallen off, Care muſt be taken to 
| | cleanſe away the Sordes upon it, and promote 
be Digeſtion by the Uſe of ſuitable Applica- 
of | cations 3 and every thing elſe carefully ma- 
naged, as before directed in the Cure of 
| Buboes. j 


| LASTLY, Incaraing is graduatly to be 
ellected, and the Ulcer lowly healed over; 


7 | for by being too haſtily cloſed, it is not un- 
common to find ſome peſtilential Maſmata 
= lurking behind, which afterwards prove miſe 
4 chievous, and often fatal, as may eaſily be 


1 | gathered from a preceding Hiſtory, and ma- 
ei others not here mentioned. 2 

it, L | FORD oy h | | Ph N | 
tel. B VT becauſe ſometimes the Parts where 
eh | 

4 | Carbuncles ariſe, cannot be cleanſed conve- 
mently from the morbid Humcutrs, whence | 
tue Cure proves flow, or cannot be citected 
I | at 


ally 


at all, the circumjacent Parts at firſt ſhould 


aſtringe the Laxity upon thoſe Parts, kery 


limpidi lib. ij. adde ſpir. vini opt. lib. fs. diſſole 


Fection, wherein to prevent prolixity, 
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be guarded by Defenſatives, which would 


the Paſſages clear, and give Room for the 
due Motions of the juices and Spirits, 
while at the ſame time they prevent the 
Exhalation of the natural Heat; But ff 
zotwithſtanding the utmoſt Care, Spha. 
celation comes on, immediate Recourſe is to 
be had to Embrocation, with the following, 


Be Cinerum abſynthii, ſcordii, cardui, centauri 
min. ana 3 ij. e quibus paretur lixivium, indends 


or. chamemeli, ſambuci, meliloti ana M j. Uiguori 
theriac. Lond. 5 ij. M. S. pro fotu p. Afectæ bis at 
die, quam calad:ſſime, exin Cataplaſma conficiau 


e theriac. Lond. cum Elix. proprietatis. 


| LAS TL, To put an End to this 


have ſtudiouſly avoided all Points of Co | e 
Controveriv; I cannot altogether omit the t. 


Mention of thoſe skilful and faithful Sur MW t. 
geons, with due Honour, whoſe Task in Je 
this raging Calamity was very hard and F: 
dangerous, how they had the Care of a 4 y 
eftilential Tumours and Ulcers, &c. But L 
although ſome of theſe fell themſelves ii . 
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FM Diſcharge of their Duty to others, 
1 yet the Survivors went on chearfully 
in their Buſineſs; and they who lived 
through the whole, owed a great deal to a 
Conſtancy of Mind, as well as to the con- 
| ſeryatory Power of Providence, | 


SECTION VIL 


| Of Preſervation from a Peſtilente. 


"YT is manifeſtly much more adviſeable 
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1 to keep off the Iivafion of a Peſtilence, 
) than to ſtand its violent and fatal Shocks ; 
and Self-Preſervation, as well as the Exam- 
| ple of all other wiſe People, admoniihes 
| us to uſe all poſſible Endeavours to keep 
it from us, and guard our ſelves againſt it 
| while at a Diſtance. This Part therefore 
concerning our Preſervation from a Peſti- 
leuce, regards both the Duty of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and the Care of every Individual; 
that is to ſay; it is the Magiſtrate's Duty, 


that when the Nature and peculiar Quali- 


dies of this Diſeaſe are known, and reported 
by Phyſicians, ſuch Laws ſhould be pro- 
© vided, as might beſt conduce to prevent 
ite Spreading, if not to its uwiter Extirpa- 


FIRST 


O79 SES — 
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l 2066 Of Preſervation f 
bl C 5 
0 FIRST of all therefore, they ought u 
"8 be deemed as a kind of Traitors, why | ſuc 
\ | frighten the credulous Populace with the i | 
Is Apprchenſions of an approachiug Plague, by | 5 
idle and groundleſs Reports and Predictions; ih 
for the Propagation of the late Sickneſs was mi 
| too notoriouſly aſſiſted by this Meaus, to bel 
lj want any Arguments to prove it. | ay 
| | 
it THE timely Separation alſo of the 5 
| infe&ted from the well, is abſolutely neceſſi. i F 
ry to be done; becaule the moſt ſure Way 2 
of ſpreading it is letting the fick an! F 
weil converie together. Publick "Funerals 1 
dught to be forbid, as alſo all kinds of . 
Meetings, and frequent Intercourſes of ſe— 10 
veral Perſons together: An Lijun&ion alſo E 
ot Quarentine from infected Places, accord- | = 
ing to the Cuſtom of Trading Nations, 18 1 
by any Means not to be omitted, and care- Y 45 
jelly to be executed. ot 
| 3 
i At T HOU G II it is looked upon a8 A 
| almoſt imyoſfible by the moſt artful Con- 4 


trivances, and the moſt prudent Councils, 
to avoid the Influence of a common Cauſe; 
yet the Call of Nature, and the Laws of 


Self. preſervation, demand our utmoſt Dili— 
gence 


1 gence and Labour, both in publick and 


ach a ſubtile and cruel Deſtroyer. And 
0 Ii was certainly to this purpoſe a wiſe Con- 
E trivance of the Magiftrates, to conſtitute 
i two in every Pariſh daily to viſit every Fa- 
"4 


” any Infection. 
ne BUT both the Ancients and Moderns 
. | have taken the utmoſt Pains in contriving 
co purge the Air, on a Suppolition that, 
n in a peſtileatial Contagion, that 18 ſubſtantially 
x infected: But as the Air, as before demon- 
* Efrated, is only the Lodgment or Vehicle 
3 to the peſtilential Miaſinata, which are 
x every Way agitated in it, it does not ſeem ſo 
oY much to want Depuration on its own Account, 
d- 
ss that poiſonous Mixture which is joined 
2 with it. Indeed the peſtilential Particles 
15 reſiling in the Poroſities of the Air, may 
often, without any Change of Figure, for 
S Want of due Agitation, remain and ſtagnate 
. it a long Time, ſo as to be drawn in 
1s # the Lungs in I-ſpiration, and hence 
&; pom the intimate Mixture and Confuſion 
if L it were of both, a Suſpicion may be 


Ftertained of the Taint coming from à 
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3 priyate, to prevent the Encroachment of 


F, * „r 
4x 
* " af . hn 
—— — —— — — — 


Emily, and be ſatisfied whether every one 
| belonging thereunto was well and free from 


or- 


— 


—— — ew - 


——ůͤ — —— ——— I ˙ — 
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Corruption of Air; but of this we hay 
{aid enough already; and as how ſoever this 
Matter 1s, a Purgation of the Air is by 


common Coafent called for on all Sides in 


theſe Caſes; we ſhall conſider this Matter, 
chiefly in theſe two Reſpects. 


FIRST, That the peſtilential Semimium 


be diſloiged; and to this Purpoſe contri- 
bute brick Winds, efpecially from the North, 
and the frequent Exploſions of great-Guns, 


in the Morning and Evening chiefly ; be- 


cauite fuch Concuſſions agitate the poiſon- 


ous Miſmata, and not only help to diſſipate 


them, but to change and alter them in 


thoſe particular Configurations whereby 
they become ſo noxious; and it hath been 
atteſted by Experience, that an intimate 
Combination of Nitre and Sulphur greatly 
alters the ſaline Qualities of the peſtiler- 
tial Taint. 3 


SECONDLY, The utmoſt Diligence is 


to be uſed to prevent the peſtilential Par- 


ticles from taking Effect; which is ſuccel- 
fully done by proper Fumigations. H- 


pocrates, the Oracle in Phyſick, hath leit 


it to Poſterity, to kindle Fires in the pub- 


lick Streets; and theſe ſometimes I com | 


celee 
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E ceive may do good; but not as ſome will 
1 have it, by abſorbing the peſtiferous Hu- 
3 midities, but by diffuſing on all Sides 4 
| great deal of Nitre, which gives a conſide- 


rable Change to the venomous Miaſmata; 


| 1 judge it beſt therefore that ſuch Fires 


ſhould be made of reſinous Woods, which 


; throw out a clear and unctious Smell, ſuch 
as Juniper, Fir, Oak, Aſh, Elm, Cheſuut, &c. 
but by no Means Coals, which exhale 7 
an impure, fetid, and ſuffocating Sulphur, 


| BY the Care of the Magiſtrate alſo the 
Streets, Sinks, and Cauals, ſhould daily be 
cleared of all Filth; becauſe Stench and 
Noaſtineſs are juſtly reckoned the Enter- 
b taners of Infetion, and we find the Air 
to be corrupted frequently from noiſome 
Smells; ſo that the peſtilential Venom can- 
not but receive additional Strength from 
f ſuch Means. 


| BUT to be yet more particular about 
| theſe Fumigations, both to mend the Air, 
: aud refreſh the Houles that have been in- 
| felted, they muſt be compoſed of ſuch 
Things as raiſe and comfort the Spirits 


that were languiſhing, with their grateful 


wy— 


rlayours; for refreſhing Smells are a kind 


3 21 


P —— — _— 
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of natural Pabulum to the animal Spirits, 
or they ſhou'd be of ſuch Subſtances 23 


by their gummy Viſcidity entangle and 


cover the venomous Sicula, ſo that they 
cannot act; or, laſtly, of ſuch Things a 
breath out ſuch nitrous Steams, which wil 


either preſerve our Bodies from receiving 
impurities, or change the Nature of the 
inlectious Particles, 


I do not indeed deny, but ſome ungrate. 
ful Smells may be ſometimes more couve- 
nient than ſweet ones, as they fix thoſe 


Spirits which would otherwiſe exhale; 


and a copious Efflux of ſaline Particles wil 


often keep them from Iifection and Injury, 


But to reduce theſe into Claſſes. 


The Simples of the firſt Claſs are Mut, 
Civet, Amemum, Lavender, Reſemary,. Rijes, 
Angelica, Marjoram, Cloves, Rhodium Woid, 


Ales Wed, &c. Of the ſecond, Frankinceiſe 


Benjamin, Stora, Bdellium, Labdanum, Titci, 
Sag abenum, Myrrh, &c. Of the third Claſs 
Sulphur and Titre, more of which hereatiter. 


BUT further, that all the Means of 
propagating the Plague may be removed, 
it 1s very wiſely ordered by the Magiſtii 

5 bo 
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cy, to kill all Dogs, Cats, and other do- 
meſtick Brutes, leſt theſe Creatures in their 
Pailage from one Place to. another ſhould 


carry along wich them the peſtilential In- 
fecklon. 


VET although both the Makers and 
Executors of the Laws were very diligent 
in their Duty during the late Sickneſs, 
the Contagion notwithſtanding ſpread ; when 
therefore all the Care and Skill of the 


1 Magiſtrate could avail nothing in ſtopping 
Ye the common Deſtroyer, the utmoſt Appli- 
a catio1 was made to preſerve the Indivi- 
vl duals under its Viſitation : For which Pur- 
* poſe, firſt of all were removed all Means 
of rendering our Bodies more ſubject to 
RF take the Infection, and the beſt Care taken 
1 to forcie the Conſtitution againſt its At- 
op tacks, and to ſupport it under its Tyranny. 
ty Ee 
"ſe I know not indeed a greater Negleck 
4 than ia not keeping the Body clean, and 
labs keeping at -a Diſtance every Thing ſuper 
ter. fluous or offenſive; and during the peſti- 
lential Conſtitution nothing was worſe than 
- 0 | Evacuations of all Kinds: But if a Fles 
= bora required Phlebotomy, the Blood ſhould 
: [1 


* taken away by a {mall Orifice, in but 
: P 2 | kitle 


Body muſt be kept tranſpirable; the Tone 
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little Quantity, and at ſeveral Times: A 


Perſon loaded with bad Humours, ſhould 


be diſcharged of them, if poſſible, imme- 
diately; if they glut the Stomach, and 


firſt Paſſages, they ought to be thrown. 


off by Vomiting, Drinking in the Operation 


good Quantities of Poſſet-Drink, in which 
hath been boiled the Leaves of Car diu 
and Scordium; aud alſo the Bowels ſhould 


be cleanſed, to which e the following 
is uſeful: 


Salis Tart. 9 ij. E Solutio in ſpir. vini opt. 3 ij. 
tum adde guttæ gambi Div. peract a Faure, eva- 
poretur ſpir. tum adde colocynth. cum urina Prep”. 
D ij. ſcammaii, Sulphurati 9 j. Aloes, roſate 3 ij. 
trcchiſc. de rhabarb. rec. I iv. gum. ammoniaci 
in aceto, ſcil. ſoluti 3 j. ſalis abſynthii, cardui ana 
j. ol. carui gutt. vij. cum ſ. q. Syr. de rhamno F. 
maſſa, inde pilule min. formentur, Doſ. ad 9 jj. 
And thus to throw off thoſe Humour 


which join with and aggravate the peſti- 
lential Venom, very much prevents the 
Want of Antidotes afterwards. 


CARE muſt be taken that there be 


no Suppreſſion of Urine ; the No:-naturals 


muſt be uſed with great Regularity ; the 


of 
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F of the Viſcera ſtrengthened , Faſting avoided; 
Choice made of a good Diet, ſuch as will 
yield good Nouriſhment, make but little 
Excrement, and be eaſy of Digeſtion; to 
which ſeveral Pickles and Sauces are to be 
recommended; as Juice of Sorrel, Lemons, 
Oranges, Pomegranates, Barberries, &c. and at 


| every Meal Sack is to be allowed, whole 
| Vertues we ſhall hereafter have Occaſion 
to ſpeak of; and Care ſhould be taken 
: no: to be Abroad in the Evening. 

. AND ta expreſs all in a few Words, 
all the animal Fluids muſt be kept in a 
_ natural State, in an Equality of Motion, 
: and an equable Degree ef Mixture and 
9 Fluxility; they muſt not be put at any 
„ dordinate Hurries, nor be too much rari- 
f. fed or exalted; nor muſt they be ſuffered 
i, do grow vapid and languid, for Want of 
10 Depuration, and a Retention of excremen- 


titious Particles. But a proper Regimen is 
better to be had from other Writers, we 
therefore haſten to proper Antidotes. 


3 | Ar 
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An e Electuary of Mayerne, 


B Juglendium: virid. lib. ij. ſieving, prunorun; 


ana lib. j. macerentur in aceto, & pulpa trajici- 


atur, cui adde pulv. ſubtil fſ. rutæ, lib. IS. viperine 


Virgiaiaue 3 j. fe. rad. contrayerva 3 ij. peta. 
ſirid. zedoarie, ana 5 ij. Is. ſacchari perlati lib. j. 
Sr e ſucco Kermes 3 J. Syr. calendule, caryophyl. 
ana q. I. ut F. Flect. molie, addendo fol. Auri 40. 


Dof. ad quantitatem nucis Jugland. maj; mane, G 


wenn 
A Eleituary for the Poor. 


Conſerv. lajulæ, galcgs ana lib. fs. calendule 
lib. j. Theriac. Londin. 3 ii}. boli men. viltriol. 


3 iv. cum Hr. limonum 9. a eee ent Elcet. Doſ. 


85 3 jj. vel ij. 


An Antipeſtilential Confectiun. 


Be Radic. ſcorxon. H. ſpan. pctaſetid. contrayer- 
24 ana Z ij. helcn:i, tormentillæ ana 5 Is. angelice, 
Ls: mai. ana 3 j. IS. bacc. Junip. prep. lib. 


1s. ſummit. rutæ P- x, ſem. cardui, citri ana 3 ij. 
. frep. affunde p. duas aceti ſambuc. & tertiam 
ſpar. vini oft. infuſione peract. i & expreſſione, liquor 


tone lento evaporetur ſerè ad mellaginem : extralti 


lib. j. adde theriac. Londin. 3 ij. 18. boli arm. terte 


fig 


WS 
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ſgillatæ ana Z J. flor. fulphuris 5 v. ſucci Kermes Z ij. 


conſerv. lujule lib. j. cum ſyr. Iimon. g. ſ. F. Flect. 


molle, Doſ. ad guantit. pati cis myriftice. mai. Fry 


vel. ſapius de die. 5 
Antipeflilential Pills. 
B Extract. rad. helenii, angelice, contraycrva 


ma f j. adde extratt. alb. glycyrrh. 3 2}. flor. 
ſulp'. ad qu at uor allem vices ſublim. 5 ij. C. C. phi- 


0 0. CALC- N. Tr citri pulveriz. ana 3 j. 18. Jalts 
Cord. i, abſyath. ana 9 i). cum ſi q. picis liquide F. 


maſſa | 70 Pilulis, Def. ad 5 18. 7 vel 2 jj. mane, C> 
hora ſomni. | 


Antipeſtilential Elixir Proprietatis. 


R Croci Angl. opt. 3 Is. extrah. tinci us am cis 


aq. ul marie, ſeavicſe, cardui;, vel mel je . 4. 
addilis fÞir. ſulpharis aliquot guts ad levinſcu- 
lum aciditatem liquor per chartam emporeticam 
watur, in colatura ad lentum B. calorem diſſolve 
Aloe s pellucid e veſic 3 iv. per ſataccum lin- 
tun baud ita rarum trajiciatur liquor; deinde F. 


condenſatio ad eundem calorem, acquiſita pilular us 
| moliuculgrum con ſiſtentia, adde myrrhe puriſſine 
3j. flor. vel magiſterii precipit. Benzoin 5 11. 
alis C. C. 3 ij. cum Hr. ſambuc. q J. F. maſſa unt 
4 pul fermentur, Dof. ad d ij. 


PP 4 Teens 
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Lozenges againſt the Plague. 


R Extract. rad. angelice, & contrayerva Z 


extr. alb. liquiritie 3 1). flor. ſulphuris myrrhat 


h. e. cum myrrha ſublim. 5 v. ol. cinnam. gutt. vii, 
ſaccharum cryſtallin. ad duplum omnium pondus, cum 
mucilag. gum. tragacanth. ag. ſcordii Parat. 4 l. 
F. Tabelle PEW ſubli ing. 


8 O M E uſed every Morning to ſwalloy 


a Clove or two of Garlick; and many eat 
unripe Walnuts pickled. The following 


Draught was of admirable Service : 


R Ag. roſar. rubr. camphorate J ij. aceti oft 


3 j. in quibus diſſolve hol. arm. opt. I ij. adde ſy: 
fcabioſæ ſimpl. 3 1). M. S. F. hauſtus. 


SOME old Nurſes, as themſelves hae 
informed me, for an Antidote gave human 
Excrements; but for the Efficacy of this 
Secret, I have nothing to ſay. Some found 
Benefit by drinking of Urine ; but mauy who 


have thought themſelves by theſe Mes 
fo well fortified, would venture themſelve 


too inadver tently into Danger, without any 
neceſſury Occaſi ion, to the ns Hazard 0 
their Lives. 


10 


* 
Y ” 
Il 
= 
= 
* 
= 
* 
1 
Y 1 
7; 
"rg 
2 
E 
3 
2 
3 + 
bs > 


t. 
. 


1478 
man 
this 
Jud 
who 
Leans 
elves 
Carl 


d ol 


3UI 


the late fatal Times, both the infected and 
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BU T in theſe precautionary biregions, 
it is to be particularly advertiſed, that 
Aſtringents of any Kind whatſoever, as Bole, 


: ſealed Earth, Lemnian Earth, Coral, &c. are 


not to be given to Maidens, and Women 
in their monthly Courſes, for Fear they 
ſhould occaſion Obſtructions, and other bad 
Diſorders : Thoſe Remedies allo are as 
much to be blamed which force this Eva- 
cuation by thinning the Blood too much, 
and irritating the Uterine Veſſels: Aud 
laſtly, in the Preſervation as well as the 
Cure, the Seaſons of the Vear, Sex, Conſti- 
tution, Age, Cc. are N to be attend- 
ed to. 


BUT before 1 proceed further, Grati- 
tude obliges me to do Juſtice to 1 Ver- 
tues of Sack, as it deſervedly is ranked a- 
mongſt the principal Antidotes, whether 
it be drank by it ſelf, or impregnated with 
Wormmwood, Angelica, &c. for I have never 
yet met with any Thing ſo agreeable to 
the Nerves and Spirits in all my Experience, 
That which is beſt is middle-aged, reat, 
ire, bright, racy, and of a Walnut Fla- 
your; and it is certainly true, that during 


the | 
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the well found vaſt Benefit from it, wilef, 


850 W io uſed it too iutemperately ; m Mi 


led medicated it with various Alexizhe: ö 


Avg . 722pl eg. 


I T remains thot we now ſay fomewhat 


concerning the Uſe of 7'bacrs, whoſe Ver- 
tues for this Purpoſe are extreamly cried 
up by Diemcbrooeck, and ſome others; but 
whether we regard the narcotick Quality 


of this American Henbane z or the poiſonous 


Oil which exhales from it in Smoaking ; 
or that prodigious Diſcharge of Spittle 


which it occaſions, and which Nature wants 
for many other important Occaſions ; or, 
laſtly, the Exerciſe it gives to the Ls 
in drawing it ; beſides the Aptitude of the 
peſtilential Poiſon to be taken down along 


with it, and the Irkſomeneſs of its Sceit; 
| muſt conſeſs my ſelf at Vncertaint'ies 
about it ; though as to my ſelf, I am its 
profeſſed Enemy, and was accuſtomed 


ſupply its Place as an Antidote with Sack. 


WE now then come to external Reme- 
dies, amongſt which Amulets, and Characters, 


demand the firſt Notice: It muſt indeed 
be granted, that it is no new Cuſtom or 


Contrivance to hang theſe Charms, made 
various 


Y 
- 
* 


vo „ des, 
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[ various Ways, about many Parts of the Body, 
but what Vertues theſe Things have, is 


2 worth ſome Enquiry; 
1 


5 1 eine with many, that Na- 


: ture, or the Soul of the World, hath im- 


| preſſed upon ſome certain Podies a very 


| diffuſive magnetick Vertue ; whereupon ſome _ 


| Adepts have aſcribed to many of thele 


| Bodies a Faculty of expelling. Poſlons. 
| Others conceit, that both artificial and na- 
| tural Poiſons do, by a certain Sy mpathy, 
| when outwardly applied, draw away every 
ö Thing that is detrimental to the Confti- 
| tution; after the Manner as Amber attracks 

| Straws, and (as they repor- of the Snakes 
| fore) imbibe its Venom: Some others again 
| coutrive Amulets of Spices, to invigorate 
| Nature, and ſupport her againſt the Enemy. 


Ithink it proper to give my Opinion of 
| this Matter; with Submiſſion therefore ta 
| thoſe great Men, I cannot eaſi y come into 
a Belief of any Advantages to be had frora 
| this Practice; for moſt of the Efforts alcrj- 
bed to them, is rather from the Power of 
Imagination, or owing to ſome maniteſt Pro- 
; perty, Furthermore, it hath religiouſly ob- 
| ined amongſt many People, that Diſeaſes 


are 


_— * 
- © Wc U — — 


* 
" 
14 


_ — 


11.88 


ſpected, that this Practice hath been altog. 
ther owing to Jagglers, and Perſons addi 
to infernal Arts; for what medicinal Virtue 
can there be in a Figure? It ſeems to me, 
8 chat becauſe the Sacred Myſteries of our Af * 


a Plague, and other grievous Diſeaſes, aud 


which to them ſeemed to be the Parent of 
all others; others again expected great 


1 was thus incloſed, thinking that the 
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are to be driven away by painting Charafers 
upon the Body; but it is ſtrongly to be ſu. 


+] 
were anc cient! y deſcribed by Hieroglypiicls 
the Populace, who were ignorant of their Vi; 
Tafications, miſtook them for Charms azai.f 


they propagated their Deluſion down to Po- 


TU F« 
| vi 
THERE are innumerab'e Preparatios WF 5 
of theſe Charms or Amulets to be met with 2 
in the Writings of ſeveral Phyſicians; but Bp x 
i ſhall take it to have ſufficiently diſcharg- WW D 
ed my Duty here, to mention thoſe only g 
which were uſed by our own Country Peo- WF . 
ple; the principal o“ which was a Valut : 


filled with Mercury; for it is certain that 
many did promiſe to themſelves Se. 
curity from the Digmty of this Meta, 


Matters Fm its Volatility, notwithſtanding 


zatural Heat of the Boly would draw ſuck 
Ver- 
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© Vertues, as would ſecure them from the 
5 mr But much the greater Number 


were ſupplied with arſenical Anulets, from 


1 Eapiricks and Mountebanks; theſe were 
compounded of Arjenick alone, with Wax; 
or had many other Things added there- 
| unto, appropriated to the Diſeaſe. One 
of the chief Forms of this Kind 18 5 
following: | 


R Diclamni cret. pulv. 9 vij. pul v. ſinapi 3 18. 


| Benzoin. 3 ij. Arſenic? deri 3 11). ol. cinmam. gutt. 
| vi). ceræ opt. 3 v. cum mucilag. gum. travacauth, 
| N aceto roſac. parat. F. paſta, a placentæ multifor= 
ms depfitice parentur, ad pondus 3 ij. vel 1 11 j. cor 
F dis regiont admovende, linteo ſerico prins involute. 
For it commonly prevailed amongit the 


Populace, that Arjenick, by lome magnetick 


| Vertue, draws away all Poiſon, efpecially 
| that of a Peſtilence. The wearing alſo of 
a dried Toad was a mighty Secret with 
5 ſome. | 


BUT to give my Thoughts concerning 


the good or bad Effects of theſe appended. 


Remedies, I do not remember any one who 
bad their Expedtations anſwered thereby; 
b ut many confiding too much in. them, 


ala 
deglekted other more neceſſary Means of 


| Pre- 


— — 
- — — — 
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great Lazard of their Lives by weariig 


met with in an elderly Lawyer, who upon 
wear'ug an Arle..cal Amulet upon his Brea, 


If any one hath a Mind for two IIſues, let 


Preſeryation, ad brought themſelves int 


them; a rema, kable Iiiftance of which | 


had a peſtileutial Carduncle rife under it, 


the third Day after which he died. In 0 
ſome others large Veſications appeared, f 
not from auy Venom drawn out, but from * 


the Cauſtick Quality of the Charm it (elf, W “ 
and the Communication of its own Poison 


to the Part: What Madneſs was if, in 


ſuch a terrible Calamity, to put the Hz ud | t 


of Life Ron ſuch idle and ridiculous i.x- ; 
| periments! 5 | ; t 


BUT to paſs over ſuch Baubles, and pro- 
ceed to Means that are conformable to N | 
Reaſon, and the Rules of Medicine, Iſs IM 


are not to be forgot; for by theſe all kind | 
of Impurities are allowed to flow out along 
with the peſtilential Poiſon, as through n 
open and ready Paſſage; and the more of i 


theſe little Ulcers are made, the better, a- 
though their Largeneſs may anſwer as well 
as more in Number; that is, if they are big 
enough to hold 4, 6 or 8 Peas togetne!: 


one be made in the left Arm, and the othe! 
id 
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in the oppoſite Leg. And as for the Uſe- 


ty - | , 

mo fulneſs of theſe, I can ſpeak it or my own 
. E EE WES | | | 
Experience, that whenſoever I was moſt be- 

h [ 3 £ NS. 5 Fs | 

pan ſet with peſtilential Fumes, in the Courſe of my 

of Buſineſs, I could then immediately perceive 

| 1 a ſhooting Pain in my Iſſue, and had a great 
ow 


I ; deal of an ill conditioned Matter diſcha rge 
1 from it; and this 1 always look ed upon as 


Þ | a ſure Wadi to have timely recourſe to 
e Alexipharmicks. 
„„ 3 
= GREAT Service was likewiſe found in 
_ the Preſervation againſt the Peſtilence, as 
is. well as im its curative Part, by the P 
tion of Bliſters, and keeping them open 
good while. 
n 3 
* HA VI NG thus come to a Concluſion, 


2 l thiak it not amiſs to recite the Means which 
l uſed to prelerve my ſelf from the Infection, 


nds 

1 during the continual Courſe of my Buſineſs 
0 1 — 5 N g | : 

In mong the Sick. 

> of 


Ss AS: won as I roſe in the Morning early, 
took the Quantity of a. Nutmeg of the 


well . ; 
big E /itiprftilential Electuary; then after the Dil- 
ber, dich ot private Concerns in my Family, 


Þ | veutured into a large Room, where Crowds 
ol Citizens uſed to be in waiting for me; 
I and 


— — - —— — — — — rr 
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18 end there I commonly ſpent two or thre 
1 | | Hours, as in an Hoſpital, examining the ſe. 
. vera! Conditions and Circumſtances of al 
1 D who came thither ; ſome of which had Ul. 
9 va cers yet uncured, and others to be adviſed 
4 under the firft Symptoms of Seizure; all 
which I endeavoured to diſpatch, with all 
poſſible Care to their various Exigencies. 


8 


8 


As ſoon as this Crowd could be dif. 
charged, I judged it not proper to go abroad 
taſting, and therefor2 got my Breakfaſt: 
After which, till Dinner-time, I viſited the 
Sick at their HBouſes; whereupon, entring 
their Routes, I immediately had burnt ſome 
proper Thing upon Coals, and alſo kept in 
| my Mouth ſome Lozenges all the while! 
1 was examining them. But they are ina iſ c 
q Miſtake who report that Phyſicians ule, MW 
on ſuch Occaſions, very hot Things; as tl 
AMyrri, Zedoary, Angelica, Ginger, &c. for fu 
many, deceived thereby, raiſed Inflammations WW e 
upon their Tonſils, and greatly endangered I th 


eto ee RG SEE a ED 


Wi N | their Lungs.” -- | - | ED 
0 . 1 further took Care not to go into the WT. 
0 Rooms of the Sick when I ſweated, or wei? m 
4 5 ſhort-breathed with Walking; and kept my BW 
Mind as compoſed as poſſible, being ſuflic!- 2 


elm 
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ö ently warned by ſuch, who had grievouſly 
E ſuffered by Uneaſineſs in that Reſpect. After 
1 1 {ome Hours Viſiting in this Mamer, I re- 
1 | turned Home. Before Dinner, 1 always 
d drank a Glaſs of Sack, to warm the Stomach, | 
1 WW refreſh the Spirits, and diſſipate any begin- 
il W ning Lodgment of the infection. I choſe 

| Meats for my Table that yeilded an eaſie 

and generous Nouriſhment, roaſted before 
boiled, and Pickles not only ſuitable to the 
ad WW Meats, but the Nature of the Diſtemper 3 
\: (and indeed in this melancholy Time, the | 
he City greatly abounded with Variety of all 
og MW good Things of that Nature ) I ſeldom like- 
me W wiſe roſe from Dinner without drinking more 
in Wine. After this, I had always many Per- 
e! bus came for Advice; and as ſoon as 1 
12 WM could diſpatch them, I again viſited till 
ech Eight or Nine at Night, and then concluded 
the Evening at Home, by drinking to Cheer- 
| fulneſs of my old favourite Liquor, which 
| encouraged Sleep, and an eaſie Breathing 
through the Pores all Night. But if in the 
| Day-time I found the leaſt Approaches of 
the Infection upon me, as by Giddineſs, 
Loathing at Stomach, and Faintneſs, I im- 
Krnediately had Recourt to a Glaſs of this 
Nie, which eaſily drove theſe beginning 
Pilorders away by Tranſpiration: 


2 1 


more Liberty for the peſtilential Miaſmata t0 
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YET in the whole Courſe of the lr. 


ction, I found my ſelf Ill but twice; but wi 


foon again cleared of its Approaches by theſe 
Mears, ard the ity of ſuch Antidotes as | 


kept always by me 


B U = to conclude, it may not be i IMpro- 
per to take Notice, that the Cit'zens much 
accuſtomed themſelves to certain Compoi. 


tions for keeping off the Infection, by con. 


tinual Smelling to them; the chief among? 


which was the following. 


N | Pulv. rad. angelice, ſummit. roriſm. On 14. 
vendule cum floribus ana 3 ij. caryophyll. 3 1) 


labdleni pur ſſ. Styracis ana 3 11}. omnibus Prop. i 


eommixtione adde cl. nucis moſch. per expreſſ. 3 | 
IS. ol. ligni rhod. I 1. camphore 3 1s. meſchi gt 
viij. cum cere opt. p. ſ. F. maſſa. Some like- 


wiſe would ſmell to Galbanum, Oil of Worn 


wood, or Rue, as alſo the Oil or Spirit draw! 
from Pirch, and dropped upon Cotton, to be 
kept in a cloſe Ivory Box. Yet I could ut 


ſo much approve of theſe Things, as the! 


wee uſed; becauſe they ſo much dilated 
the Pores of the olfa&ory Organs, as to gi! 


Pais in 41015 with them. 
THE 
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„ THE Purification of Houſes was con? 1 
vs W trcived to be done ſeveral Ways; but what 
ele U moſt approved of, was in placing a Cha- | 


I fiig-diſh in the Middle of a Room, or the 
| Entries, or Windows, where proper Things 
were burnt, and exhaled all round. Quick- 

ro- | lime was likewiſe thrown into the follow - 

ing Decoction. 


Pe Fol. Scordii, Angelice ana M ij ſummit. 
lauri, rutæ, Iavendule ana M j. ſS. for. roſar. 
pallid. ſambuci ana p. ij. calami aromat. 3 v. Ca- 
ryophyl. Contuf. 3 11j. F. decoctio in duabus p. aq. 
font. & tertia aceti roſac. vel Sambuc. conſimiliter 


> ls 
ö ac lagene, & mucore, & ſitu calcis extinftione mun- 


It! 


p. * dantur, ita ut liquorem inditum amplius vitient, & 
. 5% corrumpant. For as ſoon as the Lime is thrown 
hi gt. in, it raiſes a very penetrating Steam, which 


ile. ſeemed very likely to deſtroy the Efficacy 
Vorn of the peſtilential Miaſata. For the ſame 
ara? BW Purpole likewiſe were the following very 
to be judicioully contrived. 


d Not | | | 
ther M Salis perre lib. j. Sulpharis Z ii}. benzoin. 
1:1tei WF 


ciyracis ſimul liquati. ana q fe ut formentur ſ. 4. 
to give Trechiſc. deb. exiccandi. 
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OF THE 
Different Cauſes 
= 


Peſtilential Diſeaſes, &c. 


MEER E is hardly any one 
Bl Subje&t more largely treated 
of by Phyſical Writers, than 
that of Peſtilential Diſeaſes; 
And the Reaſon of it I take to 
le, the Frequency in all Ages and Countries, 
of Alarms from ſuch dreadful Deſtroyers ; 
and the uncommon Impreſſions they are 
apt to make upon the Minds of thole, 
whoſe Profeſſion naturally leads them to 
enquire into their Cauſes. But in this it 
| has fared as with all the other Branches of 
| that noble Science. The Conjectures and 

a: oo Opi- 
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ö |. Opinions of Perſons have at all Times been 
18 too much influenced by the Philoſophy in 
b [1/88 Vogue, inſomuch that it is almoſt an endleſ 
1 | as well as an unprofitable Task, to examine 
into them all: And as fuch an Enquiry 


15 not conſiſtent with the intended Brevity 
of theſe Pages, I ſhall paſs them by, only 
"* Juſt taking Notice of the moſt conſiderable 
1 8 Opinions, under which, moſt that has been 
| ; advanced to any Purpoſe may be reduced. 


a ALL Authors upon this Subje&, may 
; be reduced under theſe two Sorts: Such 
ss aſcribe them to the immediate Wrath | 
| of Heaven, and account them as Puniſh- 
1 | ments inflicted by the immediate Exertion 
o of a Supernatural Power; and ſuch as aflign 

for their Origin ſome nat tural Cauſe. 


3 ALTHOUGH £00 great a Regard 
5 cannot be had to the Author of our Beings, 
yet Care ſhould likewiſe be taken, not to 
aſcribe every Calamity to the immediate 
|: Exertion of the Almighty Power; for it 
Wh! ſeems much more worthy of the Divine 
Being ſo to order it, that from the Courſe 
of ſecond or natural Cauſes, Puniſhments 
mall purſue Offenders, than to imagine the 
frequent Exertion of his Power in a Way 
ſuper: 
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ſupernatural to inflict ſuch Puniſhments, 
But there is a great deal of Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the Number of this Sect was 
very much increaſed by ſuch, as either 
out of Ignorance in other Cauſes, or out 
of an affected Devotion, thought it their 
Intereſt to come into this Opinion, and 


pretend to do greater Cures by certain reli- 


vious Performances, and their Interceſſion 
with Heayen, than was in the Power of 
Medicine, of which they knew but very 
little. 


* 


OF thoſe that aſſign ſome natural Cauſe, 


there are ſeveral Opinions: Some aſcribe 


them to aftral Influences, to malign Con- 
junftions and Radiations of the Heavenly 
Bodies. We find, from the moſt remote 
Antiquity, not only Peſtilential Diſeaſes, but 
likewiſe a great many others, aſcribed to 


| the ſame Cauſes: But all the Reaſonings 


about this Conjecture have been very obſcure 
and perplexed until the preſent Age, when 
Sir Iſaac Newton firſt taught Men to thiuk 
juſtly, and talk intelligibly about the Mo- 
tions and Iufluences of thoſe remote Bodies 
upon our Atmoſphere: And upon his Theory 
Or. Mead has ſince further proceeded to 
determine their Eficacies upon humane 


Bodigs. 5 
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Bodies. By which, as it does appear that 
they affect us no otherwiſe than as they 


_ occaſion the ſeveral Variations of the Seq. 
ſons, and different Conſtitutions of the 
Air, the Reader muſt be left to the Conſi- 


deration of ſuch Cauſes, 


A NOTH ER Cauſe is charged upon 


Steams and Exhalations from putrefying 
Bodies. There are Abundance of Iuſtances 


to ſupport this Opinion, that mauifefily dil 
cover very fatal Effects from ſh Cauſts, 
As Bartels are generally fought in Summer 
Time, when by the Heat of the Seaſon 
Things are moſt diſpoſed to Putrefittion, 


it has often been obſerved, that the Plague 
has appeared after great Slaughters of Men 
an Fight, as appears by undoubted Teſti- 


mony from Julius Alca audrinus (a), Diodasu 
Siculus, and a great many others, too tedious 
ro mention. Ambro/e Parey (b) gives a Re- 
lation of a Plague, that laid waſte almoſt 
2 whole Country, which had its Riſe from 
the Stench of a great many human Car- 
cafes that were thrown into one Pit, and 


bft Rotting uncover'd. Joannes WWolfins (c) 


oc 


ä (a) De Bello punico. b 
(5) Liv. 10. Cap. 3. 
(:) Tom. 1. memorab. Cent. 10. 
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reſtus (d), the abovementioned Parrey (e), 
and Agricola (H, all take Notice of Plagues 


; ariſiag from the Stench of putrifying Fiſh 

e chat were thrown dead upon the Shores. 

| SG OTHER Steams of the ſame Efficacy 
| frequently ariſe from the Putrefactions of 

w_ | ſtagnant Waters, and other Bodies, which, 

9 in ſome particular Conſtitutions of Air, are 

apt to corrupt and emit very offenſive Fflu- 


„. Dr. Mead (g) relates from Diogenes 
 W Latin (H), that Empedocles oblerved a pe- 
- W filential Diſeaſe to afflict the Salinuntij, from 


„the Putrefaction of a certain River; to re- 
TY | medy which, he contrived to have the 
de Streams of two other neighbouring Rivers 
en dra:ned into it, which, by their Increaſe 


i- of the Current, with an additional Weight 
ö and Preſſure of Water, brought the former 
to its uſual Sweetneſs, and fo put a Stop to 
| the Plague. 


19 this Purpoſe Dr. Plot (i) obſerves, 
| the Reaſons why Oxford is now much more 
| health- 


— 


1— 


— 


— 


0 In his Scholium upon Obſ. 9. | Lib. 6. 
(e) De Peſte, Lib. 6. 

(0) De Peſte, Lib. 1. | 

( Pref. de Imperio Solis ac Lune, Ce. 
) Lib. 8. Segon. 70. 

(i) Nat. Hiſt, of Oxforg/bire, Chap. a, 
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Healthful than heretofore, to be the Enlarge. 


ment of the City, whereby the Inhabitants, 
who are not proportionably increaſed, and 


not ſo cloſe crowded together; and the 


Care of the Magiſtrates in keeping the Street; 


clear from Filth : For formerly (he ſays) 


they uſed to kin all Manner of Cattle 
within the Walls, and ſuffer their Dung and 


Offals to lie in the Streets. Moreover, 3. 
bout thoſe Times the Is and Cherwell, thro 


the Careleſneſs of the Townſmen, being 
filled with Mud, and the Common-Shores 


by ſuch Means ſtopped, did cauſe the Aſcent 


of Malignant Vapours whenever there hap- 


pened to be a Flood. But ſince that, by 


the Care and at the Charge of Richard Fox, 


Biſhop of Mincheſter, in the Year 1517, thote 
Rivers were cleanſed, and more Trenches 
cut for the Water's free Paſſage, the Town 


has continued in a very healthful Condi- 
tion; and in a particular Manner fo free 


from Peſtilential Diſeaſes, that the Sicknek 


in 1653, which raged iu moſt parts of the 


Kingdom, never viſited any Perſon there, 


although the Terms were there kept, and 


the Court and both Houſes of Parhameit 


did there re: ce. 


TO 


a3 
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| TO this Cauſe, *tis very probable, is 
| owing the Frequency of the Plague at Grand 
| Ciiro in Egypt, and in the Iſland of Sudinia, 
| as Pauſanias and others relate: Although 
indeed Proſper Alpinus (a) charges a great deal 
of the Cauſe of that at Cairo, upon their 
| continual Commerce with ſuch Nations as 
are ſeldom without ſuch infeftious Dileaſes. 
And for this Reaſon it is, that we find all 
thoſe Countries, which moſt abound with 
Swamps and Standing-Waters, to be molt 
unhealthful, eſpecially in the hotteſt Seaſons; 
| except, as in leveral Parts of Italy, ſuch Lakes 
have any Communication with the Sea, or 
ſome large Rivers. To this purpoſe Piſo (b) 
frequently oblerves thoſe Places to be moſt 
ſubject to ſuch Calamities, where there are 
coaſtant Heat and {ſettled Calms, as ſuch a 
Temperament of Air moſt diſpoſes Bodies to 
putrefaction and Corruption, as in St. The- 
mas Iſland, and Guinea: And, on the con- 
trary, that notwithſtanding the Intenſenets of 
Heat, if the Fluids are but agitated by 
Winds, Tides, and Currents, there is little 
| Danger of ſuch Diſeaſes; and the leſs ſtill, 
| the more regular and conſtant the Sea ſons are 
! upon 


322 
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(a) De Medicin. Egypt. Lib. 1. Cap. 15. 
% Hiſt, India and Bra7l. 
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upon other Accounts: By which Means i 


is, that between the Tropricks, and even under 
the Equator, it is very healthful. _ I 


UNDER this Head it may not beim. e 
proper to obſerve, that too ſcanty and mean | b 
a Diet, and Feeding upon unripened and u- 5 

ſound Fruits, are frequently charged with 0 
a Share in Miſchiefs of this kind. Joſqpiu Wt F 
(a) and F:lius Ceſar (b), mongſt Hiſtorians, MM a 
Forefus, (e) and αν re other phyſical Wi. 
tors, give Accounts of Plagues from the like 
| CS, Canes Galen (d) is very poſitive in this L 
"th » Matter; and in one Place (e) accuſes his b P 
great Maker #.ppocrates with Neglectiug too 
1 


my oe — 


— 
- — —ͤ—ü—ĩ̃4 bu — 
—— 8 — 

be a 


much the Conſequence of a bad Diet, and F: 
aſcribing ſome Miſchiefs ariſing from thence 1 © 
to a bad Air. And upon this is grounded 0 
rhe common Opinion of a Plazue's following & | 
1 Fane; 12 which Circumſtauces, the poor- ! 


er fort, who feed meaneſt, generally ſuifer 
moſt, as it frequently happens in long Sieges 
„ aud Armies ill ſupplied with Proviſions. Thus 
5 1 ra- 


191 . = ( 
it 

Wis: | 100 De hello Judafco, Lib. 7. Cap. 2 5 
il 1 I.) De Deilo Civili, Lib. 2 8 
N (c) Lib. 5. Ober. g. and 2 | 
W ' (a) Lib. 1. ds ditter. Feb. 8 3. & de eibis mali & 


4 ſucci. 


(e Comment. in Lib. de natalium, text. 4. 
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i Travellers report, that Surrat in the Eaſt-Tns 


F which is aſcribed to the mean Diet of the 

Natives, Who are Ban/ans, and feed on little 
in W elſe than Herbs, Water, Rice, and ſuch like 
enn pitiful Fare; for it is obſerved, that the 
un- Europeans who trade there, are in no Danger 


ith of being infected, becauſe they feed well on 
ths WW Fleſh, and drink Wine, which ſecures them 


is; | againſt thoſe malignant Diſeaſes. 


like WW A Third Cauſe is aſcribed to Mineral 
this Eruptions and ſubterraneous Exhalations. 


his Peffiiexces from this Cauſe are more infre- 
too quent than from ſeveral others; becauie ſuch 


| Eruptions hardly ever happen but upon 


ded of the Earth by Mines, Pits, Wells, and the 
„ig like; and then too, in Order to produce a 
bor. Peſtilence, it is necetiary that whatſoover ex- 


muſt be of ſuch a Nature, as to render it 
relpirsble; or to communicate by it ſuch 


pea, for there are frequent Shocks of the 
Erh from inteſtine Fermentations, which 
ns 505 wal Ove Fl by any. ſuch Miſchiets, «a5 
they 


_ 
3 
2 


dies is ſeldom or never free from a Plague, 


| Earthquakes, or Breaking into the Bowels 


| ales and mixes with the ambient Air, 


articles to the Animal Juices as will per- 
ert their natural Craſis, and diſturb their 
due Secretions; which does not often hap. 


* —_ 
| 
; | 


— — ———— — — — — — — — — —— 


Principles, as when they have got Vent, nei 


has been very curious in his Euquiries here- 
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they happen only from the Struggle of fuck 


ther of themth! ves, or by any Thing emit- A 
ted with them, are of that diſagreeable Na. be 
ture, as to give any Diſturbance to the Ant V 
mal O Economy. FP 
CAROLUS de la Font, (a) indeed, as MM; 
well as ſeveral others, lays great Stre(s upon 5 
Cauſes of this kind, and charges Peſtilential ont 
| Diſeaſes chiefly to Mineral Exhalations of e 
divers kinds; as A, ſenical, Mercurial, Sulphu- > 
fou, &c. which he imagines the ambient 2 
Air often to be overcharged with, either = 
from the Heat of the Sun, Earthquakes, or oy 
ſubterraueous Fires. To all this, Per ſons of 00 
different Opinion object, the Infrequency of 
Plagues in Calabria, Naples, and ſeveral Parts 
of Sicily, where there are manifeſtly very - 
great ſubterraneous Fires, ſuch as occaſion 
violent Earthquakes, and many furious aud 8 
plentiful Eruptions of metallick and mi- 5 
neral Fumes. A very diſtinct Relation of 
which, from his own Knowledge, may be 
met with from Dr. Bernard Connor, (b) who pe 


into. 


3 FRY 


(4) Differr, de Peſte. 
OG De montis Veſuvij Iacendie. . 


of | petilential Dieſes 2 41 


BUT however Authors differ upon this 


Head, ſeveral very odd Relations are to de 
met with in Hiſtory of malig ant and dead. 
ly Sickneſſes from theſe Cauſes. That Story 
is very ſtrange which is related by Ammianus 
Marcellinus, (a) and taken Notice of by Cardan 
and Riolamu, that a moſt grievous Peſtilence 
broke out in Scleuciaz which, from thence to 
Farthia, Greece, and Jraly, ſpread it ſelf thro? 
a great part of the World, from the Opening 
an ancient Vault in the Temple of Apollo, and 
that it raged with ſo much Fury, as to ſweep | 
away a third part of the Inhabitants of thoſe 


Countries it viſited. 


IT is needleſs to trouble the Reder with 
many Relations of the ſudden and ſtrange 
Effects of ſome Steams ariſing from Mines 


and Pits, which are generally termed by our 
Colliers Dainps, becauſe almoſt every Body has 


already been acquainted with ſuch Accounts. 


| DR. Plot (b) tells us, That about Twenty 
Years fince, two Perſons were employed to 


dig a Welt i in the Partſh of North-Leigh in 
* e 


. . . 1 

2 * 
6ꝙ—8 3 = A. dds) 
* 


60 Hiſt. 
(t) Nar. Hi of Oxfordſhire, Chap. 3. ker 51. 
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Oxfordſhire, but upon being taken ill, left 6f 
the Work: Whereupon it was undertaken 


by two. others of Woodſtock ;, ; who, before 
they could do any thing confiderable in it, 
fink down, aud died irrecoverably in the 


Well: Which being perceived by a Miller 


hard by, and he, coming to their Aſſiſtanee, 


fell down dead upon them. Another alſo 


venturing to do the ſame, with a Rope tied 


about him, fell from the Ladder juſt i in the 


ſame Manner; and though preſently drawn 
up by the People above, yet he was ſcarcely 


recoyer'd in an Hour or more. And ſince 
then, upon a Bucket's falling uito a Well in 
another Part of the Town, 2 Woman per- 
ſwaded a ſtrong luſty Man to go down a 


Ladder to fetch it, who, by that Time he 


had got half way down, fell from, the Lad- 
der into the Well; upon which, the Woman 
called another of her Neighbours to his Aſſi- 


ſtance, who, much about the ſame Place, 


met with the ſame Fate, without giving the 
leaſt Sign of Change; ſo fatal (ſays the 
Doctor) are the Danis of that Place. Dr. 


Foot (4) tells a Story that happened at Dol 
lin in Ireland, juſt of the ſame Nature. And 


in 


— 4 


( Mat. Hiſt. Cap. 16. Seck. 4s ? 
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in the. Phitoſtplica Tranſattian (a there 


are the Hke Relations of Damps in the 


Coal-Mines * to the Lord i Sila 


in Scotland. 


THE moſt farprizing Effekt of theſe 


ſubterraneous Effluvia that I ever met with, 
is in a Relation of Dr. Bernard connor, of 


certain Perſons in Paris digging deep in a 


Vault or Cellar, who were ſo. ſuddenly 
transfixed by ſome ſubtile Vapour, that 
when a Servant- Maid came down to ſpeak 


with them, ſhe found them i in Poſtures as if 


at Work; one with his Pick-Ax advanced, : 
another with his Shovel full of Earth, half 


lifted up, and a Woman fitting by with 


her Arm upon her Knee, her Head leaning 
upon that Hand, with manifeſt ExpeCtati- 
ons in her Countenance of what they were 
in Searck after. 


T H E fame Author, from his own Know- 
ledge, gives à very exa# Account of a 
Grotta in Italy, much talked of, and com- 


molly called 14 Grotta de cani, by this Au- 


thor, cht Kvyx)s 5 But Dr. lead hath 
+ . ſince, 


S 
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finee, from his own Knowledge alſo; given 


a very particular and rational Account |of 
this Place, and the Manner of its killing; 
to whom therefore the Reader may turn 


T 2 


for further Satisfaction. 


ANOTHER, and more general Cauſe 
than any hitherto mentioned of - theſe Ma- 
ladies, is ſome bad and unwholfome Con- 
ſtitution of Air. Such Conſtitutions may 
arife from ſeveral Cauſes, which although 
they affect us in different Manners, yet as 

: they are equally fatal, we call them all 
Malignant or Peſtulential - In Order there. 
fore to underſtand the better how we are 
differently affected by thoſe different Con- 


ſtitutions, it will be proper to conſider them 


ſomewhat diſtinctly, under theſe general 
Heads, viz. A dry hot Air, hot and moiſt, cold 
and moiſt, and cold and dry; to which moſt 
Variations of Air may be reduced. 


a * * % 
* 


of Air, our Bodies are differently affected; 
and that moſt Diſeaſes are in ſome Meaſure 


more or leſs influenced thereby, is quite out 


of Diſpute. Hippocrates, in a great many 


Places declares himſelf of this Mind: Eis 


whole third Section of Aphoriſms is a Erol 
of 


THAT from the ſeveral Conſtitutions 


of peſtilential Diſeaſes. 


of it; and in ſeveral Places (a) he Ke 
his Opinion, that Feſtilential Diſeaſes have 
| their Riſe from hence. Galen, his beſt In- 
terpreter, underſtood his m 9, which 
| ſome will have to be meant of ſomewhat 
Divine, or the immediate Hand of God, to 
be nothing elfe but a particular Conftitu- | 
don of Air ariſing from natural Cauſes; 
- and that he was of the ſame Mind him- 


{ elf is very Pom ds own Writings (b): 
1 
$ ITi is almoſt endleſs, as well as he 
| eredleſs, to cite all the Authorities for this 
- opinion, that might be collected from the 
e 


moſt remote Antiquity dewn to the pre- 
ſent Age. We ſhall therefore proceed to 
conſider the different Conſtitutions of Ai r, 
according to the forementioned Diſtinction; 


2 premiſing only, that the Terms Hot, Cold, &c. 
ft Ware uſed in a twofold Senſe, the one is Ab- 
ſolute, and the other Relative ; by the former, 
bid. Abſolute Heat, Cold, Kc. is underſtood 
ns {Wore ſimple Property of the Air only, as it 
1; Wi different not in Degree, but in Quality 
re from others: By the latter, that is, Relative 
ut WH, &c. is meant certain Degrees of thoſe 
ny 7 = SW Pro- 
is 3 5 
= — 


TY vid. Ppidem. and de Aere, . & Tanks 


of 0 Na. Comment. in Epidem. Yppocrates. 
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Properties : | As the ſame Air may at thy 


: ſame Time be ſaid properly to. be both 
Hot and Cold, or Dry. and Moiſt, ag it i 
compared with another Air, either Hotter 


or Colder, Dryer, or Moiſter; for with Re- 


gard to à hotter Air, i it will be termed cold, 
: when at the ſame Time if it be compared 
5 to a colder Air, it would be accounted hot; 


And ſo of the reſt. To which Piſtinction, 


. r is very neceilary to have conftant, Regard 
| to avoid Confuſion, 


TH © 8 E Countries 8 the Air is 


= wo: a0 dry for che 85 fateſt Part, A Le- 


3 $3: 


rial Diſeaſe, except. "Mags there are e gen 
Swamps and ſtagnant Waters, or by any 


accidental Cauſes: Bodies are expoſed there 
to Putre action, the Steams of which render 
Perſons Diſeaſed. In ſuch Countries, for 
the moſt Part of the Year, there is but very 


little Rain, and the Nights are compara 
tively. colder than elſewhere, from the 


great Dews which then fall. As Piſo (a) 


; informs us, that the colder the Nights are 
1 in  Brafil, b, and the more 6 plemifully the Dews 


fall 


CLE 7 ; 1 


(-) Hiſt. Ind, & Patt : 
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fl, the Inhabitants account it moſt agree- W's 
able to their Sdil, and conducive to Vege= | | 


's Wl tation; and 21 reckon it much the . 1 5 | 
er mot healthful f for the > hikabjraurs, OE | 1 6 
4. < py i 
ad, 51 HE Heat of the Air alone, where + | [ | 
ed Wl is conſtant and uniform, does not appear f i 
t; ¶ to render Per ſons born in it, or long ac 1 
n cuſtomed to it, auy more unhealthful, than | | 1 
ud that which i 18 more tempei ate. Ariſtotle * 1 

indeed fays, a hot and dry Southerly Wind 4 1 


will bring a Peſtilence ; ; but of ſuch we have 
i very few 1 Inſtances, eſpecially on this Part 
le. of the Globe. There is in Ling (a) an Ac- 
, WH count of A Plagie at Rome, from a great i 
eat Droughit; and  Nicepbors (b) relat tes ſuch 


ny another : "We But theſe generally come from | 
ere ſome other manifeſt Cauſes beſides Heat, | | 
der and i 11 Places not accuſtomed to Aa dry Air. | | 
tor NT. | A 
B U T a 7 and moiſt Air is very ditfe- | il 
Ted tent. By Moiſt, 18 meant what ariſes from 155 | | k! 
the ſudden or long Rains. This is the Confſti- | 
(a) tution ol Air that moſt Authors charge | | | 
are with being the greateſt loftrument 3 1 Pe- N | l 


R 5 ne 
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ſtilential Piſtenpers. Hippocrates (e) aſc ribes 
a. great deal to ſuch an Air, and relates a 


Peſtilence that had its Riſe from great Heat, 


joined with Southerly Winds and much Nai 


Galen is of the ſame Mind, as appears from 


ſeveral of his Writings (d), with many 


others too tedious to mention. The Truth 
of this is likewiſe manifeſt from the 


Hiſtories of thoſe Countries, where there 


are long ſettled Heats, and afterwards much 


Rain, as in ſeveral Parts of the Fata Indies, 
which are known at ſuch Times to be moſt 
grievouſly afflicted with Fevers and Diſeales 
of a very malignant Kind. The ſame we 
are informed of from Tome Places in Afica 


(e), viz That if Showers fall "ſoon upon 


the ſultry Heats of Fuly and Arguli, peſti- 


lential Diſtempers certainly enſue. It may 
be generally obſerved here too in our own 


Climate, that the moſt unhealthful Times 


are after warm Rains, and the more if the 


Air is then R but little with Winds 


—_—— 
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N Epidem. Lib. 2 & 3. de Aere Aquis & Locis 


Aph. 11. Se&. 3. 


(4) Comment. in Epidem. Lib. 3. de differ. Febr. Cap 
4 de Temperam. Lib. x Cap. 4 
(e) Vid. Purchas Pilgr. Lib. 6. C.1 1. as alſo Jean. Ly 


_ Hiſt, fic. Lib. 1. Cap: l. 
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FROM a cold and moiſt Air, we have 
little complained of, as to their occaſion- 
ing theſe Diſeaſes, unleſs ſuch a Conſtitu- 
tion ſets in immediately upon a contrary 
Extream; for all ſudden Changes of Wea- 
ther are ices or leſs unhealthful, as well 
as in other Reſpects of living; 1 which 
Reaſon particularly, Corn. Celſus adviſes to be 
very ſlow in all Alterations of Moment; 
And Sanctorius frequently inculcates the ſame 
in his Aphoriſms, and tells us (a) how it is 
hurtful, both to go ſuddenly out of a hot 
Air into a cold one, and out of a cold Air 
into a hot one; and is alſo very particular 
(b) in the Inconveniencies of ſuch a Con- 


ſtitution of Air we are now ſpeaking of, 


ſetting in after the Heat of Summer. Hy- 
pocrates (c) does tell us of a Peſtilence from long 
continued cold Rains, as likewiſe does Fer- 
nelizs (d), but ſuch Inſtances are not common, 


THE laſt Conſtitution of Air we are 
to take Notice of, is that which is cold 
and dry, againſt which there are a great 

many 


r 8 


— — 
— 


(a) Medicina Statica. Se 2. Aph. 18. e 
() Ibid. 777 6, and 29. 
(e) Lib. Epidem. | 
(s) De Abdir Lib. 2 8 13. 1 1 
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many very heavy Complaints. Galen writes 


al a moſt Raging Peſtilence about Aguileia t 
in Traly, that began in the very Middle of IM = 


— — 


_— — 
IE _—— —— —— 


— ũ — 


f Winter, and had its manifeſt Cauſe in ex- tl 
nt | tream Cold. Fernelius (a) aſſerts the Riſe of ir 
1 | ſeveral peſtilences from the fame Cauſes; d 
of | As alfo does Morellus (b) obſerve great Ma- kl 
Whit lignities to proceed from ſome MNortherly f 
cold Winds. ' Tirw Livy (e) likewiſe men- 
F ] | „ Peſtilential Conflitution ariſing from 4 
. intenſe Cold; but 7hyſical Hi FO abound q 
7 with ſuch Relations 1 t 
* -Q F the ſtrange and ſudden fed of | 
"© intenſe Cold and dry Winds, we have very 
* ſurprzing Accounts from thoſe who have MW 1 

| travelled into Countries: where they are the 
moſt fiequent. Dr. Bernard Connor (d) before- 5 

mentioned, relates, That when he was in | 

Toland, it was alſerted to him by very cre- | 


ditable Teſtimonies, that it frequently hap- 


| pens in Liti u ina, aud lome of the Northern 
15 Tracts of Maſcouy and Tartary , that it ſome- 
5 ö times, through the Neglect of the Shepherds, 
148 their {mall Cattle, as Sheep, Goats, and the 
WP 


like, 


15 = wv Ibid. 
| b) De Febr. purp. Cap. 2. 


—— r 


(e) Lib. 5. decad. 
(a) De Antris Lethiferis. Art. 2. 
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like, be left expoſed in the Night · time to 
the Noreberly Winds, they are frequently found 


next Morning perfectly ſtiff and dead, in 
the ſame Poſture as they are wont to be 
in at their Stalls and Cribs: And there are 
divers Accounts of Perſons in thoſe Coun- 


tries, who have been fo ſuddenly transfixed, 


ſtiffened, and kitled by thoſe Blaſts, as to 


have continued on Horſeback m the ſame 


Poſture as when Living, till the H orſe, ac. 
quainted . with the Road, has brought them 
to their Journey s End: And the above- 


mentioned Phyſician (4) tells us, that when 
he was at Bruffels, he was informal] by a 


San;ſh Captain, that of a Party of Horſe that 


was ſent out for Booty in a very cold Seaſon 


| one by Accident oſt the reſt of the Body; 
| and Riding about ſome time, before he could 
find his Way, or any Refreſhment, he was 


ſo transfixed with the Cold as to be quite 
killed; but continued on Horſeback in the 
Poſture of a Live Perſon, until his Horſe at 


laſt happened to find the Way back to his 


Quarters, whither his Company had before 


got, and mifling him, feared he had fallen 
into the Enemies Raa j but when they 


came 
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came to congratulate him upon his fafe 


Return, they went ſo near as to ſpeak to 


him, and take hold of him, before 1 Fer- 


| ceived him to be dead. 


10 Blaſts of this kind it undoubtedly is, 
that Fruit Trees and Plants do fo frequently 
ſuffer, eſpecially after a warm early Spring, 
after the vegetable Juices have began to riſe 
and ſhoot into Buds and Leaves. Inſtances 


of this Nature we frequently find in our 


to obſerve, more than once, that upon ſuch 


laſts, the Trees have, on that fide towards 
the Wind, been in one Night's Time. quite 
changed in the Colour of the Leaves; and 
ſome, of the moſt tender ſort, almoſt tripped 
; my, their Leaves e off dry, as in Au- | 


BUT there is ſomething yet further, he- 

| Ales particular Conſtitutions of Air, that is 
taken Notice off by Phyſicians, as a general 
Cauſe of Maladies of this kind ; and that is 
what is commonly called Contagion or Iufecti- 


en; by this Term Contagion, is underſtood 4 
Diſeaſe ariſing from the Contact of ſuch Bo- 


dies or Particles as have in them a Power 
.of a the due Craſis of a healthful 


Perſon, 
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perſon, and inducing ſtill one common Dif- 


aſe; theſe Particles are generally called by 
| Phyſical Writers paruam, Contagioſa, or Con- 


zarij Seminia; and the Difference of Peſti- 
lences arifing from theſe Cauſes ſeems much 
to differ from what have been hitherto ta- 


| ken Notice of; as the former cannot be ſhun- 


ned but by quite leaving the diſeaſed Cli- 
mate, or by ſuch a Strength, or Turn of 

Conſtitution, as reſiſts, or yeilds not to the 
general Diſorder ; whereas in this laſt Caſe, 
a Perſon ſeems to be equally ſafe in any Air 


that is not impregnated with theſe conta- 


gious Effuvia, and the greateſt Danger ariſes 


| from the Nearneſs to diſeaſed Perſons, or 


whatſoever elſe ts capable of harbouring thoſe 


| miſchievous and ſecret Meſſengers, : as the 
| Poet (4) takes Notice. 


Oto f quiſq, eft, ſervitq fidelins 2. 


In partem . citius venit.— 


THE Hiſtories of Phyſick abound with 
Relations of Peſtilences from no other Cauſe 
than what ariſes from the Importation of 
the Diſeaſe, if it may be ſo termed, from 
_ diſtant 


() Ovid. Metam. lib. 3. 
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diſtant Countries; and ſometimes not by Per. 


Conveyance of theſe Peſtilential Miaſms in 
their Cloaths or Wares imported m the Way 


Phyſician, tells us; That in the Year Fifteen 


in Poiſeflion of Verona, there aroſe a deadly 
Diſeaſe amongſt the Soldiers from the Wear- 


: burned, Ten Thouſand Perſons, he ſays WF 1 
were N to fall. by this Plague be- 1 


ſons Pn diſtempered, but by the 


of Trade. Fracaſtoritis, (4) an eminent Halia 


Hundred and Eleven, when the Germans were 


ing only a Coat purchaſed for a ſmall Value; 
for it was obſerved, that every Owner of it I 


ſoon ſickened and died; until, at laſt, the WW V 


Cauſe was ſo manifeſtly from fome Infection WM t 
in the Coat, that it Was ordered to be f 


fore it ceaſed. ? + fas: | a 


FROM the ſame Cauſe, that i is, infecte! MI te 


Garments, and Merchandize, Mercuria's WM B 
takes Notice of a Plague in his Time at 8 


Venice ; and Apt iamis Alexandrinus (V) affure: I ti 


us, that the Celre, after a Conqueſt over the b 


 Ulyrici, and in Poſſeſſion of their Plunder, 


were infected with a grievous Plague, which in 
the Illyrici then laboured Under, Thycidido Eu 
allo, 


F 0 g . « — 


(a) De morbis contag: lib. 2, cap. 7. 
() De Bralo Illy rico. 
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alſo, in his Relation of the Plague at Athens, | | 
intimates, That it was brought from ſome iT 


Part of Ethiopia by the like Means. And __ | 
Proſper Alpinus (a), before mentioned, ſeerns to 1 
| | lay the greateſt Streſs for the Frequen:y of 
en the Plague at Grand Cairo, to the Traffick 

re with thoſe Countries as are hardly ever free 
from Peftilential Diſcaſes. A great many Phy- 

r. ficians have charged the Plague in Sixteen 

e; hundred and fixty three at Amſterdam, to the 
it Infection of ſome Peſtilential Miaſms wWwhich 
ne were tranſported from Smyrna and Algiers, 
ion then much infected with ſuch Diſeaſes, with 

de ſome Merchandize; by which Means likewiſe 
vs Wl it was conjectured ſoon afterwards to reach 
be London, and ſeveral other Parts of England, 
as it appears from the preceding 1 
of Dr. Hodges. To this Purpoſe I remember 

to have read a ftrange Story, ſomewhere m 
Baker's Chronicle, of a great Rot amongſt 


at Sheep, which was not quite rooted out un- 
ure: fil about Fourteen Years Time, that was 
the MW brought into England by a Sheep bought for 
der, its uncommon Largeneſs, in a Country then: 


infected with the ſame Diſtemper: And 
upon this Account it, is that the Prudence 
5 5 ok 
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bf thoſe Nations and States are to be juſti 


fied, who enjoin all perſons and Merchandize 


from infected Countries, to ſtay a certain 
Time upon their Coaſts and Borders before 
they are ſuffered to intermix with a health. 


ful People; having by ſuch Inſtances as here 


mentioned been juſtly alarmed at the In- 
croachment of ſuch dreadful Deſtroyers. 


THESE Hiſtorical Fragments are put 


together, in Order to apprize thoſe Readers 
who have not been very converſant with 
Things of this Kind, with the various Ways 
by which the moſt dangerous Diſeaſes, and 


even ſudden Death, may be introduced into 


our Comititutions; by the Agency of very 
minute and unheeded Cauſes ; and likewile 


the better to ſupport the Diſtinction ne- 


ceſſary to be made between Epidemic Diſ- 
eaſes, and a Contagion; as well as to illuſtrate 


the Mauner whereby the latter ſubſiſts, 


ſpreads, and proves fatal, when the Cauſes 


producing the forther are abſent. 


Epidemic Diſeaſes of all Kinds and De- 
grees of Exacerbation, have their Riſe from 
ſome common Cauſe, that affects all within 
its Extent more or leſs, in Proportion to the 


to 
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| here to obſerve, that he demonſtrates all 


| the Blood's Motion, Quantity, or Quality, 
or in ſome or all of them together ; and 


| rendered thinner, and others thicker at the 
| fame Time, than in a natural State; not 
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to be affected by it: And by the Bellinian 1 
Doctrine we are taäught, how all thoſe | 
Changes are made in the Blood, when | 
thrown into a Fever by theſe Cauſes; even „ 
from the moſt ſimple Ephemera, to the moſt 
complicated and malignant Caſes whatſoever ; 5 
to which therefore the Reader muſt be 
referred, for a clear Underſtanding of ſuch 


Matters; it being ſufficient to our Purpoſe 


Fevers to be attended with ſome Fault in 


that its chief Fault in Quality, (which is 


hoſt to the preſent Cafe) conſiſts in an 
unequable Fluidity, ſome Parts of it being 


unlike what e to all congulated Li- 
quors. 


FROM this Condition of Blood, this 
great and wonderful Man goes on to fhew, 
through the whole Courſe of his Propoſi- 
tions, that the coagulated Part, which he 
commonly diſtinguiſhes by the Name of 
Lentor, does accumulate in the capillary | 
Veſſels until their Endeavours of Reſtitu- 
tion, as in all Elaſtick Bodies, are greater 

8 than 
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than the protruding Force, when by the 


ſhook, diſlodged, and waſhed away into the 
Veins, and ordinary Courſe of Circulation, 


ſuch Means as diminiſh its Motion, or 


cannot only of themſelves be reduced by 


to put in Fuſion ſome Parts of the Maſs, 
and leave the other thicker than before; 


ptuary of all the other animal Fluids, every 


in particular, which is ſeparated from 2 


Arteries Re- action upon it, the Lentor is 


there continuing its Progreſs till it is either 
fitted for ſome Secretion and Evacuation, or 
again lodged in the . to aui 01 
a new Paroxyſm. 


1 


. FY 


THIS unequable Fluxility of the Blood 
ariſes from two general Cauſes, either from 


from the Mixture of ſuch Particles, as 


the digeſtive Powers into homogeneous 
Diſpoſitions therewith; or as have a Faculty 


theſe are particularly enumerated, and their 
Ways of Operation diftinftly demonſtrated 
by Bellini. 


' CONFORMABLE to this Change 
in the Blood, which is the common Prom- 


Thing ſeparated from it hath ſome cor- 
reſpondent Aﬀections; and the nervous Fluid 


Maſs ſo unequally fluid, cannot but ju it 
folf 
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the Times and Quantities of its Separation; 
on, W from all which the ſame Author accounts 
her W for thoſe Affections, termed nervous, which 


are the Concomitant, of Fevers: And in 


on the Proſecution hereof he frequently takes 
Occaſion to ſpeak of this Fluid to be thin, 
ſharp, hot, fiery, dry, &. as the ſaline and 
ood rigid Parts in its Compoſition are by the 
rom Diſtemper more or leſs ſubtilized, or more 
or or leſs defrauded of its humid Parts by 
as Exhalation: | 
by „ 
20us FURTHERMORE, in this great 
ulty Diſorder of the Conſtitution, and inordinate 
aſs, Hurry and Colluctation of the Fluids, ſome- 
dre; times the Solids are maintained in their 
heir Contractions and Motions, until the Particles 
ated either introduced from Abroad, or gene- 
tated in the Body, which cannot be aſſimu- 
lated into homogeneous Qualities, are 
ange thrown out of the Courſe of Circulation 
m- by the natural Diſcharges; by Trauſpira- 
very tion, or by Abceſces; and the animal 
cor- Fluids reſtored to their Aten State. But 
luid when Matters are brought to this paſs, it 
m a happens that the very Means of ſaving one 
1 it Pe exſon, may prove the Deſtruction of many 
Golf 


39 I BY: others; 


ſelf have ſome parts too fine, and others | 
too groſs, beſides the Inequalities - in the 


1 Rr 
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others; becauſe what is thus critical}; 

thrown off by one, hath a Faculty of ex. 
. citing the like Diſorders in the Fluids of 
another, when it is inſinuated into them; 
as a very ſmall Quantity of ſome fermen- 
Ing Subſtances will communicate its Eff. 
cacies a very great Way, and put very 
4 great Parcels of Fluid into the like Agita- 
WE tion. And this is the Way by which 2 
BY malignant Fever comes to be infectious, and 
| a A Peſtilence changes into a Contagion; as 
} 8 Bellini more largely explains it in his 
ne  XXVIIIth Propoſition of Fevers; from the 
| whole of which it is manifeſt, as Dr. Mead 
TO © hath expreſſed it in his fifth Eſſay of Poiſons 
id that the Effects of the one are the e and Be. 
EE eine of the other. 


NPY > _—_— 


> 


ky; 915 TO bring then this nearer to the Mat- 
| ter under Examination, the Plague which 15 
8 deſcribed in the foregoing Pages, was ſtrid 
. ly and properly a Contagion, and by all 
41308 Accounts of the beſt Authority, That which 
_ hath made ſuch vaſt Devaſtations in ſome 
Parts of France, and now continues to rage 
- amongſt them, to the great Terror of thei 
| Neighbours, is alſo of the fame Kind; and 

was brought to them in Merchandize, an! 
- ** a Shi « Crew, who were ſick of a peſt: 
lentia 


— 
2 1 
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lential Diſeaſe all their Voyage Home from 


ſome Parts of Turkey; in neither of theſe 


there being any Manner of Fault chargeable 
upon the Air, or to any other Cauſes before 
enumerated in producing a Feſtilence. 


are reported by the beſt Phyſicians amongſt 
them to be ſudden Pains in the Head, great 
Loathing at Stomach, Reaching to Vomit, Confter- 


are certain Forerunners of Death. All which, 


| more or leſs, are the conſtant Attendants of 
all peſtilential Fevers. 


BECAUSE then there is ſuch a vaſt 


Infe&tion, as far as we can reaſon about A- 
gents ſo extreamly minute and ſubtle. How 
all other Aztecedents to a Peſtilenc exert 


TH E Symptoms of That now Abroad 


uation, wild Looks, trembling Voice, Coldneßß in 85 
| che extreme Parts, low unequal Pulſe, Paleneſt, 
| Delirium, Conwulſions, Carbuncles, Buboes, livid 


| Veſications, purple Spots, and Hemorrhages ; che laſt 


Difference between a Peſellence ariſing from 
aſſignable Cauſes in the Air, &-c. and a Pe- 

ſilence from a Contagion, as to the preſervative 
Means eſpecially againſt them; and that 
what we are now in moſt Apprehenfion of, 
is of the latter Kind; it moſt concerns us 
to be well acquainted with the Manner of 


833 them 
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themſelves in their Influences over the ant. 


«A - 


. 
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mal OEconomy, Bellini has brought even to 
a Demonſtration; but as to a Contagion, he 
ſays little; which therefore, as introdudto- 
ry to Gin following Remarks, we ſhall 
here inſert. 


« As this Coagulation and Fufjon may go 
© on ſo far as to ſet at Liberty, and perſpire 


= through the Surface of the Body, or with 
* the Breath in Reſpiration, many noxious 
© Particles, which may be fo ſubtil and a- 


c ctive, as to enter the cutaneous Pores of 


© other Perſons, or mix with that Air which 
38 they draw in Reſpiration, and when got 


K 


into the Body, be able to make the ſame 
Change in the Blood, both as to its Coa- 


A 


< gulation and Fuſion; hence it comes that 
ſuch a Fever proves contarious, which is 


N 


an inſeparable Requiſite to a | pſd 
F ever. 


6 But this is not only thus brought 1 
but alſo the diſſolved, and diſperſed Par- 


A 


© ticles may longer adhere to ſome inani- 


mate Bodies than others, as to Woollen 
and Linen Cloaths, Papers, &c. and theſe 
Particles may, by the Steam of a living 


; ; Body, or by the Means of any other Heat, 
OY be 


A 
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be put into Motion, ſo as to breath out of 
© thoſe Lodgments, where they quietly re- 
c ſided, and obtain ſo much Liberty, and 5 


0 


A 


c 


0 


. 


when this ſubtile and active Ferment 


Action on all ſides, as will carry them into 


the cutaneous Pores of any Perſons within 
their Reach, and infeft them; and on this 
Account n Peſtilence may be brought from 


very diſtant Countries, Iying a long Time 
in ſuch Manner concealed, and then ſudden- 


ly breaking out; with many other Cir- 


e of like Nature. 


£ BUT if theſs ſubtile and alive parti- 
cles be of that Nature, that they can pe- 
netrate the Pores of other Animals, and 
occaſion a like Coagulation | of their Blood, 
not only Men, but Brutes alſo, will be 


ſeized with a Peſtilence ; but this does not 
always very neceſſarily happen; ; becaule 


the Blood of Animals is different from hu- 


mane Blood, ſo that although theſe Par- 
ticles are ſuppoſed to get into it, it does 
not therefore neceſſarily follow that they 
muſt vitiate it, any more than will Aqua 
Regia diſſolve all kinds of Metals; ; but 
yet Brutes of all kinds, or ſome of them 
only, will be ſeized equally with Men, 
which penetrates the Surface, is of that 
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© from the Mouth and Lungs, which muſt 
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Nature, as will taint the Blood of other 
1 Animals with thoſe pefilential. Requiſites. | 
<AS this kind of Contagion then can 

8 eaſily proceed from an infected perſon 
be great Diſtance, as often as the noxi- 

© ous Particles can reach another Perſon, : 


and give that Degree of Coagulation and 
Fuſion, as is neceſſary to a Peſtilence; the 
more aggravated then will be this Calami- 
ty, and more eaſily ſpread, when a health- 

ful Perſon is near to one already infected; 
and yet much more worſe, if it is in Con 
tact with thoſe Parts, which more plen- 
tifully, and with a greater Impetus, breath 
out infected Steams, as if the Air ariſing 


be extreamly hot, or the Perſpiration of a 
Carbuncle | when it 18 greatly inflamed; 
for in this Caſe the exhaling particles 


will be in their greateſt Activity when 
© neareſt the recipient Body, and likewiſe 
C 


more denfe, that. is, more numerous, and 
conſequently of greateſt Efficacy. | 


0 UT it is not every one FEW 18 ſeized 
with a Peſtilence from Contagion, by Meaus 
of Steams exhaling from any particular 
Parts of the Body; but only when theſe 
Steams, and the Air it ſelf, bath joined 
2 with, 


K 


a * 
En. 
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with, and interſperſed through it Par: 
* ticles of vitiated Faculties; and then 
* this Kind of Fever will eaſily be communi- 
* cated, and neceſſarily enſue, not only on 
Account af what gets into the Body with 
© the inſpired Air, but becauſe alſo the whole 
© Body is ſurrounded with ſuch an Infection, 
© wherein the noxious Particles floating a- 
* bout on all Sides, will endeayour to pene- 


* trate through the Pores upon the Surface, 


and get that Way imo the Blood; for al- 
* though the Skin is th.cker upon the Sur- 


© face of the Body, than that Pellicle cover- 
© ing the Veſſels in the Lungs, and for that 
© Reaſon it requires longer Time for ſuch 


© Particles to get that Way into the Blood, 


* and the Habit of the Body, yet it is 0 


Argument that they cannot get that Way 
* at all, and be admitted into the Juices, 


BY this we are able to gather, that when 
a Fever from {ome Faults in the Non-naturals 
comes to the higheſt Degree of Malignity, 
it makes ſuch a Change in the animal Fluids 
as renders ſome Parts of them poiſonous, and 
capable of exciting the like fermentative 
Motions, whereſoever they come into a pro- 
per Subject, without any of thoſe procatar- 
2ic Cauſes as gave Rule to the Fever of the 


tuk Perſon ſeized. OF 
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OF what Nature then this Poiſon is we 


may conjecture from the Circumſtances of 


its Production. All animal Bodies do more 


or leſs generate a Salt; or rather, in Pro- 
portion to the Strength of their digeſtive 
Powers, do they more or leſs ſubtilize the 
ſaline Particles which are taken in with their 


neceſſary Nouriſhment. This is abundantly 


manifeſt in the Diſtillation of many animal 


Subſtances, which plentifully yield a volatile 


Salt. But indeed in the Compoſition of this, 


in a natural and healthful State, there is 
joined a very ſubtilized Sulphur or Oil; 


which contempers and ſoftens it into a Fit- 


neſs for the Purpoſes of the OEconomy: 
And under this Modification, it becomes 
the Principle of Vitality, and the chief In. 
ſtrument of animal Action; not unlike what 
this is conceived to be, is the common 840 
volatile oleoſum, or any other Spirits drawn 
From odorous Bodies. 


4351 matters not what Names Perſons 
pleaſe to diſtinguiſh this by, in an humane 
Body; but that ſomewhat of this Kind is 
naturally the Produce of its digeſtive Pow- 


ers, in the higheſt Degree of Comminution 


or Subtilization they are 1 of bring 


ing 
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ing any Thing to, no one will queſtion; and 
that thoſe minute Threads or Fibr es, of . 
which the whole is a Compoſition, are ani- 
mated by it; or, to ſpeak more ſtrictly, we 
to it their Blafticity and motive Faculties. 


II is hoped, that no one who hath been 
accuſtomed to Reaſonings of this Nature, 
will find any Difficulty in conceiving ſuch a 
Difference of Principles, ſo finely blended 

together, as here ſuggeſted of a ſaline, and 
an oleous, or humid Subſtance: And who- 
| ſoever reads Bellini, or any others who have 
| wrote in the ſame Manner, will find conti- 
| nual Regard had to thoſe two Principles, 
| even in the animal Spirits; for without it 
there can be no Notion had of what is ſo 
frequently mentioned, and which by their 
Effects we find muſt be true of them, that 
| they are too dry, hot, active, fiery, and 
the like; or too humid, vapid, ſluggiſh, 

viſcid, &. And it is further equally 1 
nifeſt, that in Proportion to the greater or 

ons leſſer Degrees of Motion in thoſe Fluids, 

1 from whence this ſubtile Compoſition is 
generated, and the Concuſſions of thoſe 

fine Threads into which it is ſeparated, 


wil it err in one or other of the toregoing 


* 


IN 
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IN a Fever thin n, whine ao animal 
Fluids are in the higheſt Degree of Agita- 
tion, and from Cauſes too of a coagulating 


1 Nature, it ought to he no Wonder that even 
wr | this ſubtile Union ſhould be in ſome Mea. 
iure diſſolved, and the ſofter and more humid 
J i Parts broke and exhaled, ſo much as to 
'q | 1 leave the more rigid and ſaline ones not 


bob .nsly unfit to lubricate thoſe Elaſtick Threads, 


, wherein they reſide, but ſharp and pointed 
Mb enough to ſtimulate, contract, and harden 
\ Wy bes into all Loſs of e | 

| : 


"AS the Deſtruction likewiſe of this New 
(17108 in fo ſubtile a Fluid leaves the faline Parts 
capable of injuring even that OEconomy 
j wich gave it Exiſtence, ſo may its Volati- 

t 


f | lity favour its Eſcape in a great Meaſure by 
OR 1 ranſpiration, fo as to affect allo other Per- 
1188 ſons within its Reach; and Theſe with al 
of other Particles of like Nature) which, by an 
Mt Oeer-Agitation, and fermentative Motion of 
9 | 3 the animal Fluids, are ſeparated from the 
| of | ſeoſter and lubricating Compoſitions with 
1Fþ which they were naturally joined, and which 


by their Volatility tranſpire and float in the 
Air, we take to be the true contagious Miaſ- 
Pata, that convey, propagate, and continue 2 


Pefr 


Peftilence, after the Cauſe firſt raiſing it ceaſes; 
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1 „ 

1 NOR will this ſeem ſtrange to any who 
£ are accuſtomed to reflect, how many Sub- 
m ſtances are changeable into a poiſonous Na- 
1. ture, which before were not only inoffenſive, 
ig but uſeful to the Purpoſes of Life. Some 


Minerals, whofe ſaline Parts in their Pro- 


Quantities of Sulphur, are harmleſs, and 
good Alterants; but when by any Means thoſe 
Principles are ſeparated, the ſaline Parts be- 
come ftrong Emeticks and Catharticks, even to 
the Degree of a Poiſon. Who does not know 


duftion are naturally blended with good 


| that Antimony may be taken crude in large 


cus 

rts WW Quantities without any mauifeſt Effect, but 
my that the Chymiſt can take ſomewhat from 
ti- W it, that in few Grains ſhall operate beyond 
dle Power of a ſtrong Conſtitution to bear? 
er- | | | 

a} Wm _ THOS E 3 af Death therefore 
an MW thit make ſuch dreadful Slaughter in a 
> Contagion, are the animal Salts of infected 
the | Perſons, ſet looſe from their natural Combi- 
ch nations, and ſubtilized into the higheſt De- 
ich WW gee of Volatility, by the Agitation and fer- 


hs elſe but ColleJions of Particles, or 


mentative Motion of a Fever. And the 
| Buboes, Carbuncles, &c. in a Peſtilence, are 


Coa- 
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Coaleſcences, formed in ſuch irregular My: 
tions, and thrown out of the Courſe of Cir. 
culation by thoſe neceſſary Laws whereby 
every Thing is rejected, that cannot be aſſi- 
milated into homogeneous and like Proper- 
ties: The Matter of which Excretions is 
likewile of fo ſubtile and fermenting a Na- 
ture, that if introduced into the Fluids of 
another well Perſon, it excites there the 
ſame Motion and Diſorder. | 


OE H 3 change of animal Subſtances into 
a4 Poiſon, is too common a Truth to want 
any Atteſtation to thoſe who have been bu: 
indifferently converſant in Natural Enqui- 
ries. And it is greatly to our Purpoſe, that 
even thoſe Creatures, which are generally 
deemed poiſonous, do require certain Degrees 
of Heat, and animal Action, to exalt their 
Juices to ſo high a Degree of Volatility, 
as to put on the Properties of a Poiſon, and 
act as ſuch upon other living Creatures; inſo- 
much that it is not only a common Obſer- 
vation that theſe Animals loſe their poiſo- 
nous Nature when remoy d into Chimes col- 
der than what is natural to them, but that 
alſo they are not ſo venomous in their own 
Climates, at the cooler Seaſons of the Year, 
AS in the moſt ſultry, 


BUT 


to 
ant 
bu: 


lui 


hat 


ally 
rees 
heir 
ity, 
and 
n{0- 
fer- 
iſo⸗ 
col- 
that 
own 
ear, 


UT 


| of Matter, 


BU T the Caſe of a. mad Dog entitely 


comes up to that of a Contagion from 4 
When the hotter Seaſons of the Year 


Fever, 
throw that Creature into Madneſs, it is ma- 
nifeſtly from a great Increaſe of Velocity 
and Motion m the Fluids, which brings on 


what is equivalent to a Delirium, by an addi- 


tional Impetus upon the Brain, and for want of 
ſo much Room through the Skin for Tran- 


ſpiration, as in other Animals; the chief 


Evacuation is by the Glands of the Mouth : 


That is, in ſhort, the Dog hath a Fever, which | 
breaks the natural Texture of the Juices, 
diſengages and ſubtilizes the more rigid or ſa- 


lineparts, and critically diſcharges them by the 
moſt convenient Outlets the Creature is fur- 
niſhed with, changed into ſuch a poiſonous Na- 


ture, that whereſoever they come to mix with 


the Juices of others, they excite in them the 
like inordinate and miſchievous Alterations. 


THIS Theory likewiſe might be further 
Illuſtrated by many Inſtances from inanima- 
ted Fluids, which are capab! e of being put 
into Fermentation by a very {mall Portion 


Agitation from new Particles, or Molecule 
having Properties of communicating the 


_ lame 
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and which ſhall by ſuch an 


much unlike what we ſee in the Conner 
tion and Propagation of Fire; which is en- 
cited and carried on in proper Subjects from 
the minuteſt Beginnings, and increaſing allo 
in its own Force as it {pr eads. 


| Fever from any epidemic, or other mort 
private Cauſe, and that Fever rifes to ſuch a 


from that Perſon, ſo far may he be ſaid to 
have round him a contagious and poilonous 
Atm. ſphere ;, becauſe there tranſpires from him 


of like Conſtitution, the ſame fermentatiys 


- Motions as thoſe to which they owe their | 
_bwn Origin. 


ning of epidemical Diſeaſes, and during the 


and the Manner whereby they affect the Pco- 
ple; yet when it is come to this paſs, that 


5 ſomewhat intirely diſagreeable, that commu- 
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ſame Effects to another quieſcent Fluid ; not | 


WH EN a Petit therefore falls into a 


Degree of Malignity as is always ſuppoſed 
in 2 Peſtilence; as far as any Effluvia do exhale 


ſuch Particles as will excite in other Animals 


* aw 


ALT H 0 UGH therefore, in the Begin. 
Subſiſtence of their common Cauſes, parti- 
cular Regard is to be had to theſe Cauſes, 
the Fever it ſelf is productive of a Poiſon, ot 


nicates the ſeme Impreſſions upon others, 
without 


. — —— ů —ͤ— ̃ — — 
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without any Concurrence of the firſt Cauſe, 


then ſuch a Fever 1s truly a Peſtilence by 
Contagion, and all precautiona ry Regards 
ought peculiarly to be ſuited, to prevent its 


Infection or Spreading; either by keeping 
the well Subjects clear from the ſick, or de- 


ſtroying the Influence of the poiſonous Ex- 
halations; or fortify ing the ſound againſt it. 


But to theſe Ends, it is neceſſary to have 
ſome tolerable Notion of the Manner how 
theſe ſecret Deſtroyers are continued, and 
conveyed to great Diſtances: 


3 2 H E moſt common Manner &; convey- 


ing and ſpreading a Contagion, obſervable 
in the preceding hiſtorical Collections, and 


which alſo is the Caſe of our preſent Ap- 
prehenſions from Abroad, is by infected Per- 


ſons, and Merchandize; ; it being atteſted by 


too many Facts to admit of the leaft Doubt; 
that even Packs and Bails of Goods carry 
the poiſonous Miaſmata about with them; 


and from the Nature that we here ſuppoſe 
this Poiſon to be of, nothing is more likely 
to preſerve it than animal Subſtances, as 


Hair, Wool, Leather, Skins, &c. becauſe the 


very Manner of its Production, and the Na- 
ture of its Origin, ſeems to give it a greater 


Affinity with ſuch Subſtances than any 
| 5 _ other, 
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274 
other, and to diſpoſe it to reft therein until 
by Warmth, or any other Means of Dillodge- 


ment, 
b into > the ambient Air. 


| The Canſes and Cure 


it is put into Motion, and raiſed 


1 O Know 11805 theſs 2 fluvia come to 
have ſuch fatal Influences over Mankind, | 


and, to underſtand their Progreſſion from 
the firſt Seizure, to the End of that Di. 
5 ſtemper they gave Birth to, requires too 


many Precognita from the Mechaniſm of the 


animal OEconomy, and the Agency of ſuch 
minute Inſtruments, to be particular about, in 
che Compals here limited. And a Reader 


who is duly fitted for ſuch Enquiries, wil 


. fad the utmoſt Satisfaction from Bellini of 
Fevers, and Dr. Mead of Poiſons ; „ how the 
Blood, and all the Secretions therefrom, at 
affected, and changed by ſuch Cauſes. 

WE fhall here ther efore only ſuggeſ t 

tome. Hints concerning the Suddenneſs o! 
their Seizure, and their Energy of Oper: © 
tion. And this will not be difficult to co. 
ceive by thoſe who are acquainted with that t 
univerſal Property of Matter, whereby it ö t 
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As nothing therefore in Nature is ſuppoſed to 
hear a greater Similitude, than in this Caſe 


| the natural animal Salts do with what 


hath been ſubtilized and ſet on Float in 
the Air, it can be no Wonder that when the 
Ambient is fated with the latter, they rea- 
dily join with the former, as ſoon as they 
are received into the Body. And this is ſup- 
ported by the Authority even of Bellini, 
who allows, in the Beginning of his XXVIIIth 
Propoſition, that the Antecedents to a peſtilen- 
lential Fever do ſometimes vitiate the Spi- 
tits 1 in Quality. i 


AS 1 ordinary Courſe therefore of. 
producing -Fevers is by diſordering the Blood 
firſt in Quality, with ſuch Mixtures as coagu- 
late it, that is, as make it unequally fluid, 
ſome Parts being thinner, and others thicker 
than natural; ſo by theſe extreamly ſubtile 
Efluvie, ini a Contagion, the Spirits are deſtroy- 
ed in their natural Texture, and the more 
rigid and ſaline Parts, by a Combination with 
the venomous Spicula, changed into Diſpoſi- 
tions deſtructive of that Conſtitution they 
were before deſtined to preſerve. Whoſo- 
ever then conſiders what muſt be the neceſſa- 
ty Conſequences of ſuch an immediate De- 
prayation and Change in that Fluid, which 

T 3 18 
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(i i! A is an abſolute Requ ſite to all animal Action, 
if 1 will not at all wonder at any of the Af 


| * Cons which are commonly enumerated a; 

ö a ; the Concrmitants of a Contagion ; and a tole. 
wt rable Acquaintance with the OEconemy, h) 
*. bY | the Help eſpecially of the Authors before 3 
| | referred to on Fevers and Poiſons, will enable WM © 
| 4 . any one to account feverally for thelp Pro. Wi | 
„ duction. L OL OY e [ 
f 4 THI 8 ia ning the Caſe of a * h 
[ | | that a Perſon having a Fever, critically throws WW 

e bdff poiſonous Fflwiay which were generated Wi 

5 f during ſuch irregular Motions of the animal : 
| i Fluids, inſomuch as to diffuſe for ſome Di. : 
[ 0 . ſtauce round, what will infe& other Perſons Wi © 
16 il within their Reach ; and that ſo many have 
0 got this Infection, that no Part of the Ar, , 
Wi for ſome Tra& of the Country together, is if ! 
#1. free from them; the poiſonous Atmoſpbere, g 
| if they may bs ſo termed, of the infected, : 
extending and mixing into one univerſal, com- , 

mon Contagion; this, I lay, being the Caſe 

here under Examination, why any at all ſur- 
vive, muſt be owing either to the Goodnels R 
of their Conſtitution, or to proper Means to y 
defend againſt its Infe&ion, or to conquer it : 
when received; which naturally brings us to 
conſider theſe two important Ends, of Treſer- 


» dation and Cure. | | . AS 
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AS for the Fir# of theſe, the common 

| Experience, of meaner People being moſtly 
Carried off, admoniſhes all to live upon as nu- : 
| tritive and generous a Diet as can be procured; 
and ſuch Things as not only yeild due Nou- 
riſhment, but Plenty of Spirits, and what 
| cafily perſpires. For there are many Things 
| of good Nouriſhment, that are not eaſily per- 
| fpired ; fuch as all light and viſcid Subſtan- 


719 | ; | 5 : 
hs ces, as Pork, Fiſh, and the like, which there- 
cad fore are very apt to go into Fermentation, 


and generate Corruption; in ſhort, whatever 
even the common People have Notions of, 
as apt to bring Surfeits, ought to be avoided, 
and ſuch Means of Subſiſtance complied with, 

25 generate a warm, rich Blood; and in Pro- 
portion to the Ways of Living at other 


, 18 
45 Times, ſhould every one, except thoſe who 
ze 1 accuſtom themſelves to Riot and Exceſs, 
ted, 


udulge himſelf at a higher Rate. 


Caſe | | 
755 RO AST ED Meats are bs all preferred 
roſs de boiled, and if Pickles and high Sauces are 


ever to be encouraged, it is on theſe Occafi- 
ons; and Garlick, Shallot, Onions, &c. are ex- 
rreamly ſerviceable, No preferable to the 
hot, dry, ſpicy Seaſonings, becauſe their 
pungent Volatility ſeems naturally covered 
OE with 
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with a Softneſs, or balſamick Quality, more 
agreeable to the Nature of animal Spirits 
To which Purpoſe it is very remarkable 

that in the Hiſtories of many Peſtilences 
Notice is frequently taken of the Exemption 
- of Jews, and People who deal much in ſuch 
" Pare, from Infection. And it is cuſtomary 
with ſome experienced Sailors, to lay in 


: . great Stores of ſuch Things againſt their Ar- 
Wt)! rival at infected, and unwholſome Countries. | 
Wh THERE is alſo a very ſtrict Regard 
; Uh | to be had to the Firmneſs and Strength of 
| | the Solids, which is greatly aſſiſted by mo- 
5 5 derate Exerciſes, but carefully avoiding too 
1 much, and every Thing that occaſions tog 
0 ; 1 great an Expence of Spirits at a Time, 


| | and particularly by over-Warmth. But to 
this Purpoſe I cannot conceive any Thing 

more ſerviceable than frequent Immerſion in 
cold Water, ſo that the Times of ſtaying in 
are as ſhort as poſſible, the Good received 
hereby being chiefly in the firſt Shudder 
and Conſtrifion and it is particularly to be 
remembred, tho the preceding Author hit 
omitted it, that Watermen, and others, whoſe 
Occaſions imployed them much upon the 
River, and in the Cold, ſuffered leaſt in the 
late Sickneſs. The Uſe of Vinegar, and othe! 
Acids, are alſo of Service for the like Intention 
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Y E T befides the Helps for this End from 
common Diet, and Way of Living, Aſſiſtan- 
ces may alſo be had from Medicinal Preſer- 


vatives, ſuch as tote commonly termed An- 
zidotes, conſiſting of ſpicy volatile Particles, 


which afford a natural Pabulum to the animal 


Spirits, and by carrying into the whole Habit 
a ſne ſubtle Oil, the better jecure them againſt 
thoſe Contagion: Spicula which are in Readi- 


nels to mix with them; and for this Purpole, 


we are furniſhed with a moſt elegant and 


ul ful Medicine, ſince many Authors of Note 
have wrote on this Subject, which is the 
Sal Folatile Oleoſum, if it be well loaded 
wich the e:ſential Oils of Spicy Ingredients 3 
al:bough indeed with ſome Conſtit rutions 


more ietid Compoſitions are very ſuitable; but 


they all agree in carrying into the Habit ſome- 


what that both recruits, and guards theSpirits 


againſt any foreign Mixture, or from unnatu- 
ral Separations of their ſaline and humidParts. 


And to the ſame End, in robuſt Conſtitu- 


tions, who have been accuſtomed to fare hard, 
the Spirit or Oil of Turpentine fr equently 


_ drank in ſmall Doſes might be a great Means 


to preſerve the poorer Sort from Infection. 
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BECAUSE former Writers on theſe Occa- 


ſions have given Formule of things of this kind, 
much more prolix and inelegant than the 
preſent Practice is accuſtomed to, it may 
not perhaps be unacceptable to give two 


or three Examples more conformable to the 
latter. But becauſe I judge ſuch general Pre- 


ſcriptions rather of Prejudice than Service, 
when they come haſtily and inadvertently to 


be required by the common People, I can- 
not but think it much better to leaye ſuch 
to be ordered and regulated according to par- 


ticular Perſons Conſtitutions and Exi gencies, 


AS to thoſe preſervative Means which a 


Government only have the Power to provide, 


they muſt likewiſe be left to thoſe who have 
that Power, but, with due Submiſſion to ſuch, it 
is conceived that removing infected Perſons | is 
a much eaſier and ſafer Care, than ſhutting 
them up 11 great Towns: And it was certain- 
ly the greateſt Error committed in the late 
Plague here, as our Author above grievouſly 
complains,ta confine the ſick and well together: 


1T ſeems a Point- yet in Diſpute, whe- 
: ther great Fires at ſuch a Time are of Service 
or hurtful, which to me is ſomewhat wonder- 
ful, becauſe whoſoever conſiders the Necel- 

e 


of peſtilential Diſeaſes. 281 
ſity for Air in Reſpiration, and by what 
Quality it becomes of ſuch real Service to 


the Preſervation of Life, cannot think ſuch | 
Fires proper, becauſe they deſtroy that vgry 
Property in the Air, which is demonſtrable by 


innumerable Experiments. As to the Diſſi- 


pation indeed of peſtilential Vapours, or 


their Deſtruction in any Manner, they un- 


doubtedly may do Service, but then that 
| ought to be done at vaſt Diſtances only from 
where People inhabit. 
monOccaſions requre at ſuchTimes ,are rather 
| to be made with ſuch Subſtances as abound 
with, and yield a nitrous Salt, becauſe that 
ſeems to be the chief Support of the vital 

Property in the Air,and ſuch are our common 
Coals; for every one knows how much more 


And what Fires com- 


all Wood-Fires are ſuffocating, and give a 


| Languor, and Flatneſs to the Spirits. 


_ PRESERVATIVE Fumigations are 

largely talked of by all, on theſe Occaſions, _ 
and they with good Reaſon deſerve to be 
practiſed, becauſe while the Poiſon is on Float 
in the Air, it may undoubtedly be entangled 


lo as to loſe its Power of acting as ſuch ; 


but then for this Purpoſe ſuch Things abt. 


to be uſed as exhale very ſubtile Sulphurs, 


a8 the ſpicy Drugs and Gums. And on this 
SHY 8 3 
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282 The Cauſes and Cure 
Account I ſuſpect Wood-Fires to be bad, 


becauſe they raiſe into.the Air a very groſs 
and viſcid Humidity, which is not only very 


treamly minute Agents that are to be provided 


the Air in Reſpiration, ſuch Particles, as 
diſpoſe of themſelves to Viſcidities, and ſuch 


Judge, who conſiders thoſe Kinds of Fevers 
which are moſt commonly epidemical in 


— 
= 


that are on float; and to mix with the An- 
mal Fluids by Reſpiration and Inſinuation 
into the Pores, whereby they convey, as it 
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unfit to lay hold on, and unite with, the ex- 


againſt, but alſo carry into the Lungs with 


Changes in the Blood, as are the production 
of the worſt Fevers, without any other co- 
operating Cauſe; for the Fire only forces out 
that Moiſture, which, while a Tree is in its 
Growth, naturally perſpires from it; and how 
an Air ſo impregnated is like to be of Service 
againſt a Peſtilence, any one may ſoon be 1 


wood-land Countries. 


SUCH Drugs however as are from 1 
vegetable Production, and abound with ſubtile, 
volatile Parts, are of Service to be exhaled 
into the Air this way, both by their Fitneſs 
to join with, and cover thoſe venomous Spiculs 


were, an Antidote, whereſoever the Poiſon is 
able to penetrate, and which gro! fer Va- 
pours can by no means do, e OF 


m a 
tile, 
jaled 
tnels 
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2 F this kind are cheifly Storax, Benjamin, 


| Frankincenſe, and all the Aromatick Roots and 
Woods; and amongſt them all, I cannot think 
the Smell of Tar, Pitch, &c. is inferior in 


any Reſpects, v here its Scent is not particular- 


ly « offenſive. And theſe Things ſhould be burnt 5 
at. ſuch Diſtances of Time from each other, 


that the Air may be always lenfibly, impreg- 
nated with them. | 


B U * as 3 have ſad Appreheriions 


from the Air being ſtill, and as it were ſtag- 
nant at, ſuch Times, and not without good : 


Reaſon, as it favours the Collection of poiſo- 


nous Effzvia, and aggr ravates an Infection; for 
the Prevention of which, it is propoſed at 


certain Interva's to fire off great Guns, and 


the like: I cannot but imagin, that for this 


End, it would be much more effectual to let 
off ſmall Parcels of the common Pulvis Ful- 
minans, in ſuch Openings of a large Town, as. 
Squares and Market-Places; for whoſdever 
hath been accuſtomed to any Experiments 


* with this Compoſition, muſt have perce! ved 


a much greater Shock given to the Air by its 


_ Exploſion, than by the largeſt Pieces of Ord- 
' nance; infomuch that if any Objection can 
lie againſt the Practice of this in London, 


ihoul'l 
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Mould there be Occaſion, it is the craſie Con- 


dition of the City Buildings, which perhaps 
may not well ſtand its Shocks, were they to 
: - WOE TO —— of it at a time 


T H E Matter Vikewif of this Compoſition 
in ſome Meaſure beſpeaks its Uſefulneſs for 


theſe Purpoſes on other Accounts, beſides its 
_ Flaſtick Force, becauſe it diffuſes into the Air 
great Quantities of that nitrous Salt, which 
is known to add much to its Serviceableneſs 


in Life : And whoſoever confiders how much 
cheaper this is to be procured, and how much 


eaſier practiſed than the firing off Guns , elpe- 
_ cially in the Middle of great Towns, i 5 
but be deſirous to try it, in Caſe of ſuch Ca- 
lamities as are now with too much Reaſon 


feared; it may not therefore be unaccepta- 


ble to give its Gompolitiou here. 


Ne Sal. Nitri Partes ii j. Sal. Tartari P. ij. Sul- 


pouris P. j. optime miſccantur in Mortario, parum 
repefatto, 2 ſerver ad aſuum vaſe bene obturato. 


THIS is order? di in a warm Mortar, and 


to be kept cloſe, hecauſe the Salt of Tartar .is 
apt to imbibe a Moiſture from the Air,which 
Hinders its Exploſion. A Drachm or two 


put in as clole a Heap as s poſlible upon an 
Iron 
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lron Plate over any Fire, will in a little Tinie 


go off with a Report and Concuſſion beyond | 
that of any Gun whatſoever; ſo that in a 


calm Seaſon, and an infected Air, „ great Ser- 
vices may undoubtedly be * from its fre- 
"Fu Pr actice. 


As to the curative Part in ſuch a terrible 
Viſitation, it cannot be expected that Rules 


| can be given ſuitable to every one's Ca ſe | | 5 
by ſuch as attend upon them; and the moſt that 


can be in general laid down to this Purpoſe, 
e collided from: rhe e Trin- 


= of Dr. Hodges. Although as to the : 
Choice of Alexipharmicks, they are certainly 
beſt that are moſt ſubtile, and capable of be- 


ing carried by the Courſe of Circulation i mto 
the fineſt Receſſes of the Conſtitution, where- 
into it is manifeſt the extream Subtilty of 


the peſtilential Poiſon is capable to enter: 
And amongſt all of this Claſs, I take Camphire 


to be much the more preferable; which there- 


fore I would propoſe not only to be repeated 


in proper Doſes to an infected Perſon, till a 


due Criſis is obtained, but alſo now and then 


given to thoſe who are well, by way of Pre- 


vention. And becauſe ſome Perſons, not- 
withſtauding what has been before ſaid, will 


de pleaſed with ſome genera] For nal £ to thele 
Es 8 Fur 
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| Purpoſes, the following are offered to be 


complied with, or varied, at every one's Diſ- 


cretion, who is a judge of ſuch Matters. 


RP? Conſerv: Rute, Flor. Roriſmar. ana 3 j. Spe- 15 
cies diambræ ſme odoratis 3 j. Balſam. & Mecha 


3 Ce. pulv. Coci anol. A j. Sr. Balſam. 9. . 1 
| z. Electuarium, cus ſum. quant itatem N. M. 5 


omni mane, t hora ſemni ſuperbibegdo Hauſtu- | 


lum Vini albi Lishonenſ rs, vel Hiſpanic, tepefatti. 


To the Night Dole of this, may be added 


fometimes 2 or 3 Grains of Camphire, eſpe- 


cially if a Perfon feels any Indiſpoſition that 
requires à breathing Sweat, ſome may per- 


haps like the following better. 


u 


Be Conf. Ruts z j  Mithrid. 3 br Pulv. Fol, 
Scordij 3 j. rad. Contrayerv. Serpentarij Virgin. and 
3 1s. Sal. volat. Viperar. Croci angl. ana 9 j. Hr. 


Balſam. q. ſ. ut f. Eleft. ſumend. codem modo. 


or, 


ge Confedt. Tracaſtorij ſine Melle, Mithrid. ans 


Z (s. Boli veri, Terra Japon. ana j. Caſtor. Salis 
ſuccin. Croci angl. ana 3 j. Confect. Alkerm. ſine 


bdoratis 4. J. ut F. abs ad af ae 
Pr 8050 h. omni 8 


BESIDES 


6 I. Foot inde 


of * Diſea ſer. 


BE 81 DE 8 a rundeten Uſe of 


theſe with proper Diluters, and under the 
Direction of thoſe who are Judges; ſome 


Security may poſſibly be had from odorife- 


rous Subſtances to ſmell to, eſpecially at a 


Time of converſing with the infected; for 
which Purpoſe I know of nothing ſo grate- 


| ful and efficacious, as the Volatile Sal Armo- 


niac, well impregnated with the eſſential 


Oils of Aromatick Ingredients, and as it is 
to be procured dry, to be kept in ſmall 
| Bottles, from a careful Diſtillation of the com- 
mon Sal Volatile Olcoſum. But if in any Caſes 
more fetid Subſtances are preferable, Com- 


poſitions may be eaſily made of ſuch from 


Rue, Featherfew, Galbanum, Aſſa-fetida, and the 5 
like; for theſe, with ſome Perſons agree better 
than more grateful Scents. 


FREQUENTLY to diſſolve in the Moutlr 
the following Lozenges, or ſomething like 
them, I alſo imagine may be of Service ; ; 
eſpetialty to thoſe ho are converſant i in in- 
fected Places. 


R Bol deri opt. 31 Terræ Japon. 3 jj. Co 
ub. Margarit. opt. levigat. Flor. Benx. ana 3j. * 
61. Cimam. gut. Xij. Sacchar. albiſ. lib. ju Mucelage 
i Gum. 
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Gum. Tragacanth. in aq. Roſar. Dam. q. ſ. form. 2 
| Trech. ad uſum prædictum. For thole who lik 
it, may be added ſome Ambergreaſe ; —_ 
to give a light Scent of it. 


and not worth our particular Regard ii 
this place; for thus much is plain t 
all who who are competent Judges in ſucl 
Matters, that but very few Circumſtance 


Liberty for any Thing noxious without 
to inſumate into the Pores, as there | 
made thereby leſs Reſiſtance to its Admiſſ 
on; not to ſay any Thing of the Dangel 
inn weh a Practice, by leſſening at the ſam 
ime the Quantities of Spirits and Strengt 


ticulariy ought. all Perfons at ſuch Time 
to avoid too lax a Temper of Body; fo 


Bowels, and increaſe Per ſpiration. 


PRESERVATORY 3 of 
alt kinds are much diſputed in theſe Caſes 


can juſtifie them, becauſe every Evacua 
tion, unleſs that of Perfpiration, gives mort 


which cannot but be miſchievous : And par 


which Purpoſe, theſe preſervatory Mea 
juſt hinted at, moſtly tend to aſtringe th 
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